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This is Mir 
to ground 
control - 
we’ve had 
a bit of a 
bump ... 


Charles Arthur, Science Editor 
and Helen Womack, in Moscow 

Crash had its premiere in space yesterday. 
Unfortunately for the three astronauts involved, it 
was not the film - but the first time that two 
spacecraft have collided. 

None of the three astronauts on board the Aft 
space station was hurt after a collision with an 
unmanned cargo ship. Progress, at about 10.20 am 
BST But last night the trio, including British-born 
Michael Foalc, 40, were struggling to cope, having 
lost a third of their power supplies and forced to 
shut off one of Mir's six modules, used for scientific 
experiments, when its air pressure began falling. 

A spokeswoman for the US space agency Nasa 
said: “When the crew closed a hatch on the “Spektr" 
module they were forced to cut some cables 
resulting in 45 per cent of Aft’s power being lost” 

Last night the crew and ground control were su‘11 
assessing whether this will force an evacuation. 

The cause of the crash was not immediately clear, 
though it occurred while cosmonauts Vasily Tsibliyev 
and Alexander Lazutkin from Russia, and Or Foale, 
for the US space agency Nasa, were using manual 
controls to practice docking Progress - described by 
Nasa as “the space equivalent of a garbage truck". 
Progress is gradually moving away from Mir, and is 
expected to fall to Earth and sink into the Pacific 
Ocean on Friday. The crew was experimenting with 
ways of disconnecting it manually because the 
automatic docking equipment had been failing 
repeatedly. 

During one run it hit the solar battery of Mir's 
newest module, the scientific experimentation area 
called Spektr, added only two years ago. As Spektr 
slowly began losing air pressure - almost certainty 
due to solar panel damage rather than a breach of 
the boll - the crew shut the hatch linking it to the 
rest of the station. 

The incident follows a string of setbacks for the 
11-year-old station, which was first put into orbit 250 
miles above Earth in Febniaiy 1986, and expected to 
be in use for only five years. 

In February a fire broke out. In March the main 
oxygen generator foiled, forcing the crew to rely on a 
chemical generator: then leaks in the cooling system 
sent temperatures soaring to 35 5 Celsius, while 
leaking antifreeze made crew cough and their eyes 
swell. At the same time a carbon dioxide “scrubber” 
foiled, causing condensation to build up and forcing 
the astronauts to stop exercising. And on 4 March, the 
crew lost control of another approaching cargo craft 

Russian space chiefs were last night working out 
how Spektr could be repaired, as well as considering 
what to do with the Ptogress ship, left orbiting the 
earth dose to Mir itself. Cost wifi be an important 
factor The Russian space program is severely 
strapped for cash, which has restricted the number 
of relief flights to the station. Consequently, 
cosmonauts have found themselves breaking space 
endurance records whether they wanted to or not 

US officials involved in various joint projects with 
the Russians, have questioned Aft 5 s safety but 
Moscow insists there is no serious danger. 
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Coffisaon course: Mir space station earlier this year Photograph: Nasa 


Patten denounces the Tory 
old guard over Hong Kong 


. • r 

• t 


Stephen Vines 

HongiKong 


Chris Patten has launched a bit- 
ter attack on former colleagues 

" and dvil servants who have been 

critical of his role as Governor 
of Hong Kong and accused him 
of unnecessarily antagonising 
the Chinese government ahead 
of next week’s handover. 

In an interview with The In- 
dependent he hit out at fthe 
ormer prime minister and “old 
friend of China” Sir Edward 
Heath, Lord Howe, who as 
foreign secretary led the nego- 
tiations for Hong Kong’s han- 
dover, and Sir Percy Craddock, 
the Foreign Office mandarin 
who was at the centre of China 
and Hong Kong policy making 
for almost two decades. 

••1 sometimes think,” he said. 


Exclusive 


“that one or two' of my critics 
from the past talk as though 
choices which they must have 
known at the lime weren’t sim- 
ple, have suddenly become 
black and white.” 

He said he was “struck tty the 
extent to which the pautity of 
their arguments pushes them 
Into questioning my motives, 
rather than the consequences of 
what I've done. I certainty don’t 
start questioning the motives of 
people like Tfed Heath, Geoffrey 
Howe and Percy Craddockin the 
way that they question mine.” 

They have accused him of 
grandstanding to win media 
popularity. “They tend to talk 
about Hong Kong as though it- 
were some arcane diplomaoc 
puzde, instead of a real place 


: where sbe and a half million peo- 
ple live. Why are they so disin- 
terested in what the people 
who actually live in Hong Kong 
have to say?” 

Mr Patten has maintained a 
diplomatic silence over Britain’s 
failure to pursue democratic re- 
form in previous years. He says 
that while be remains Governor 
he needs to retain this posture 
but warns his vow of sDence will 
not be indefinite and gives a taste 
of what he will say when freed 
from the constraints of office. 

He said ominously: “I happen 
to have been able to add to my 
prejudices on the past by hav- 
ing the knowledge which comes 
with having read most of the pa- 
pers.” Among the things he will 
talk about are the 1987 White 
Paper which promised elected 
government and ended with a 


decision not to have direct elec- 
tions, and the period of the ear- 
ly Eighties when “liberal, with 
a small L, advocates of democ- 
racy were regarded as tanta- 
mount to enemies of the state”. 

As for this “this tiresome, sul- 
phurous argument with China" 
over democratic reforms, the last 
Governor is unrepentant. “I do 
not believe that after Tiananmen 
we were ever going to be able 
to put forward decent arrange- 
ments for the elections because 
of the impact Hong Kong's re- 
action to Tiananmen had on tbe 
Chinese. I think the choice in 
those circumstances was always 
going to be havirg a row with- the 
Chinese Communist Party or 
havinga row with Hong Kong". 

Patten interview, page 16 
Hong Kong handover, page 17 

Letters, page 19 


Quick surgery 
to save the 

bleeding NHS 


Jeremy Laurence 

Health Editor 


Hospitals will dose and health 
authorities will merge, Frank 
Dobson, Secretary of State for 
Health, said yesterday as he an- 
nounced plans to develop a 
health service closer to people's 
homes. Bowing to financial re- 
alities. he said the NHS had to 
be reshaped if it was to survive. 

Although the plan will mean 
the Government courting Lhe 
controversy of hospital clo- 
sures. it was welcomed by NHS 
managers who see it as nothing 
less than their last chance to 
save and then rebuild a service 
under intolerable pressure. 

The key to the Dobson plan 
is demolishing the “Berlin Wall” 
separating health and soda! 
care, so that health and local au- 
thorities work together to re- 
organise services, exploiting 
advances in medidne to meet 
modem needs. That, Mr Dob- 
son said, meant less emphasis on 
hospitals and more on consul- 
'nnts working in dieap surgeries . 
and nurses dispensing drugs. 

Philip Hunt, director of the 
NHS Confederation said the 
idea of load action zones was 
of “enormous significance”: the 
NHS was in “the Iasi-chance sa- 
loon" and if it was to continue 
providing a full range of treat- 
ments it would have to grasp the 
opportunity for change. 

“The history of the NHS is lit- 
tered with foiled attempts to re- 
configure services," he said. 
“What we are talking about here 
is an attempt to pull everyone 
together and in a locality and get 
them committed to making rad- 



Labour’s £2 billion plan 
to shut down ^ ^ 

Flashback: How The Independent broke the news of the 
plan in March - prompting strong denials from Labour 


teal changes. We have got to get 
ou with it because unless we do 
I don’t see any ways of squar- 
ing the resource drcle." 

Addressing an audience of 
NHS managers for the second 
time in a month. Mr Dobson 
told them that “health action 
zones" would be identified 
where health, social voluntary 
and business groups would be 
brought together to agree 
changes, defusing opposition to 
hospital closures and easing 
the process of reorganisation. 

Mr Dobson said: "We have 
got to have an NHS fit for the 
21 st centuiy and that cannot be 
achieved by the NHS alone." 

Despite the political risks of 
shutting hospitals, he has been 
forced to accept that slimming 
down the service to produce a 
leaner fitter NHS is the onty way 
it can survive - as The Inde- 
pendent reported on 24 March, 
in a story heavily denied by 
Labour at the time. 

In many parts or the country 
small hospitals duplicate ser- 
vices belter provided by bigger 


neighbouring institutions, and 
are both uneconomic to run and 
tie up capital. 

NHS managers have been 
pressing for a closure pro- 
gramme and this month the 
British Medical Association 
conceded that services could be 
improved with fewer hospitals. 

Up to 10 action zones, which 
could be focused on a large au- 
thority such as Birmingham or 
several smaller ones, are ex- 
pected to be set up. Details will 
be announced in a White Paper 
in the autumn. No new funds 
will be available, but officials said 
some cash could come via local 
authorities from the environ- 
ment department regeneration 
programme which is providing 
£3.4bn for schemes in deprived 
areas over the next three years. 

Money to fund capital in- 
vestments, such as new hospitals, 
would have to be raised under 
the private finance initiative. 

A discussion paper circulat- 
ing among senior NHS manag- 
er, obtained by Health Services 
Journal , suggests each action 


zone might save between £5m 
and £30 m, potentially realising 
up to £1.2bn nationally. 

In Birmin gham, where the 
NHS Confederation is based, 
there has been no new invest- 
ment in hospitals for 30 years 
because there was no consen- 
sus on which should be provid- 
ed. "The local authority have 
□oi supported what the NHS 
wanted to do, there have been 
splits between hospitals and 
disagreements amongst con- 
sultants. We need to get our act 
together and get people signed 
up to it," Mr Hunt said. 

Mr Dobson, speaking at the 
confederation conference in 
Brighton, said: “Change will not 
be accepted unless we recognise 
the powerful appeal of the fa- 
miliar, allow for it in our plans 
and explain without jargon how 
specific changes can improve 
standards of care.” 

Speaking later, he said the 
case for closing hospitals was 
now widely accepted by NHS 
professionals. *T am pretty clear 
there are too many and every 
one in the NHS thinks there are 
too many. We are going with the 
tide of opinion. There would be 
no blueprint for closures and it 
would be up to local commu- 
nities to decide what services 
they needed. " 

The present division between 
health and social care provoked 
irresponsibility because each 
agency looked after its own in- 
terest An dderiy widow with 'flu 
might be taken in to hospital at 
a cost of £1,000 week or equal- 
ly well cared for at home for £50 
a week, Mr Dobson said. 

Leading article, page 19 


The Orange 
blueprint 
for mayhem 


David McKlttrick 

Ireland correspondent 


Most sections of the Orange Or- 
der have drawn up plans for 
protests aimed at bringing nor- 
mal life to a standstill next 
month, according to reliable se- 
nior sources within the Order. 

They say the plans, for road- 
blocks ana other disruptions, 
are to be put into operation if 
next month’s Drumcree Or- 
ange march is prevented from 
passing through the Catholic 
Garvaghy Road district of Por- 
tadown, Co. Armagh. 

This raises the spectre of a re- 
run of last year’s disastrous con- 
frontation which began at 
Drumcree and spread to most 
parts of Northern Ireland, sour- 
ing community relations and 
causing millions of pounds worth 
of damage. On that occasion the 
march was first ban- ned by the 
RUC but then allowed through 
in the face of widespread and es- 
calating disorder. 

The decision on whether or 
not the march is allowed 
through this year is to be tak- 
en by the Northern Ireland 
Secretary, Dr Mo Mowlam, in 
conjunction with RUC Chief 
Constable Ronnie Flanagan. 
Dr Mowlam is organising a 
last-ditch effort to reach agree- 
ment between the Orange Or- 


Exclusive 


der and Catholic residents with 
a proposal of “proximity talks" 
involving the two sides. 

Tbe idea is for the two sides 
to be brought together tomor- 
row under government aus- 
pices, with officials acting as 
go-betweens so that they need 
not meet face-to-face. 

The most obvious sign of 
preparation for protests is in 
Belfast, where various Orange 
lodges have applied to stage 
scores of parades following the 
Drumcree march, scheduled 
for 6 July, and the climax of the 
marching season on 12 July. 

Notification has been given of 
the intention to stage no fewer 
than 30 marches in north Belfast 
alone - an area which, as a 
patchwork quilt of Protestant, 
Catholic and mixed districts, 
contains numerous potential 
flashpoints which would require 
substantia] police resources. 

Tbe preparations for protests 
include not just a wave of 
marches intended to swamp 
the police but also the blocking 
of key roads. Orange sources say 
that plans are being laid for 
protests at various levels of the 
organisation, which is said to 
have up to 50,000 members. 

RUC murders arrest, page 2 
Blair’s peace promise, page 6 
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British Airways has drawn up an 
elaborate plan to break a threat- 
ened strike by 9,000 cabin crew 
which could begin within a fort- 
nighL Page 4 
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paying 
money 
into your 
pension 


Take a break if yon need to, 
start again when yon can. Put away a lot, 
a little, different amounts at different times. 
It’s your money and your pension. 

We don’t tie you up with stupid rules 
or charge you for changing your plans. 
To start today, give us a call. 
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Man charged with murder 
of two RUC officers 

A man from Lurgan, Co Armagh was yesterday charged with the 
murders of two RUC officers who were shot dead by the IRA in 
the town earlier this month. They died when gunmen approached 
them from behind and shot them in the head 
The man charged Colin Duffy, was last year released when an 
appeal court overturned a conviction for the 1993 murder of a 
former member of the security forces. His solicitor said yesterday 
that he had no part in the kfllmgi of the policemen and would be 
strenuously denying the charge. David MdOttrick 

Politics, page 6 

Family die at Beachy Head 

A man and two children plunged 400ft to their deaths at a 
notorious suicide spot yesterday. 

Police were still searching for the body of one of the children at 
the foot of Beachy Head East Sussex, six hours after the alarm was 
raised. > 

Resene' teams went to the scene after police found an abandoned 
car at the top of the cliff, near Eastbourne, at 7am. After searching 
for five htiuis, the bodies of a man and a child were recovered at 
the base of the cliff. 

The identity of the victims is not known, but they are believed to 
be a family from London. 

Bus services come under scrutiny 

A majorreview of bus services was launched yesterday by the 
Government in art attempt to reverse the precipitous decline in 
passengermi rubers. 

Gavin Strang, the transport minister, launched the review at a 
conference of bus executives and told delegates that “nothing 
would be ruled out". Dr Strang said more needed to be done if 
buses were to play a greater role in meeting transport needs and 
reducing the dependency of the car. Buses outside London were 
deregulated in the mid-1980s. 

In the capital, London Transport is working up plans for three 
new, fenced-off bus routes. designed to get the public out of their 
cars and onto public transport. The bus lanes would be kept car 
free and buses would get priority at traffic lights and at junctions. 
The overall aim would be to ensure they bypassed any road 
congestion and travelled with the speed and reliability of a tram. 

Man quizzed over student’s death 

Detectives were last night still 
questioning a 21 -year-old 
Northampton man about the 
murder of music student Ryan 
McEwan-King (pictured). 

Miss McEwan-King’s naked 
body was found in Racecourse 
park. Northampton, on 
Saturday afternoon. Police said 
she had been strangled, 
sexually assaulted and beaten 
around the face. They believe 
she was killed in the park 
shortly before midnight on 
Friday. Miss McEwan-King, 22, 
is known to have visited two pubs in Northampton on Friday night 

Redundant get help to bounce back 

A new magazine aimed at workers who are made redundant was 
being launched yesterday, targeted at employers as well as people 
losing their jobs. 

Bounccback promises “help and hope" to the unemployed, 
offering practical support to those who want to start new careers or 
simply retire early. 

Redundancy comes just after death and divorce in the list of 
emotional traumas treated by counsellors, often leaving people 
"shattered" according to the magazine. 

Editor Stuart Andersen, who has suffered redundancy in his own 
career, said: "I know the emotions people go through and the loss 
of confidence even when you know you are good at your job " 

Incivility key to crime, says Straw 

The level of muggings and burglaries in a neighbourhood is directly 
finked to the amount of graffiti and litter, the Home Secretary Jack 
Straw said yesterday. 

Mr Straw said disorder and “incivility" in a locality were more 
important pointers to the incidence of street crime than whether or 
not it was an inner-city area. 

Addressing a conference in Leicester on good policing practice, 
he said that the evidence of the British Crime Survey powerfully 
reinforced the Government's case for a "zero tolerance" approach 
to petty'Slreei crime. 

The figures showed that the chances of being a victim of violent 
crime were four times greater in a disorderly neighbourhood than 
an orderly one. “Incivility, not inner-city location, is the key to high 
crime,” be said. 

Fall in requests for gun licences 

The number of applications for new firearms certificates, including 
handguns, fell by 15 per cent last year following the Dunblane 
massacre. According to figures published yesterday by die Scottish 
Office, police received 1,622 applications for licences during the 
whole of 1996. 

The figures, in the Statistical Bulletin Firearms Certificates 
Statistics, also shew 22 applications for a new firearms certificate 
were refused because of “unsuitability" or inadequate security 
arrangements for tile weapons. 

Correction: ‘Red Pepper’ 

The Iasi paragraph of Donald Macintyre's analysis yesterday of 
Alan Simpson’s article in Red Pepper magazine should have read 
To let him go scot free for building up a lengthy charge sheet of 
strident attacks on Tony Biair over the course of this parliament, in 
and out of the Commons, might look like weak leadership. Which 
is why it’s unlikely to happen. 
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Natmd talent The former Secretary of State for Defence appears relaxed on screen (Photograph: BBC) 


Portillo goes 






Ichiaei PorflHo, : whose last mayor- television 
appearance gladdened the : hearts of many, has 
landed -a new, sadly temporary. Job as a TV 
presenter arid architecture, pundit. 

'.The former secretary off state for defence is to 
present, jMesumably wfihout a trace of frony, an episode 
of BBC 2*8 architecture programme; One Foot In the 
Past, t-' 

; . Sources at the BBC yesterday described Mr'Por- 
tfflb, the former MR for Enfield and Southgate,^ as a 
“natural presenter, very canning andknowtedgeabJe", 
as he waxes lyrical about his favourite building, 
Wotton House in Buckinghamshire. 

The stately home, which is not open to the public 
but is owned by. a frTend of Mr PQrtf!lo L is an 18tf»-. 
Century house rebuilt in the early 1 9fo Century by the 
currently fashionable architect Sir John Sdctrie (1753- 
1837).-- : . • •- ;.•= ; 

.Mr Portillo is seen walking in gardensaround the 
house, dressed casual ty iria jacket and opervnefckfed 
shirt • .■■■■ 

The BBC's press office first described the gardens, - 
designed tty Capability Brown, as a “perfect wilder- 
ness” before getting cold feet and: insisting that the 
Word “wilderness" would not be appeari ng in the 
programme’s titled - 

During theprogramine MrPortflto confesses tom it 
is the "nithlessness” of Sir John Soane’s replacement 
of foe . old main part of foe building that he admires 
most - '• 

Showing TV audiences a hitherto hidden sensitive 


side, the former darting of foe Tory right apparently 
wishes Wotton House were his because, it would be 
:*the kind of place to Write ‘pdetry.'fal I in love or even 
. hatch political profs". In fact., Wotton House belongs 
to a friend of Mr Portillo's, a Mrs Brunner. 

- Mr Portillo shows a “welHormed” knowledge of 
architecture, according to the BBC. and Sir John Soane 
makes a curiously appropriate architectural hero for 
a politician. 

Soane is described.by the Penguin Dictionary of Ar- 
chitecture as a ‘master of illusion”, who used mirrors, 
natural light and firelight tdtrarisform his buildings. 

And Soane is even more appropriate for Mr Portillo, 
who was asked to present the programme after he lost 
both his seat and his hopes of leading fob Conserv- 
ative. Party. Penguin says- of Soane: “Despite his 
genius, he never achieved complete confidence and 
authority, evep iri his. own style." 

But there theparallels end. Soane, a neoclassicist 
who used touches of fdriiaritic and picturesque style, 
was trained in Italy and-was "profoundly” influenced 
by French architects. Michael Portillo remains pro- 
foundly Euro-sceptical. 

. The programme, to be broadcast on 9 July is the 
first in a series that wffl also include celebrity presenters 
such as One Foot in the Grave star and life-long 
socialist Richard Wilson. 

. Princess Diana's stepmother, Raine Spencer, who 
Is as rioted for her taste in bouffant hairdos as Michael 
PortDIo, will present an edition of foe programme from 
Cheltenham. Paul McCann 


Labour MP 
endorses gay 
campaign 

Stephen Twigg, foe Labour MP 
who beat Michael Portillo in En- 
field Southgate at the general 
election, gave his backing to a 
new campaign by the gay rights 
group Stonewall yesterday. 

Mr Twigg (right), who is one of 
three openly gay Labour mem- 
bers, alongside Ben Bradshaw, foe 
Exeter MP and Chris Smith, the 
Secretary of State for National 
Heritage, helped to launch a new 
drive for equal rights. 

It was foe responsibility of MPs 
of all parties to back the case for 
homosexual equality before the 
law, he said. 

“This is an issue of human 
rights, to be taken up by ail MPs, 
not just those of us who are gay. 
This is one of those issues on 
which Parliament should seek to 
lead public opinion." 

However, while insisting that he 
did not want to assume the mantle 
of a Parliamentary champion of 
gay rights, Mr Twigg said he did 
believe there was a ground-swell 
of sympathy in Parliament 

“I will play my part but I'm con- 
fident that the majority of my 
Labour colleagues will play their 
part as well.” 

Mr Twigg stopped short of urg- 
ing other MPs who were homosex- 



ual to acknowledge publicly their 
sexuality. 

He said: "Obviously I would pre- 
fer that MPs would come out but 
that has to be a matter they decide 
for themselves. I believe that's a 
matter of personal choice." 

Stonewall's new campaign - 
Equality 2000 - aims to enhance 
gays' rights in key areas by foe 
end of the century. 

Fran Abrams 


Diana pulls out of 
mines meeting 

Diana, Princess of Wales, pulled 
out of a meeting with MPs about 
land mines yesterday, after com- 
plaints from Conservatives that 
she had allowed herself to become 
Involved in politics. 

The Princess, who has been 
campaigning for a worldwide ban 
on mines, was due to appear at a 
recruitment meeting of the House 
of Commons All-Party Land Mines 
Eradication Group. 

However, after media claims that 
she was dragging the Royal Family 
into a political issue, she issued a 
statement which said her atten- 
dance at foe meeting had become 
“untenable." 

She is, however, expected to 
continue visiting countries affected 
by landmines. The Princess's offi- 
cials maintained that her interest in 
a worldwide ban on mines was en- 
tirely humanitarian. 

Last night, the group's vice 
chairman, the Conservative peer 
Lord Jopling, said: “I very much 
regret that this highly important is- 
sue Is in danger of being hijacked 
in this way." 

Martin Bell, the independent MP 
for Tatton and a former war re- 
porter, said the row was “so 
sad." 

“It was going to be a private 
meeting. The issue is not political 
at all. I regret that she is not going 
to be there because I think ther 
work in the cause has been inspir- 
ing," he said. 
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FARMING 

Sheep-rustling costs £lm a year 

nhat they are doing, and tbecrin.es are 
planned in advance," said an NFL' Mutual spokesman. 
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SCIENCE 


Unease over biotechnology 

Many Europeans feel uneasy about the moral implications and 
safety of biotechnology, particularly that involving transgenic 
animals, genetically modified food and animal organ transplants to 
humans, according" to a new survey. 

A structured poll, interviewing a total of more than 16,000 
people from every country in the EU. found that they also wanted 
international regulation of biotechnology, and did not trust 
governments to .do. the job property. The respondents did not 
believe self-regulation by scientists would be effective. British 
respondents matetied-the average views of Europeans very closely. 

The strongest backing was for the use of biotechnology techniques : 
in genetic testing - for example, to discover the presence of genes 
predisposing to cancer - and to produce medicmes.The results are 
summarised today in the science journal Nature. Charles Arthur 

BROADCASTING 

Anna Ford must mind her language 

The Broadcasting Standards Commission has taken a firm line on 
explicit language, in its latest broadcasting complaints report. 

Among the complaints upheld are four made by listeners who 
complained when Radio 4 Today programme presenter Anna Ford 
described an Archers character as 3 “shit” live on air. It also 
upheld complaints about the repeated use of the word “fuck” in 
two episodes of the controversial Channel 4 series Brass Eye. Radio 
4’s Loose Ends was censored for allowing two guests to make jokes 
about necrophilia and bestiality. 

Excessive violence complaints were upheld against two episodes 
of A Touch of Frost, as were complaints about a rape scene in 
Channel 4’s screening of Peter Greenaway's The Babv of Macon, 
despite a warning being broadcast before the film. " Paul McCann 

MEDICINE 

Human antibiotic discovered 

It’s not quite penicillin - the antibiotic produced bv fungi - but it 
tU u^l 0 u Ul , thal human skin produces its own natural antibiotic 
which helps protect the body from infection by some common 
hactena. The chemical, discovered by German researchers and 
named human bcta-defensin-2 (hBD-2), could be an important 
step in the war against hactena, which are rapidly acquirine 
resistance to existing antibiotics. s 

Jens Schroeder and colleagues at the University of Kiel found 
I antibiotic was very effective against common bacteria like • 
f < ’°™ n ? n! y. found m the gut, though one strain can cause 
severe food poisoning - and the infectious yeast Candida albicans. 

Charles Arthur 
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news 


Elvis 
branches 
out with an 
orchestra 
to help a 
forest grow 


David Lister 
Arts News Editor 


The rock star Elvis Costello is 
collaborating with Britain's most 
successful chamber orchestra, the 
Academy of St Martin in the Fields, 
on an orchestral work for children 
which will indeed be played in a field. 

In a unique venture, the work will 
form part of a concert to be played 
to Z500 schoolchildren in a field in 
Thames Chase Forest near Brent- 
wood in Essex. Every child at the 
concert will then plant a tree in 
a dedicated copse as part of an en- 
vironmental scheme to replenish 
what has been termed a comm uni - 
ty forest. 

The concert is Lhe culmination of 
an extensive education project in Es- 


sex working with local schools. Part 
of that project has included learning 
about community forests - a rich mo- 
saic of woods and farms, woodland 
and leisure enterprises, nature areas 
and public open space, forming a 
landscape for wildlife, employment, 
education and recreation on the edge 
of towns and cities. 

Costello has scored an orchestral 
version of Tom Thumb, which will be 
conducted by Sir Neville Marriner 
and performed in a clearing in the 
forest next week. It is the first work 
Costello has composed for a full 
chamber orchestra. The script, writ- 
ten by John Geese, will be narrat- 
ed ty children's television presenter 
ZoeBalL 

A spokeswoman for the academy 
said the orchestra was particularly 



Elvis Costello: His work with the Academy of St Martin in the Fields will bring orchestral music to children in a community forest 


keen to work with a contemporary 
composer to bring classical music to 
children. 

Giving the first details of the pro- 
ject yesterday, Costello told The In- 
dependent his piece would be 
followed ty “Green Man Ho", a 
poem ty the late William Anderson 
with music ty composer Paul 
Pritchard. 

Costello said: ‘This is the first time 


imy< 

ing [support] act for anybody, apart 
from for Bob Dylan. But this is a spe- 
cial project" 

He added: Tt's not really like any- 
thing else I’ve ever written. It’s the 
first thing I’ve written for kids." 

Costello is a passionate believer 
in introducing music to children in 
as creative and inspiring a way as 
possible. 


One of his models is Peter and the 
Wolf, which helps children get to 
know each instrument His Tom 
Thumb composition also has differ- 
ent instruments for different 
characters. 

He says: “I try logo against type. 
I didn’t make Tbm Thumb a picco- 
lo. He’s a bassoon because he’s al- 
ways trying to be bigger than he is, 
huffing and puffing." 


. Costello was originally asked to 
narrate the piece as well, but de- 
clined. “I can speak quite fluently, 
but I'm not an actor,” he says. “Kids 
in the audience can relate to Zoc 
Ball. If it was me they would say it’s 
him with the glasses, it’s not as good 
as when he sings." 

He says his mother took him to 
classical concerts when he was 
young, and that took away any fear 


Photograph: Andrew Buurman 


he might have of classical music. 

"The last thing you want is to get 
terribly po-faced. I've never written 
any music before just for the pure 
enjoyment of hearing it with words. 

“It has always been about deep- 
er, personal emotions.. This is a 
completely new experience. 

Tickets for the concert on 3 July are 
free -some are stiO available, telephone 
01717021377 
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Cousteau, guardian of the oceans, dies 


John Lichfield 

Paris 


Cousteau: A fife bound up in the sea Photograph: AP 


Jacques- Yves Cousteau, every- 
one's favourite Frenchman, the 
man who brought the ocean 
depths into the world's living- 
rooms, died yesterday at the age 
of 87. 

It is believed that Mr 
Cousteau will be buried at sea. 

Among his scores of distinc- 
tions, two demonstrate the 
length of his career and the 
range of his achievements. 

In the 1950s and 1960s, he 
won two Oscars, the supreme 
popular cultural achievement, 
for his pioneering films of ocean 
life. 

In 1988 he became a mem- 
ber of the Acadfimie Franchise, 
the supreme French literary 
accolade, for his books about 
marine ecology. 

Tributes from all over the 
globe yesterday were led ty the 
French President, Jacques 
Chirac, even though the two 


men fell out publicly in 1995 
over the resumption of French 
nuclear tests in the Pacific 
Ocean. 

President Chirac said that Mr 
Cousteau was a “sorcerer” and 
a “great Frenchman who was 
also a citizen of the world." 

“He battled across the 
whole planet to protea nature 
and the environment and the 
heritage we will leave to our 
children." The US Vice-Pres- 
ident, AJ Gore, said that Mr 
Cousteau was a “giant, a per- 
sonal friend and a hero for very 
man, woman and child on the 
planet.” 

Mr Cousteau's son, Jcan- 
Michel, said: “My father’s work 
is a hymn to life. 

“On the wall of my office, 
there Is a quotation from my fa- 
ther. ‘Happiness, for a bee or 
dolphin, is to be alive. For man, 
happiness is knowing this fact 
and marvelling at it . 

Jacques- Yves Cousteau is 
most widely known for bis se- 


ries of television documen- 
taries called the Underwater 
world of Jacques Cousteau , 
which were filmed from his 
converted Royal Navy mine- 
sweeper, the Calypso. 

He was also a great pioneer 
and innovator, co-developing 
and using from 1943 the first 
aqualung, or autonomous div- 
ing suit (in other words the first 
to permit diving without re- 


course to permanent lifelines to 
the surface). 

Over more then four 
decades, Mr Cousteau filmed 
nearly 80 documentaries from 
the Calypso . including the 
Cannes Palme d’or-winning 
Silent World in 1956 and Oscar- 
winning World without Sun in 
1964. 

His famous ship sank in Sin- 
gapore harbour after being 


rammed there ty a barge in 
1996; it was salvaged and then 
returned to France as a muse- 
um piece. 

Mr Cousteau launched an ap- 
peal for a replacement, the 
£20m Calypso n, which is due 
to be launched next year. 

Born beside the mouth of the 
Dordogne river at St Andrc-de- 
Cubzac, near Bordeaux, Mr 
Cousteau’s entire life was 


bound up in the sea.. He was a 
naval captain who became an 
ocean explorer in 1950, thanks 
to the benevolence of the An- 
glo-Irish millionaire Noel Guin- 
ness, who bought and converted 
the Calypso. 

A memorial service will be 
held in Notre-Dame cathedral 
on Monday morning. 

Obituary, page 18 


Global wanning poses new 
threat to whales’ survival 


Charles Arthur 

Science Editor 


“Save the krill" may not yet have Che res- 
onance of “save the whale” as a rallying ay. 
But new findings ty scientists in the 
Antarctic suggest that global warming is ef- 
fectively Wling off the tiny shrimp-like crea- 
tures which are the favourite food of 
many species of whales, including the. 
bine, grey, humpback and minke. 

The knll population is being undermined 
ty salps, simple pouch-like creatures that 

are eaten ty only a few marine animals, but 

which produce dense blooms which inter- 
fere with krfll reproduction and kill off their 
larvae. 

Krill look like small prawns, with a pair 
of swimming legs and large black eyes. They 
grow up to about 6 centimetres long dur- 
ing their life of between five and ID years, 
maturing after two years. There are esti- 
mated to be about 500,000 billion individ- 
ual krill — comprising 500 million tonnes 
of biomass -ana they occur in vast swarms 
which can seem to turn the water red. They 
have been harvested - since the 1970s ty Rus- 
sia, the Ukraine and Japan, with about 
300,000 tonnes caughtanniially: their uses 
include feed, for fish farms, domestic ani- 
mals and human food. 

By contrast, salp only live about a year. 



Feeding fear: A humpback whale sieving; the sea for krill Photograph: Artiea 


and their numbers can explode if conditions 
are favourable. 

Data collected in the Antarctic suggests 
that there are fewer kriD because salps nour- 
ish in years when there is less sea ice, where- 
as the krill do better in colder years - 
probably because they can live off algae that 
forms on the ice, Krfll form food for preda- 
tors including “baleen" whales - the class 
of whale with a sieve-like, mouth for filtering 
food from the ocean - as well as AdeHe pen- 
guins, petrels, fulmars, squid and fish. 


Over the 

there have been progressively fewer win- 
ters with extensive sea-ice coverage, while 
average air temperatures have risen. This 
will help the salp and hurt the krill. That, 
in turn, will affect the marine food web, and 
could lead to falling numbers of whales. 

At the same lime, on King George Is- 
land in tiie Antarctic the number of Adelie 
penguins - which forage for young krill - 
has fallen ty 30 per cent since the 1970s, 
and fewer fledglings are surviving. 


Piracy fears over CD machine 


Clare Gamer 


A revolutionary mass-market 

CD recorder which allows peo- 
ple to record their own compact 
discs as easily as cassette tapes 
was unveiled yesterday. 

. The £600 machine from 
Philips Electronics, which goes 
on sale in Britain later this year, 
plugs into any existing home au- 
dio system and can be used to 
copy’ sound from, the radio, 


jecotdfe and voices, as well as oth- 
er compact discs. Philips claims 
that the recording quality is 
even better than the original. 

But the music industry 
warned that the introduction of 
yet another recording medium 
would increase the already huge 
problem of music piracy. 

Doug Dunn, chairman of 
philips Sound & Vision said: 
“The ability to make your own 
audio CDs has been something 


of a holy grail among con- 
sumers” 

Blank, once-only discs cost 
about £3 while rewritable discs 
will retail for £12 initially, al- 
though Philips said it expected 
the price to drop. 

Hi-Fi experts greeted the 
development enthusiastically. 
Andy Clough of What Hi-Fi? 
magazine, said: “We’d all like to 
have one of these. We ail buy 
CDs and want to make copies 


to give to friends and if this 
means we can do that then it's 
very attractive indeed." 

.But the record industry was 
less enthusiastic, wanting that 
the development would do 
nothing to curb the rise in CD 
piracy. Catrin Hughes, of the In- 
ternational Federation of 
Phonographic Industries, said: 
“We lose about two billion dol- 
lars a year through piracy and 
the problem is getting worse.” 
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BA on war footing as 
staff vote to strike 


Barrie Clement 

Labour Editor 

British Airways has drawn up an 
elaborate plan to break the 
threatened strike by 9,000 cab- 
in crew which could start with- 
in two weeks. 

The airline sent a letter to 
stewards and stewardesses of- 
fering to help them cross pick- 
et lines and warning strikers that 
they faced the sack if they took 
action. Prolonged industrial ac- 
tion could cause chaos to tens 
of thousands of holidaymakers 
and business travellers. 

The company went on a war 
footing after union leaders an- 
nounced a 73 per cent vote in 
favour of industrial action. 
Management warned that strik- 
ers faced dismis sal and that they 
could be sued for losses incurred 
by the airline. Those who want- 
ed to continue working were 
promised protection from mil- 
itant pickets and offered ways 
of smuggling themselves into 


Services which could be affected by strikes: 
“Mainline" BA services. All BA flights from Heathrow. 
All irrter-continerrtaj flights from Gatwick. Programme 
of 24- and 48-hour strikes likely from 7 July. 

Not affected: 

Domestic and European services from Gatwick. 
Regional services from Manchester, Birmingham and 
Scotland. 


work. In a ploy reminiscent of 
the miners’ and Wapping dis- 
putes in the 1980s, strike-break- 
ers were promised, secret 
collection points for coach ser- 
vices. Others will have taxi fares 
of up £75 paid and those who 
chose to use their own vehicles 
were assured that car parks 
would be guarded. 

The airline warned potential 
strikers that they risked loss of 
promotion and the option of 
early retirement. Free and cut- - 
price travel the main perk of the 
job worth thousands of pounds 


a year, could also be at risk. 

A document seen by The Iru- 
dependent shows that manage- 
ment has been planning to 
undermine union power for at 
least eight yearn. 

Senior management formed 
a secretive co mmi ttee called 
“The Miners' Group" with the 
express intention of encourag- 
ing the kind of split in the BA 
workforce that led to the for- 
mation of the Union of Demo- 
cratic Mine workers which 
defied the 1984 pit strike. The 
clandestine grouping reported 


to Robert Ayling, who was then, 
human resources director, but 
is now chief executive. 

In the words of the confi- 
dential memorandum, man- 
agement planned to reduce 
"the hold of trade union pow- 
er over cabin crew members” at 
a time when Cabin Crew '89 
split away from the Transport 
and General Workers’ Union. 
Cabin Crew ‘89 members - 
who number about 3,000 com- 
pared to 9,000 in the TGWU - 
will be expected to cross pick- 
et lines if the strikes go ahead. 

Management's plans to pre- 
pare tbe business for the new 
nuDennium, which entail savings 
of £lbn, would not be held bade 
by 1970s-style trade unionism, 
said Mr Ayling. 

George Ryde, national offi- 
cial of tbe transport union, said 
he expected that 9,000 ground- 
staff, involved in a separate 
dispute over BA’s plans to sell 
its catering division, would vote 
by a similar majority for strikes. 
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Cows graze in the shadow of Ferrybridge coal-fired power-station, in Yorkshire 


Charles Arthur 

Science Editor 

Mountains of powder from the 
rendered carcasses of cattle 
with ■'mad-cow” disease (BSE) 
can safely he burnt in power-sta- 
tions, the Environment Agency 
derided. The risk to the public 
would be small, about a tenth 
of that of being hit by lightning 
in any one year, which is esti- 
mated at 1 in 10 million. 

Disposing of the remains, 
225,000 tonnes of rendered 
meat and bone meal and 
i 15,000 tonnes of tallow, or fat, 
would take 200 days in a stan- 
dard 500-megawatt power-sta- 
tion, said David Slater, the 
agency's director of environ- 
mental protection. He is con- 


Cow mountain is 
safe to burn in 
power stations 


sklering seven applications from 
companies that want to burn the 
waste products of cattle slaugh- 
tered in the over-30 months 
scheme introduced in May 
1996. So far 850,000 cattle have 
been killed and rendered. The 
remains are being stored In 
warehouses and are increasing 
by 2,000 tonnes a week. The 


agency also decided there is no 
risk to' public health from land- 
fill sites containing carcasses of 
cow’s infected with BSE. There 
are 6,117 such carcasses in 59 
sites across Britain, as disclosed 
by the Independent in April. 

However, disposing of the re- 
mains in landfill sites is pro- 
hibited under new European 


photograph: Brian Harris 


rules. Disposal through power- 
stations is the only feasible al- 
ternative. It would be burnt at 
1.450C. hot enough to destroy 
anv infectious protein in the 
mix. Mr Slater said. “The nsk 
would be about the same as 
smoking a millionth of one cig- 
arette in vour lifetime." 

Operators would have to al- 
ter existing stations, or buikJ 
new ones, to cope with the 
waste: it could not simply be 
added to fuels now used. But it 
would have about the same 
calorific value as coal. 

Also, it would be free: the In- 
tervention Board, the arm of the 
Ministry of Agriculture. Fish- 
eries and Food which owns the 
waste, says it would prohahK not 
charge for it. 


Alcopops sale led to death 


A pub landlord and his wife' 
have been fined more than 
£7,000 and lost their licence af- 
ter selling alcopops to a 14-year- 
old boy who died under a train. 

There were fresh calls yes- 
terday for more control over the 
sale of the growing range of al- 


coholic “soft" drinks after a 
court heard that Graham Bai- 
ley had been served with Hooch 
just before he died. 

Graham, of Ormskirk, Lan- 
cashire, had been attending a 
friend’s 15th birthday party last 
November when he was among 


DAILY POEM 

Comfort 

By Kevin Crossley-Holland 

Who said anything about comfort? 

Those syllables do not rhyme 
I with zinc slakes or ice-bright sky. 

The sea is grinding her spears. 

Up creeks and gullies, over groynes 

the black tide surges 

and the hag wind rides her. 

In the bleak forest on the staithe 
rigging clacks and chuters. 

Little but memory for company, 
wild geese, swans whooping, 
but no urbanity no 
gossip prejudice bitterness sham. 

In London I dream of these harsh folds, 
the sea 's slam, the light's eagle eye , 
and here again I draw 
this place - hair shin, dear cloak - 
around such infirmities. 

Kevin Crossley-Holland's Poems from East Anglia brings to- 
gether verse about the region where he lives from seven pre- 
vious volumes, plus some formerly unpublished work. This poem 
first appeared in Waterslain (1 986). Poems from East Anglia is 
published (price £7.95) by Enitharraon Press at 36 St George's 
Avenue, London N7 0HD. ' r 


a group of teenagers asked to 
leave the Swan Hotel in Scaris- 
brick after becoming rowdy. 

He was crossing the nearby 
railway line at an unmanned 
crossing when barriers came 
down. Another teenager got out 
of the way of the train but Gra- 
ham was struck. He was said to 
have a blood alcohol reading of 
220mg - almost three times the 
drink-drive limit. Magistrates in 
Ormskirk were told yesterday 
that the youths had been sup- 
plied with Hooch, an alcoholic 
lemonade, lager and spirits. 

Licensee Edward Moorcroft, 
4S. and his wife. Jeanette, 52. 
pleaded guilty to a total of 18 
offences of serving alcohol to 
underage teenagers, and allow- 
ing children under 14 in a bar. 

Mr Moorcroft was fined 
£6.410 and his wife £1.410. 
Magistrates described what had 
happened as a flagrant abuse of 
the licensing laws. Later Alco- 
hol Concern made fresh calls for 
controls on alcopops. 

Spokesman Lee Lixenberg 
said: “There needs to be a tight- 
ening up at the point of sale. Bui 
the bigger issue is the way these 
drinks are being marketed in a 
way lhaL appeals to under-age 
drinkers. We want a much 
tougher regulatory system for the 
drinks trade to abide bv, which 
has the full weight of the law." 

Those at Lhe party were aged 
between 13 and 19. Mice said 
the parents of some of them com- 
mitted offences by buying drinks 


for children and had been offi- 
cially cautioned. Graham’s par- 
ents were not at the party. 

The officer in charge of li- 
censing for South Lancashire, 
Sergeant Geoff Sumner, said the 
sentences sent out a clear mes- 
sage over under-age drinking. 
“The sales of alcopops should oc 
more controlled." he said. “I 
don’t see bow anyone can say 
they are targeted at anyone oth- 
er than those under IS. The mes- 
sage from this incident is over the 
part parents should be playing 
They should be more aware of 
what children are drinking and 
where they are obtaining it." 

Alan Turner, defending the 
landlord and his wife, told mag- 
istrates yesterday that they were 
"shattered'’ by events. They 
had now lost their home, liveli- 
hood and savings. . 

Frank Dobson, the Secretary V . 
of State for Health, has al- 
ready threatened to consider a 
ban on alcopops. And the Prime 
Minister yesterday confirmed 

the Government's aammitment 
to clamping down on their sale. 

After being pressed on what 
action the Government would 
take to discourage under-a^e 
drinking Tony Blair told the » 

Commons at question time that - 

it was “very important that we 
work with the manufacturers 
and others to deal with it". He ; 
said a working party had been •••" -■ 
set up to look into the matter 
after alcoholic ice pops were V- 
found on sale in shops. 
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New tables 
to identify 
schools 
that could 
do better 


Judith Judd 

Education Editor 

New-style league tables will ex- 
pose schools with middle-class 
intakes which get reasonable ex- 
amination results but could do 
much better, ministers 
promised yesterday. 

Estelle Morris, the schools 
minister, announced that from 
this November secondary 
school exam performance tables 
will tell parents whether schools 
have improved by giving results 
for this year and the Iasi three. 

From next year, ministers 
say that both primary and sec- 
ondary schools should he able 
to show how much progress 
pupils arc making at different 
stages. They ward to end criti- 
cism that the present league ta- 
bles tell parents more about the 
background of a school’s pupils 
than the quality of its teaching. 



Estelle Mom's: Tables will 
show value added by schools 

Government exam advisers 
will look at ways in which the 
"value added" to pupils’ edu- 
cation can be demonstrated ei- 
ther in or with next year's 
performance tables. Ail pupils 
will be given a number so that 
they can be tracked throughout 
their school careers. 

Ms Moms said: "So far per- 
formance tables have not given 
as full a picture of what is hap- 
pening in schools as they might 
do. The tables must show more 
than just raw information on 
performance in any single year.” 

She said new value-added lev- 
els for schools would compare 
pupils' prior attainment with 
their current achievement. 
"Those schools which should be 
doing a lot better with the in- 


take they have will no longer be 
able lo coast along in the mid- 
dle of the tables,” she added. 

This year's national publica- 
tion of primary league tables for 
national curriculum tests for II- 
y ear-olds will not be repeated. 
Instead, local authorities will be 
given a statutory duty to pub- 
lish the results. Next year, pub- 
lication will be in January 
instead of March and the 1998 
results should be published in 
November, in time to help par- 
ents in their choice of school. 

It will be up to local author- 
ities to decide whether to pub- 
lish results of national tests for 
7- and 14-year-olds. 

Ms Morris said that research 
done for the School Curriculum 
and Assessment Authority had 
found that it was possible to 
measure value added in schools. 
For example, pupils' perfor- 
mance in tests at 7 will be com- 
pared with their achievements 
at 11. and results at 14 will be 
compared with GCSE results. 
Schools will have to base tbeir 
targets for improvement on the 
new measures. 

David Hart, general secretary 
of the National Association of 
Head Teachers, said the pro- 
posals were a step in the right 
direction but did not go nearly 
far enough. Tables would stifi 
not properly take into account 
pupils who scored less than C 
or those who were absent. 

Doug McAvoy, general sec- 
retary of the National Union of 
Teachers, said: “League tables 
based on crude results are not 
a reliable indication of school 
performance no matter how 
they are modified by so called 
value-added indicators." 

Ministers have decided not to 
change the main measure of 
performance at 16 - five A-C 
grades - despite criticism that 
it encourages schools to neglect 
the weakest and concentrate on 
children capable of getting at 
least a C. ■ 

■ David Bhmkett, the Secretary 
of State for Education, yesterday 
went to News International's 
plant in Wapping, east London, 
to launch an extension of the 
Government’s summer literacy 
schools programme. In a press 
release it was announced that 
Rupert Murdoch’s company was 
giving £250,000 to the scheme. 
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Back to the future: The reconstructed face of a woman who lived in Egypt during the first century AD, under Roman rule 


Photograph: Nicola Kurtz 


David Lister 

Arts News Editor 

Dressed in the height of 
Egyptian fashion, flaunting 
her earrings and neck bands, 
she is a little more reserved in 
her hairstyle, wearing it in a 
neat bun at the hack. 

The extraordinary thing 
about her and her man, said a 
British Museum official, is 
that they look so modern, so 
much a part of the 
contemporary scene. You 
could see these people in cer- 
tain parts of London. 

But these are Egyptians 
from Roman times. The 
skulls of a man and a woman 
who were alive sometime be- 
tween the first and third cen- 
turies AD have been 
reconstructed at the British 
Museum in an attempt to re- 
capture the appearance of the 
people who lived along the 
Nile nearly 2000 years ago. 

They have been put on 
show at the museum 
alongside the original skulls 
and tomb portraits of the 
bodies before mummification 
- and the similarity to the 
portraits is remarkable. 

The reconstructions were 
carried out by Richard Neave. 
Artist in Medicine and Life 
Science at the University of 
Manchester, and John Prag, 
keeper of Mediterranean Ar- 
chaeology at the Manchester 
Museum. 

A British Museum 
spokesman said: “Dr Neave 
and Dr Prag were given no 
information about the 
portraits until the reconstruc- 
tions were complete. 

“The results are dramatic 
and remarkable - accurate 
three -dimension al likenesses 
of two people who lived 
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nearly 2000 years ago hove 
been recreated, whrdi 
correspond closely to their 
painted portraits.” 

The skulls and mummy 
portraits were discovered by 
archaeologist Flinders Petrie 
in 18S8 as he excavated a site 
at Hawara, south-west of 
Cairo. 

He removed the skulls 
from many of the portrait 


mummies for research, 
believing he could find the 
age, character and lifestyle of 
the dead Egyptians. 

Each skull was carefully la- 
belled to correspond to its 
mummy portrait, but the 
eventual arrival for the 
artifacts to Britain went 
unrecorded and the cargo was 
lost. 

A group of skulls have only 


been traced recently and form 
part of the current British 
Museum exhibition: "Ancient 
Faces, Mummy Portraits from 
Roman Egypt”. 

The exhibition shows near- 
ly 200 mummy portraits 
painted on wooden panels, 
linen shrouds, plaster and 
coffin lids, from the muse- 
um's own collection and oth- 
ers in Europe and America. 
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Blair’s promise 
of peace to 





Colin Brawn 

and David McKittricfc 

Ibpy Blair yesterday forced the 
pace of the stalled peace 
process in Northern Ireland fry 
setting a fresh timetable for the 
all-party talks to start in Sep- 
tember and end in May next 
year, raising the possibility of a 
referendum on the talks 
outcome. 

But David Trimble, the Ulster 
Unionist Party leader, last night 
responded by calling for a clear 
deadline for the IRA to call a 
ceasefire. Sources close to Mr 
Trimble said he is under pres- 
sure in Northern Ireland not to 
surrender ground in the peace 
process. “He is walking a tight- 
rope," said the source. 

Mr Blair told MPs that politi- 
cians on all sides owed it to a 
12-year-old Belfast schoolgirl to 
achieve lasting peace. Before his . 
Commons statement. Mr Blair 
met Margaret Gibney, a school- 
girl who had written to him at 
Downing Street appealing for 
peace. “I owe it to her, and this 
House owes it to her, and all 
who have influence and an- 


Unionists give 
lukewarm 
response to 
new timetable 


thority owe it to her, to put a 
stop to the killing and put in 
place a lasting political settle- 
ment," Mr Blair said. 

John Hume, the leaderof the 
Social Democratic and Labour 
Party, signalled that he would 
support the process without 
Gerry Adams, the Sinn Fein 
leader, if the IRA failed to re- 
store the ceasefire. But Ulster 
Unionist MPs were quid, to 
raise their objections. 

Mr Trimble complained in 
the Commons that the Prime 
Minister's plans were '‘serious- 
ly deficient” because they failed 
to include a timetable for arms 
deconumssioning and be said 
the terrorists were being given 
“yet another last chance”. 

And the Rev Ian Paisley, 
leader of the Democratic 


Unionist Party, protested that . 
Sinn Fein was going to get into 
the talks without surrendering 
“one weapon or one ounce of 
Semtex". 

The initiative was given arcss- 
party support by William 
Hague, the Tory leader, and by 
Paddy Ashdown, the leader of 
the Liberal Democrats. 

The Prime Minister con- 
firmed that officials had sent an 
aide memoire to Sum Fein, set- 
ting out the offer to allow the re- 
publicans into the talks six weeks 
after a renewed ERA ceasefire. 
He made it clear that a settle- 
ment would be reached without 
Sinn Fern if necessary, raising the 
prospect of a referendum in 
Northern Ireland on the out- 
come of the talks next year. 

Downing Street later em- 
phasised that Mr Blair will not 
allow himself to be “strung 
along*' by Sinn Fein, and ruled 
out any further contacts with the 
party to clarify his statement. 

The contacts were cancelled 
after the “pointless and cow- 
ardly" killing of the two police 
officers in Lurgan last week. 

Mr Blair also published a 
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Tea at No 10: Tony Blair entertaining Margaret Gibney, the Belfast schoolgirl whose letter about peace so impressed 


document setting out the terms 
for an independent body to 
oversee the decommissioning of 
weapons during the talks. 

The Prime Minister's state- 
ment has put the ball firmly back 
in the ERAs court. The terror- 
ists wiU now face pressure from 
almost every point of the po- 
ll deal compass to declare a 


new cease fire. But the conven- 
tion wisdom is that no ceasefire 
is to be expected until after 6 
July, the date that Orangemen 
are scheduled to march down 
the Garvaghy Road in Portad- 
own - an event which last year 
brought chaos and destruction 
across the Province. 

Gerry Adams last night wel- 


comed the Prime Minister's 
statement, saying: “We will give 
the proposals our fullest atten- 
tion ana consideration." 

But he added: “I remain 
deeply concerned that the de- 
commissioning issue will be- 
come a block to the negotiation 
of the substantive issues further 
down the road." 
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The Government yesterday 
published a secret aide-me- 
moire to Sinn Fein hinting at 
concessions for terrorist pris- 
oners from both loyalists 
and republican groups, if 
progress is made in the 
peace process, writes Colin 
Brown. 

The document said that as 
a confidence-building ges- 
ture, the Government recog- 
nised “the particular 
sensitivities of prisoner issues 
on all sides" . One of the key 
demands from paramilitaries 
on both sides has been for 
early releases to take place, 
once the peace is secured. 

The aide-memoire con- 
firms that officials secretly 
told Sinn Fein that it could 
gain entry to the talks six 
weeks after the declaration 
of an IRA ceasefire. 

The document was written 
after two meetings in May be- 
tween officials and Sinn Fein, 
and is still in force, tt shows 
that ministers were offering 
Sinn Fein the chancs to take 
a seat at the peace talks by 
the end of July, providing the 
IRA announced the “un- 


equivocal restoration" of the 
ceasefire. „ 

“The British Government 
wants to see the talks pro- 
ceed on an inclusive baste 
and move on to the sub- 
stantive political issues as 
soon as possible, and in any 
case by September. It wants 
Sinn Fein participating in 
these talks," it says. 

Some time would be 
needed to assess a cease- 
fire to see that the words of 

the IRA matched their deeds. 
“WO understand that an open- 
ended time period gives rise 
to accusations of bad faith. 
We are prepared therefore to 
remove any misunderstand- 
ing by saying the period of 
time for such a judgement is 
some six weeks. 

“If an unequivocal cease- 
fire is in place by mid-June, 
and is satisfactory in word 
and deed, Sinn Fein would 
be invited to a plenary 
session of the negotiations 
by the end of July. That 
would be the occasion for 
Sinn Fein to make dear its 
commitment to the Mitchell 
6 principles." 


Labour suspends 
MPs to quell 
row over sleaze 


Fran Abrams 

Political Correspondent 

Two Labour MPs were sus- 
pended from holding office yes- 
terday by Lhe party's ruling 
National Executive Commit- 
tee. 

Both Mohammad Sarwar, 
who is accused of trying to 
bribe an election rival, and 
Robert Wareing, who is ac- 
cused of failing to declare an in- 
terest in a Serbian company, 
have denied Lhe allegations 
against them. 

Mr Sarwar was also sus- 
pended last night from the par- 
ty whip in the House of 
Commons. Mr Wareing had 
the whip suspended last week. 

Mr Sarwar’s constituency 
party in Glasgow Govan will be 
suspended until October and 
will then be reopened with a 
greater number of branches 
than before. 

Both cases have been re- 
ferred to Sir Gordon Downey, 
the Parliamentary Commis- 
sioner for Standards, for inves- 
tigation. 

Police are continuing to look 
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into claims that Mr Sarwar 
paid £5.000 to a rival candidate, 
Badar Islam, to “ease ofT his 
election campaign. 

Labour has been anxious to 
act quickly against MPs ac- 
cused of “sleaze” because of the 
damage done to the past gov- 
ernment when it failed to act on 
allegations against minis ters 

Last night, Mr Sarwar is- 
sued a statement repeating his 
belief that the police would 
dear his name. 

“1 am obviously saddened by 
the National Executive decision 
that I should be suspended 
from holding office within the 
Labour Party,” he said 

The chief executive of the 
Scottish National Party, which 
had the the second largest vote 
in Govan at the general election, 
repeated an earlier call for Mr 
Sarwar to resign and allow a by- 
election. 

“Mr Sarwar should end this 
sorry saga now by resigning as 
the Govan MP. As much as any 
other constituency, Govan 
needs a full-time and fully func- 
tioning MP - a role which Mr 
Sarwar is unable to fulfil.” 
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Cabinet toes line on millennium show 


Christian Wolmar 

Westminster Correspondent 

The Cabinet is expected today 
to give the go-ahead to the 
£838in Millennium Exhibition 
which has now enlisted the tal- 
ents of Sir Cameron Mackin- 
tosh, the West End's leading 
producer of musicals. 

Chris Smith, the Secrelaiy of 
State for National Heritage, 
will present a paper to the Cab- 


inet giving details of how the re- 
quirements set hy Tony Blair - 
costs, legacy, national pro- 
gramme. management and con- 
tent - will be met. 

At a press conference this af- 
ternoon Peter MandeJsun. Min- 
ister without Portfolio, who has 
been put in charge of the pro- 
ject. will announce that there 
will he a large "drum arena" at 
the centre of the dome with a 
10,001 Strong capacity. Visitors 


to the exhibition will all first at- 
tend a live performance in this 
arena which will he created by 
a team led hy Sir Cameron 
Mackintosh and his colleague, 
theatre director John Napier. 

There has been widespread 
opposition within the Cabinet 
with virtually all its members op- 
posed to (he plan apart from the 
Prime Minister who has want- 
ed to retain the opportunity for 
giving Britain a modem image. 


Despite all this opposition 
which echoed in the wider 
Labour Party as well, with many 
Labour MPs privately angry at 
the decision to retain the exhi- 
bition, Mr Mandclson and Mr 
Blair are determined to press 
ahead. Indeed the decision il- 
lustrates the extent to which Mr 
Blair is running his Government 
singlchandcdly as he is prepared 
to make decisions in the face of 
opposition from the Cabinet. 


Yesterday, doubts still re- 
mained ewer the dome. The cen- 
tre piece of the exhibition will 
be retained alter the year-long 
exhibition and the year’s exten- 
sion which it is likely to be grant- 
ed. The owner of the land, 
English Partnerships, a govern- 
ment quango, does not want to 
sec the dome retained but it is 
difficult to sec bow the condi- 
tions set by Mr Blair - Ihal there 
should be a lasting legacy - can 


be met if U is to be demolished 
straight after the exhibition. 

Mr Maudeban, however, is 
confident that “the exhibition 
will provide fascination, oppor- 
tunities for learning and fun" 
and will meet the now-famous 
Euan factor - the requirement 
that Mr Blair’s 13-year-old son 
Euan will enjoy the show. 

The exhibition needs at least 
10 million people to visit it, each 
paying around £20 in order to 


meet the financial targets. Un- 
der the conditions imposed by 
the new Government, the ex- 
hibition must not receive any 
public money apart from the 
£200m of Lottery money al- 
ready earmarked by the Mil- 
lennium Commission and a 
£25 0m contingency fund which 
is widely expected to be used 
given that so much work needs 
to be carried out for the official 
opening on 31 December 1999. 


The original ideas put for- 
ward hy the design company. 
Imagination, based on tbe 
theme of time, arc to be large- 
ly retained, although the Gov- 
ernment is very keen on 
emphasising the further rather 
than the past. 

Mr Mandebon said last night 
that people arc fascinated by 
having glimpses into tbe future 
and “we will try to ensure there 
arc as many as possible". 
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PRIME MINISTER’S QUESTIONS 


T his is no country for old 
men. The young, if not 
in one another's arms, 
arc at each other's throats. 
Young Mr Blair and young 
Mr Hague confronted one 
another for the first lime at 
Prime Minister's Questions, 
and the smell of fresh 
testosterone hung heavy in 
the musty air of the chamber. 

Tony Blair, as we know, 
seldom actually walks 
anywhere. If he's not running, 
he's cycling. Civil servants, 
older colleagues, portly 
journalists and meaty 
German chancellors are all 
left behind, panting, as he 
dashes from country to 
country in a mania of 
governing. Given this vigour 
one might have expected 
their encounter to have 
resembled those male 
contests of youth, involving 
measurements of strength, 
dimension, velocity and 
volume. 

But Mr Hague is calmer 
than Mr Blair. Actually, thanks 
to transcendental meditation, 
Mr Hague is calmer than 
almost anybody. There are 
small, silent orders of passive 
nuns living in secluded, rural 
convents that are more 
frenetic than he is. This is, of 
course, due to the 20 minutes 
per day he spends cross-legged 
on the sitting-room kilim, 
going “onunm". So whenever 
William feels passion's prick, 
he baub his chakra back into 
balance, thinks of his fiance, 
Ffion (incidentally, is the 
Welsh for fiance “fftonce”?) 
and the inflammation quickly 
passes. 

So, paradoxically, it was Mr 
Blair who looked toe more 
edgy and nervous as the 
moment approached, his eyes 


Hague 
reveals 
a secret 
talent: 
ommm 
chanting 


darting hither and yon, his 
face involuntarily practising 
some of its favourite 
expressions: pugnacity, 
seriousness, elfin amusement 
and back to pugnacity. Little 
Willy, on the other hand, sat 
there sheathed in light blue 
aura, a contented smile 
indenting the lower curves of 
his cranial egg. Perhaps those 
closest to him could hear the 
faintest sound fc tt ommm , \ 
When, finally the fight 
began, Mr Hague’s voice was 
a surprise. At that famous 
Tory conference, 20 years ago, 
it was like a digitised Enoch 
Powell - a portentous whine, 
except with the variations 
in tone removed. But that 
was obviously too exciting, 
so he has now replaced it 
with an immensely deep 
and placid rumble, like a 
large stone rolling veiy slowly 
down a shallow slope, and 
gradually - as it loses 


THE LEADERS TACKLE BLAIR 
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William Hague asked whether Labour MP Ltew Smith was right to say 

u - fie was threatened with expulsion if he campaigned against a 

; ■Webh assembly: Blair said nobody had been threatened. Any- 
one could speak, out *m accordance with the rules of the Partia- 
I ,rTieirtaryRarty'JnsteadofcapitafeingorthB I Haguea^Blaff 
‘ to say Smith had not told the truth. Blair, predictably, repeated 
- hb flrat reply. He later denied that Labour councils had been put 
•. under pressure to ensure MPs toed the fine on dewakrttan. 
VerrSet: Blair wins 

Paddy Ashdown, anticipating a “winter crisis on the wards', again asked 
Ashdown whether money saved in one Government department should not 
in transferable to another, even if this broke 'spending limits. Blair 
replied The overall control totals must be kept to; the depart- 
mental spending targets are there and tor these two years wilt 
be kept within'. Ashdown was repetitive, but he is highlighting 
an important issue. 

. Vaidteb Ashdown wins 


THE BACKBENCH ISSUES 

THEMES OF THE DAY 


•*A full pint of beer, with the froth on top" (Dennis Turner, Lab. Wolverhamp- 
ton South East) 

•Go v ern me nt spending plans (Dermis SMnnec Lab. Bofsover) 

■The electorai jnandate of Northern Ireland Unionist parties (William Thomp- 
son, UUR; Tyrone West) • 


GOOD DAY... 



If I 


Douglas Hogg pursued the Welsh 
Assembly question. He enjoyed a 
chanop to tmnthe.tabtes on the new 
Gcwemmefit, and demanded thata Min- 
ister (Ron DM&tehmfij come to the 
House and expHivhirn^ He shrugged 
biff. Labour beckbereb, cries id Yraoo‘. 


THE QUIP OF THE DAY 


Martyn Jones (Lab. Chvyd 
South). ‘May I congratulate my Rt Hon 
Friend on a magnificent speech on the 
environment?" Rraflng tos too itodJous,. 
toe Cons erv at i ves began & tidal wave 
of jeering, fmm which he had difficul- 
ty recovering to* rest of. his question. 


raomentum - coming to a 
halt. 

His subject - the handling 
of dissent wilhin Labour's 
ranks - was a good one for an 
attack, but not really big 
enough for a new leader 
trying to look grand. When 
pressed once or twice it was 
fine. Repeated five times it 
made seem insubstantial and 
oddly phlegmatic, as though 
he couldn’t quite be bothered 


with thinking up something 
more exalted. 

Mr Blair rewarded him 
with the same avuncular 
incomprehension that Mr 
Major had shown him just a 
few months before, as if to 


do they know of life?” It was 
clear that Hague's attack was 
faltering. “Omxnmmnun"', 
came the low. almost 
inaudible chant, reaching no 
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ears other than mine. And he 
kept smiling , his aura only 
briefly showing the smallest 
purple discoloration. 

Behind him on the fourth 
raw back, in tbe aisle seat, sat 
the relaxed figure of John 
Major (C, Huntingdon), 
placidly listening to the 
proceedings - his only action 
to pen a short note or 
encouragement to his Tory 
successor. And one wondered 


at how, within the space of a 
few weeks, this man had gone 
from a position of immense 
power to one of poweriessness, 
and yet not a single person bad 
been kffled, no hears bad been 
broken, and no children scared 
by riot or arrest A moment to 
reflect that - whether Blairian 
hyperactivity or Hagueish 
Ommunism wins out - there's 
an awful lot to be said for 
democracy. 


^.-announced that he was standing Lip to speak' tor hie beer 
Britebi T wonder whether the Prirm Minister'has had 
da opportunity to study my Weftfe and Measures '. f he te- 
g^-Tltep ha paused - effterlor breath or- comic effect, Giggles 
arid cries of Thpar hear* 'filled toe Chamberjjefbretoelubby Turn 1 
' er.tdiild flnfefihis sentence:. - ".Beers and Cfdeis Bid'.- 


THE UNANSWERED QUESTION 



THE CREEP OF THE DAY 


. ypjneUPnfSttab, Btpnlpgfiam-SeByQafO asKbd abort ?he cm-: 

up- staAdaiitls' -In' 'Sfihot^ we nf severai questions 
^resfe^&to'whichBlajf repted virtthc^myHrnioiff^Xe Friend Is ■ 


■ateeiiute^-r^it to draw aftenftxi to » good.lndic^or toat 
“ ' ' ; qrefifdng has-octicrretJ. Repiytiw, ha quoted. a :numbef of- 
suspidqusty' relevant to the detail c^Jones^flUBtion, 
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Now Compaq Deskpro — the 
UK’s No I desktop PC" — offers you 
even more performance, capacity and 
reliability. Because when you buy any 
of the current Deskpro models well 
double the standard memory for free. 
Prices for the Deskpro 2000 5166 start 
at just £905 + VAT (£1,063 inch VAT). 
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For this you .get a 
166 MHz Intel Pentium" 
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processor, a monitor and , 

the standard RAM doubled -Wfl.iW! 
to 32MB. For details of your nearest 
Compaq reseller phone today on 

0990 23 24 25 
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Halford triumphs over 
snooping by colleagues 


Patricia Wynn Davies 

Legal Affairs Editor ' 

Merseyside Police illegally tapped 
the office telephone of their fonner 
assistant chief constable Alison 
Halford during her sex-discrimina- 
tion battle with the force, the Eu-. 
rope an Court of Human Rights 
ruled yesterday. 

The important ruling establishes 
a new right of privacy for employ- 
ees and will force the Government 
to review Britain’s phone-tapping 
laws. 

The judges awarded compensa- 
tion of £10,000 to Ms Halford, 
once the highest-ranking female po- 
lice officer in Britain, who launched 
a sex-discrimination complaint in 
1990 after claiming that she had 
been passed over for promotion 
nine times. The complaint devel- 
oped into a bitter struggle with 
Merseyside's Chief Constable, Sir 
James Sharpies, and some members 
of the police authority. 

The Government conceded it 
was likely that Merseyside Police 
had intercepted calls at her office 
at Merseyside Police Headquarters, 
probably with the primary aim of 
gathering material to defend the 
complain L 


a “reasonable expectation” of pri- 
vacy in making and receiving phone 
calls in her office and she had not 
been warned that her telephone 
might be bugged. 

Ms Halford told a press confer- 
ence she had called in a BT engi- 
neer when her phones began 
“ tinkling ". “He could not find any 
reason for it Then quite suddenly, 
something seemed to dawn on him 
and he said it must have been a loose 
wire under the floorboards. The of- 
fice was very modem though, and - 
had concrete floors.” ' 


The judges awarded Ms Halford 
£600 towards personal expenses in- 
curred in bringing the case to Stras- 
bourg and £25,000 of £142^75 she 
had claimed in legal costs and ex- 
penses. They rejected a second daim 
that the- phone at her home at 
Caldy, Merseyside, had been tapped. 

The discrimination case was set- 
tled in 1992 when Ms Halford took 
ill-health retirement with exgmtia 
payments of £15,000. In December 
1990 she had been suspended from 

tions wtfich included swimming in 


‘I feel sad a chief constable I enjoyed 
an excellent working relationship with 
behaved in this dishonourable manner’ 


Her solicitor. Robin Makin, said: 
“The principle has been estab- 
lished that an improper invasion of 
her privacy occurred.. It will have 
tremendous implications." 

In a letter to Ms Hkiford’s then 
MP, David Alton, the Home Office 
said that eavesdropping by the 
Merseyside Police on their own in- 
ternal telephone system fell outside 
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the representative for the United 
Kingdom, unanimously ruled that 
articles 8 and 13 of the European 
Convention on Human Rights were 


for which Ms Halford bad no ef- 
fective remedy ✓Ms Halford had had 


of Communications Act and would 
not require a warrant 
A Home Office spokeswoman 
said that Jack Straw, the Home Sec- 
retary, was “looking carefully at 
whether or not any changes are 
needed to the law”. 


a pool iii-ber underwear. The sus- 
pensionwas later lifted but she was 
resuspended pending a further dis- 
ciplinary investigation. 

She claimed during the Stras- 
bourg proceedings that some mem- 
bers of the Merseyside Police 
Authority launched a “campaign” 
against her in response to her dis- 
crimination complaint This took the 


bringing of disciplinary proceedings 
against her and the interception of 
her calls. 

John Widham, director of the hu- 
man rights organisation Liberty, 
said: “Very senior police officers 
were spying on one of their own em- 


ployees whilst she was fighting a sex- 
discrimination claim agains t them. 
The case establishes a clear right 
to privacy for employees, and the 
Government will now need to draft 
legislation to protect this right” 
When Ms Halford-launched her 
‘ discrimination complaint she was 
the highest-ranking policewoman in 
Britain. Now, 12 of 230 at chief 
officer rank (chief constables, their 
deputies and assistants and Metro- 
politan Polios commanders) are 
women, including two chief 
constables. 

Ms Halford said at the press con- 
ference that she was “extremely de- 
lighted” by t he ruling. “When it 
comes to tapping phones in this 
country the law as it stands indicates 
that you must be a terrorist, a sub- 
versive or a threat to the public. 
Bringing an equality action aid not 

E at me mta that category ... I be- 
eves in the right circumstances 
that it is right and proper for police 
to protect us from wrongdoing and 
that could include phone tapping. 
I feel sad, though, that a chief con- 
stable I have enjoyed an excellent 
working relationship with behaved 
in this dishonourable manner.” 

Sir James said: “No agency can 
ever confirm or deny such matters 
because to do so would undermine 
the effectiveness of the technique." 

Targeted: Alison Halford 
facing the press In Liverpool 
yesterday after the 
Strasbourg judgment 

Photograph: Peter Byrne 




THE DIRECT LINE MORTGAGE CHALLENGE 


Question: 

Is the Woolwich, Halifax or Abbey National 
the best place to have your mortgage? 

Answer: 

See below. 


Securicor staff suspended 
over the death of prisoner 



The Cable speaks for itself', Direct Line is the place to have your mortgage. 
A Direct Line mortgage could save you almost £50* per month. ■ 

You can borrow up to 90% of the value of your home. 

Free valuation. 

No early redemption, arrangement or mortgage indemnity fees. 

We guarantee to save you 20%t on your existing 
buildings insurance. 

If you transfer your mortgage without moving house 
Direct Line will pay your legal fees.tt 
Now you know the answer, give us a call. 



DIRECT LINE 


0181 649 9099 


LONDON 


0161 831 9099 


MANCHESTER 


0141 221 9099 


GLASGOW 


CALL ANYTIME Sam to 8pm Monday to Friday and 9am to 5pm Saturday. Please quote ref. INDI25 
www.directiine.co.uk • ITV Teletext page 377. A Royal Bank of Scotland company. 
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Tbe Prison Service yesterday suspended sev- 
en staff employed by Securicor, the private 
security firm, after an inquest jury found 
that lack of care contributed to the acci- 
dental death of ajnisoner who hanged him- 
self while in their custody. 

Three hours after the verdict at Ham- 
mersmith coronets’ court in west London, 
the Prison Service said it was suspending 
-the certificates of all the officers responsi- 
ble for the custody of Peter Austin, and 
would consider whether they should be per- 
manently revoked. It said it would also re- 
view Securicor’s training programme in the 
light of the case, and would “urgently con- 
sider" recommendations by the coroner. Dr 
John Burton,. 

Mr Austin, 30, was found hanging by his 
T-shirt from a light fitting in the cells below 
Brentford magistrates, court. West London, 

Gulf 
between 
theory 
and 

practice 


About a year ago. Home Office 
civil servants responsible for 
monitoring the pnvatised pris- 
oner escort service declared 
themselves satisfied with all as- 
pects of training undertaken by 
Securicor custody officers. 

Yesterday, it appeared that 
they had revised their opinion 
in the light of events at Brent- 
ford magistrates court on the 
day of Peter Austin’s death. 

Securicor is one of four pri- 
vate companies with a Home 
Office contract to escort pris- 
oners from jails and police sta- 
tions to court and to look after 
them during detention in cells. 

Securicor - which was award- 
ed a contract for London three 
years ago - runs a course de- 
signed to train its employees to 
the same standard as prison of- 
ficers. It covers legal issues, pris- 
oner management, security, 
supervision and first aid. 

What emerged from the in- 


Kathy Marks reports 
on questions raised 
about jail escorts 


on 29 January this year. After he was cut 
down, a bail hearing went ahead outside his 
cell as be lay slumped on the floor inside. 

Earlier. Dr Burton had said he wOttid in-' 
form the Home Office of concerns ex- 
pressed by Mr Austin’s family about the 
adequacy of Securicor's training pro- 
gramme. Patrick O’Connor, counsel for the 
family, told Dr Burton: “It appears that lit- 
tle or nothing has been done by those in 
authority to prevent the recurrence of sim- 
ilar fatalities.” 

His guards denied an allegation that 



there was a delay of up to 10 minutes be- 
fore they entered the cell. However, all but 
one of them said they believed he was fak- 
ing a suicide attempt. 

Mr Austin was the first person to die in 
the care of Securicor, which is responsible 

for prisoner escorts in London. One man died 

in 1993 while being transported by Group 
4, another private firm. 

Deborah Coles, co-director of the pres- 
sure group Inquest, said the case had re- 
inforced questions about the 
appropriateness of private security firms to 
look after vulnerable prisoners. 

John Metcalfe, director of court and es- 
corting contracts at Securicor, said that al- 
though its training and procedures 
accorded with Home Office specifications, 
the company would “carefully review the 
lessons to be learned from this incident" 


Locked out: The Home 
Office has withdrawn 
Securicor's contract to 
escort prisoners from jails 
and police stations to 
court, and look after them 
during detention in cells 
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quest was the gulf between the- 
ory and practice, particularly in 
the area of suicide awareness 
and prevention. The seven cus- 
tody staff on duty at Brentford 
would have received three 
hours of training on how to re- 
cognise potentially suicidal be- 
haviour and provide support 
where needed. 

All testified that Mr Austin 
exhibited signs of being dis- 
turbed. At Chiswick police sta- 
tion, be had tried to cut his wrists 
with a plastic fork and was seen 
three times by a police surgeon. 
TTie documents that accompa- 
nied him to court stated that he 
was mentally ill and a persistent 
drug user. Shortly after arriving, 
he launched au unprovoked at- 
tack on a Securicor guard. 


Michaela Tottev. He also re- 
quested medication and said he 
had been "hearing voices”. 

He was not placed under 
special watch, even after smear- 
ing excrement around his cell. 
Dr Stuart Came, the police sur- 
geon, said he would have ex-* 
pected Mr Austin not to be left 
alone after such an incidenL 

Securicor’s staff instruction 
booklet tells them to seek med- 
ical assistance for prisoners 
who are thought to be ilL Roger 
Gark, the supervisor at Brent- 
ford, did not call a doctor ini- 
tially because Mr Austin was ' 
“not physically ill". 

When he was discovered 
banging, the guards believed he 
was feigning, partly because his 
feet were touching the floor. A 


conversation about it ensued. 
The question of calling an am- 
bulance was not discussed. 

How much time elapsed re- 
mains unclear. Miss Tottey went 
to have “a peep" at him but said 
she “wasn’t opening that door 
for anybocfy after what he had 
done to me that day”. 

_ Deficiencies in training were 
highlighted by medical witness- 
es. Dr Iain West, a senior patho- 
logist, said that in a significant 
minority of hanging cases, tbe 
feet are on the ground 

With about 60 suicides a year 
by people in custody, the Prison 
Service places a high priority on 
the problem. Penal groups- say 
' most prisoners in private escort 
companies’ care are on remand 
or about to begin a sentence — 
categories acknowledged to be 
the highest suicide risks. 

Securicor says it will now 
conduct its own inquiry in tj^the 
Austin death. Until th *35 
pension of their certificatesfces- 
terday, the officers hadUccn 
working in similar iobsjrtind 
have not received extra tra&rn. 
Securicor said it had notcon- 
sidered suspending then# 
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SUMMER SALE STARTS TODAY 
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“Two limited edition Saxos with 2 years free insurance. 
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See! Proof of intelligent life!” Says vindicated Mars expert. “ 



“Now there’s something you don’t see every year 
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Summer Phenomenon 
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news 


Danger on 
the inside . . . 



paedophiles 


in prison 
who recruit 



juveniles 
to a life 
of abuse 


Twilight world: Prison reformers fear that the record number of juveniles in adult jails are at increasing risk of corrup 

■■ ... /svl 


criminals and paedophiles 


Prison officials are concerned 
that juveniles being held in 
adult jails are beiag recruited 
into child -sex rings by pae- 
dophile prisoners;. 


Child sex rings may already exist behind bars. Ian Barrell reports 

W > r . . Af Pl*»C- 


in restricted documents which 
were discussed a meeting of 
prison security ehid&yesterday. 
The papers, which have been 


seen by The Independent, reveal 
that two boys who were being 
held on remand at Doncaster 
prison were allowed into con- 
tact with a convicted paedophile 
called Belcher. 

Since being moved to 


Wetherby prison, in West York- 
shire, the boys have been re- 
ceiving letters from Belcher 
and have been sent money last 
month by another man de- 
scribed as “a colleague of the 
paedophile". 


The papers conclude: “JThis 
gives] rise to fears that they may 
be in danger of being drawn into 
a paedophile ring.” 

Last week, large numbers of 
juveniles were transferred out 
of Doncaster prison. 


A mortgage 
as an 


rate like this appears about as often 
English Wimbledon Champion. 
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decides to move their mcrtaace to Alliance & 
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ks possible you wii! witness an English 
Wimbledon champion in your lifetime. But a 
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The Chief Inspector of Pris- 
ons. General Sir David Raras- 
botham. has told friends tie 
was recently horrified to dis- 
cover that a juvenile offender, 
who had been the victim ot a 
paedophile, was being held m 
the same unit of Cardiff prison 
as the man who abused mm- 

With the prison population at 
a record high, juveniles - aged 
15 to 17 - are now being held 
in neartv half of Britain s jails 
and chronic overcrowding 
makes it difficult to keep them 
separate from adult inmates. 

* Stephen Shaw, director of the 
Prison Reform Trust, described 
the situation as “appalling - 

He said: “There is a danger 
that we will begin to see in pris- 
ons a mirror image of the cor- 
ruption and abuse lhat has 
been found in care homes. 

The issue was one of sever- 
al security problems arising in 
the first five months of this rear, 
discussed yesterday at a private 
meeting in London convened by 
Tony Pearson, the prison ser- 
vice's director of security . 

Special Branch has been 
warned that a group of up to 
seven men with Irish accents 
were observed filming the 
perimeter wall at Brixion prison 
in London in April. 

The men who were also seen 
to be monitoring the move- 
ments of prison vans were chal- 
lenged by prison staff as it 
became apparent that the film 
crew was not authorised. Police 
were called to search the area 
but found nothing. 

The security papers give a re- 
vealing insight into the day-to- 
day life in Britain's jails with 
7387 security incidents being re- 
ported in the five-month peri- 
od - an average of -49 incidents 
every day. 

Drug "abuse is the most reg- 
ularly-reported problem with 


3.053 dreg seizures ( -0 a day) 
in the fire-month petwd .ofun 
in the possession of pn»n ra- 
tions. Drugs hare- 
«l in Valentine s and hirthtfcn 
cards, food flasks, felt-up pens 
and babies’ nappies. 

Scoobv. a drugs-detecung 
dog at Garth prison in Lan- 
cashire. is repeatedly singkd out 
for praise. In ApnL he detect- 
ed £1.000 worth of heroin in a 
balloon concealed in the waist- 
band of a visitor's trousers. 


In the first five months of 
this year there have been: 
HfThirty six deaths. 60 es- 
capes and 444 cases of 
prisoners absconding while 
on leave. 

■ A total of 1.566 as- 
saults - an average of 
about 10 a day. Boiling 
water is a favoured 
weapon. There have been 
11 senous scalding inci- 
dents. the worst being an 
attach on a warder at Elm- 
ley prison in March which 
left the victim with 12 per 
cent bums to his face, 
neck and chest 
HPhson staff have had to 
deal with 29 bamcade in- 
cidents. 229 fires, 36 out- 
breaks of unrest and a 
dozen “dirty protests". 

| The documents also re- 
veal an increasing trend 
among violent inmates of 
trying to kidnap female 
staff members. 


The documents reveal the 
current strain on the service and 
help to explain why Jack Straw, 
the Home Secretary, has bowed 
to pressures created by a record 
hi. 000 jail population and 
agreed to the continued use of 
private prisons and a prison 
ship, both of which he had crit- 
icised in opposition. 


Sex, drugs and 
hostages: a diary 
of disturbance 


1 January 1997. StyaJ, 
Cheshire: A mob of 150 fe- 
male prisoners burst out of 
their cell blocks for a mass 
snowball fight in the exercise 
yard. While staff look on, the 
prisoners sing in the New 
Year and return to their cells 
nearly two hours later. 

7 January, The Verne, 
Dorset: Officers investigating 
noise and the smell of hooch 
are threatened by pnsoners 
who light a bonfire in a prison 
wing, smash windows and 
wreck offices 
10 January, Portland, 

Dorset: A 9mm bullet is 
found in the drain from the 
shower room 

19 January, Albany, Isle of 
Wight: The fire brigade is 
called after a convicted rob- 
ber gels his head stuck be- 
tween the bars of his cell 
window. He is 
cut free after an 
hour. 

20-21 January, 

Full Sutton, 

York: Riots 
squads are 
called in as 70 
inmates take 
control of two 
wings and go on 
the rampage 
31 January, 

Kingston, 

Portsmouth: A 
convicted mur- McAfiskev: 
derer stabs an of- 
ficer with a pair of scissors 
9 February, Chelmsford, Es- 
sex: A convicted thief tells staff 

uIj 6 has s^lowed a razor 
blade. He is sent to the prison 
health centre. 

23 February, Whitemoor, 
Cambridgeshire: Michael 

LSdhe. a serial rapist known 
as the bouthall Stalker who 
used his job as a window 
cleaner to carry out six at- 
tacks on women, attempts to 


take a female prison offiY-Pr " ET ‘ luuu ™*y: nonce ■ - 
hostage. The officer siruoates £ S Iw dl ?? ari ? quad 
I^ Ledlie later SrES?" from Ire- 


ityaJ, 4 March, Sudbury, Der- 

Df 150 fe- byshire: Five minutes before 
st out of midnight a car crashes 
a mass through the prison gates. The 
e exercise driver, covered in blood from 
Dh on, fhe cuts to his arms and legs, 
te New asks to be locked up. His 
heir cells common law wife is later 
ter. found dead at his home. 

*ne, 5 March, Bullingdon, Ox- 

vestigating fordshire: Charles Bronson, 

ll of hooch described as Britain's most 
Dnsoners dangerous prisoner, asks to 

in a prison see a solicitor. He snatches 
>wa and the lawyer's fountain pen and 
holds it to his throat before 
md, taking him hostage. Bronson 

llet is late; gives himself up. 

rom the 5 March, Bullingdon: Home- 

made crossbow is found 
iy, Isle of beneath the pool table. 

]ade is 16 March, Lancaster A 

cted rob- wheelchair-bound woman vis- 

ituck be- itor is found smuggling drugs 

ns cell including heroin and 

cannabis. 

16 March, Bull- 
wood Hall, Es- 
sex: A woman 
serving four 

mail attacks a 
nursewith a ra- 

Nine women 
stage a protest 
after being 
barred from the 
wwAiisKey: security alert Easter Bonnet 
parade which 

SS )r |_ P'annad to disrupt. . 

2SA. ^^Bnxton, London- ' 

ef tells staff free men with Irish accents ' 
are chaflen 9 ed while monttor- 
frie prison mg pnson van movements Se- 

«rm« P ^.cameras reveal other 

EK the perimeter wall. . 

vnehaei 22 May, Stoke Heath, ' . 

5t known Shropshire: Gann warfare" 

fcer who breakout bet^SSSere- 

If™. 4 rom Manchester andStoi^ 

t -lx at- Four are treated for art*?-- 


Ledlie iSSr ifiT 

had been pianninn ISL* \, .. t0 . contatn home- 


. — wiiiue) ||C 

p,annin 9 the attack 
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&M0CI *C»Od in hi$ ceil 
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Robert Fisk 

Beirut 

The Lebanese speaker of par- 
liament has asked government 
officials to find out whether 
Lebanon can sue the United 
Stales for deaths and damage 
caused by Israel's use of Amer- 
ican shells, missiles and bombs 
against Lebanon. 

Nabih Beni, the Shia Muslim 
leader of the Amai movement - 
a prominent Shia militia during 
the Lebanese civil war-made his 
proposal in response to Ameri- 
ca's refusal to force Israel to pay 
$1.773618 {about £lJ08m ) for the 
damage and displacement 
caused by its shelling of the UN 
base at Gfana on 18 April last year 
in which 109 Lebanese civilians 
were slaughtered. 

Mr Bern, who represents 
south Lebanese constituents in 
parliament, has asked Lebanese 
diplomats at the UN in New 
York for a list of legal actions 
which might be taken against 
the US administration as well 
as names of American lawyers 
who would be prepared to take 
the dim on a dminis tration to 

court "We should file a lawsuit 
for compensation to the fami- 
lies of more than 100 children 
and civilians killed in the head- 
quarters of the United Nations 
Interim Force in Lebanon 
(Uniffi) because American aims 
were the reason [for their 
deaths]." Mr Bern announced. 

He was speaking shortly be- 
fore The Independent revealed 
this week that most of the 
bombs and missiles used in Is- 
rael's Operations Grapes of 
Wrath last year - in which 
almost 200 civilians and 14 
members of the pro-Iranian 
Hizbollah were killed - were 
"transfers" from stocks of 
American weapons originally 
manufactured for the US aimed 
forces. Two Hellfire missiles 
fired by the Israelis at an am- 
bulance on 13 April last year 
came from a supply of rockets 
that were made for the US Ma- 





bombs in the UN zone. 


area of operations and thus 
placing more villages inside Is- 
rael’s occupation zone - if the 
Lebanese did not give up their 
demand. Lebanon refused and 
gained the support of the Eu- 
ropean Union. Israel refused to 
pay any damages for the Qana 
bloodbath. 

The Lebanese are under no 
illusions about the effect its law 
suit could have. “We are a 
small country and we cannot 
drive Israel out of the south," 
a government source said yes- 
terday. "But there is. interna- 


Insults fly as 
Bibi fights for 
political life 


Patrick Cockbum 

Jerusalem 

Even by the standards of Ben- 
jamin Netanyahu's government 
it was a low blow. In a no-con- 
fidence motion Tzahi Hanegbi, 
the Justice Minister, repeated- 
ly pronounced the name of 
Ehud Barak, the Labour party 
leader, as “Barach”, which in 
Hebrew means “fled” or “ran 
away." Hus was an uncharita- 
ble reference to allegations that 
in 1992 Mr Barak, then army 
chief of staff, left the scene of 
an army training accident before 
all the wounded were treated. 

The charge outraged Labour 
members of the Knesset and 
much of the media. They point- 
ed out that Mr Hanegbi had 
only just escaped indictment 
over the appointment of Roni 
Bar-On, a political crony, as at- 
torney-general earlier in the 
year. As a student at Hebrew 
University in Jerusalem he had 
allegedly hired thugs with 
ch ains to beat up Palestinians. 

Like many of Mr Ne- 
tanyahu’s manoeuvres the at- 
tack on Mr Barak was more 
cunning than it looked. It. di- 
verted attention bom rheviro- 
lent. feuds within the Prime 
Minister’s coalition which in the 
past 10 days have come close to 
tearing it apart. Mr Netanyahu 
won the vote.in the 120 -mem- 
ber Knesset by 55-50, but 11 
members of histoafition refused 
to vote for him. David Levy, his 
Foreign Minister, abstained 
and earlier in the day refused 
to return the Prime Minister’s 
phone calls; . --- • 

Mr Netanyahu’s career has 
been built on escaping political 
disaster by the skin of his teeth. 
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He may do so again, if only be- 
cause bis many enemies inride 
and outride his coalition cannot 
unite against him. Despite vic- 
tory in the Knesset vote, the tur- 
moil in his coalition is so great 
that by the end of summer Mr 
Netanyahu may be forced to call 
elections, reorganise his coali- 
tion or replace it with a n a tion al - 
unity government. It is also 
conceivable that if 80 Knesset 
members vote against him, 
there would be elections for the 
prime minis ter but not the 
Knesset. 

The most dangerous crisis 
facing Mr Netanyahu revolves 
around the three leading mem- 
bers of his government. Mr 
Levy has a long-held ambition 
to be prime minister. Ariel 
Sharon, the Infrastructure Min- 
ister, on whom the Prime Min- 
ister has recently been forced to 
rely, wants to be finance min- 
ister and join the inner cabinet. 
This is a troika consisting of Mr 
Netanyahu, Mr Levy and 
Yitzhak Mordechai, the De- 
fence Minis ter, which derides 
on negotiations with the Pales- 
tinians and defence policy. 

Other crises facing Mr Ne- 
tanyahu ran probably be re- 
solved. One threat comes from 
Dan Meridor, the Finance Min- 
ister, who resigned last week, 
and Benny Begin, who quit 
over the Hebron deal with the 
Palestinians. Known as “the 
princes” because they are the 
sons of party leaders, they both 
have a record of ineffectuality. 

Natan Sharansky, leader of 
the Russian-immigrant party, 
who last week was refusing to 
return Mr Netanyahu’s calls, has 
been bought off with a deal 
which gives more money to the 
Russian community. 

In last year’s poll Israelis for 
the first time voted separately 
for the prime minister and the 
Knesset. The result was politi- 
cal fragmentation. The largest 
i parties. Labour and Likud, to- 
| gether won 56 seats outs of 120 
l Sad have to rely on allies. The 

j result has been to encourage po- 
! lineal paralysis. The issues at 
stake are generally personal. 

' This weakens Mr Netanyahu 
but it prevents his overthrow. 
The real danger for him lies in 
the disaffection of Mr Levy 
and senior cabinet members. 




Natth Bent Seekfog US tempers 
to file for compensation 

rine Corps and subsequently 
transferred to Israel. Four chil- 
dren and two women died in the 
attack on the ambulance. 


tional law and we know that 
much of the ammunition fired 
at our civilians by Israel comes 
from American. Why should 
Wshington'not be made to pay 
for this?" 

Patience with Washington’s 
pro- Israeli diplomacy has just 
about reached its end in 
Lebanon. The situation was not 
helped when Richard Jones. 

US ambassador to Lebanon ex- 
plained that his country’s rejec- 
tion of a UN General Assembly 
vote for Israel to pay damages 
was prompted by Washington's 
belief that the matter should 
have been debated in the Secu- 
rity Council - where, of course. 

it would have been vetoed by the Rescue mission: A donkey checked by a member of the World Society for the Protection of Animals’ disaster refief team bi Montserrat in the Caribbean, 
United States. where volcanic eruptions since July 1995 have resulted in many animals befog abandoned, sick and starving Photograph: Lou BoptyWSR\ 
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Court subpoenas 
Winnie Mandela 


Mary Braid 

Johannesburg 

Four years after President Nel- 
son Mandela's former wife Win- 
nie w as convicted of kidnapping 
and beating a Soweto schoolboy 
- later killed by her notorious 
bodyguards - the murder of 
Stompie Seipei Moeketsi, 14, 
has returned to haunt her. . 

The Truth and Reconciliation 
Commission (TRC). set up to in- 
vestigate the atrocities of Lhe 
apartheid era, has announced 
that Ms Madikizela-Mandeia is 
being subpoenaed to appear 
before a private hearing later 
this month in connection with 
amnesty applications from her 
former guands - nicknamed the 
Mandela United Football Club 
- including club “coach" Jeny 
Richardson, who was jailed for 
his part in Stompie 's death. 

Ms Madikizela-Mandeia 
should be prepared to answer 


questions that reach far beyond 
Storapie's murder. Dumisa 
Ntsebeza, head of the commis- 
sion’s investigative unit, said 
TRC investigators had uncov- 
ered new information about 
the club's operations. Former 
club members' applications ap- 
parently reveal new details not 
just about their own activities 
but those of their mistresses. 

The commission is refusing to 
confirm an internal leak that the 
information concerns as many 
as II murden or a newspaper 
report, that the TRC had re- 
ceived a map of a mine shaft in 
Johannesburg where the bodies 
of other Soweto children were 
dumped. But South African 
newspapers have quoted com- 
mission “sources" saying former 
team members are “singing" in 
an attempt to win amnesty. 

Although the commission 
hearing involving Ms Madik- 
izela- Mandela - expected to 


take place in the next few weeks 
-will take place in private, the 
TRC is allowed to release in- 
formation at its own discretion. 
It can turn its findings over to 
the crimraal courts. 

Stompie was kidnapped from 
a church home in Soweto in 
1989 and taken to Ms Madik- 
izela-Mandela's home where 
he was severely beaten. The 
President's former wife claimed 
she took the teenager because 
he was being sexually abused. 
Although charged with murder, 
Ms Madikizela-Mandeia was 
convicted only of kidnapping 
and beating the boy. She was 

sentenced to six-years in jail but 

this was later reduced to a fine. - 

Since the murder trial the for- 
tunes of the once undisputed 
Mother of the Nation have 
fluctuated wfldly. Mr Mandela 
appointed her deputy minister 
for arts and culture but later 
sacked her for insubordination. 


Last year the President di- 
vorced her after a four-year sep- 
aration, making it dear that 
while she bravely kept the cause 
alive during his long incarcer- 
ation they had bad no real re- 
lationship after his release. Few 
would deny the pressure she was 
under during the apartheid 
years. But even before Stom- 
pie's death her excesses were an 
embarrassment to the African 
National Congress. 

Earlier this year she proved 
her grass-roots support at least ' 
has not died when she romped 
home in the elections for the 
leader of the ANC Women's 
League. But her overall fall 
from grace was underlined m 
Lhe South African newspapers 
yesterday. Benealh the front- 
page story of her summons by 
the TRC was a headline an- 
nouncing President Mandela is 
to holiday in Britain in July with 
his “sweetheart" Graca MacbeL 



Spiritual Bffc The artist formerly known as Prince (left) joining Muhammad AH for a Washington 

ing the WOrid Healing Project and Honors Benefit Concert to be held in October in Los Angeles. Photograph. Laura uamoen 


IF MONEY TALKS, 
THE VOLVO S40 SPEAKS 
PERFECT SENSE. 







THE VOLVO S40 1-0 FROM ONLY £175 A MONTH. 


The stunning S40 is a car for people with more sense 
than money. 

Thanks to Volvo’s Advantage scheme and the S40’s 
ability to hold its value, you can now drive the 1-8 litre 
for only £175 per month. 

And, at the end of a 2 or 3 year period, you can opt 
to buy the car with a final payment, choose another Volvo, 
or simply return it without incurring any further cost. 

You also get more torque for your money with the 
choice of smoothly refined 16 valve al uminium petrol 
engines or an economic turbodiesel engine. 

And of course, it comes with all the classic standard 
safety features you’d expect of a Volvo - Side Impact 
Protection System (SIPS), driver’s airbag, SIPS airbags 
and ABS. (So your senses won’t be numbed, either.) 
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%OLVOADVaNTAGE ON THE ROAD PfilCE SI5.J75.00 

S 40 1-8 ■ £ 15,375 DEP0SIT < 37 *> 

ON the ROAD BALANCE S9 , e73 . 00 

APR 24 MONTHLY PAYMENTS OP** S 174.06* 

15 10/ OPTIONAL FINAL PORCHASE 

|v|70 PA ™ENT/GMEV*« A7.657.00 

"Smble cha *obforcred,t S8i238 . 84 

^ BtABLE TOTAL AMOUNT EATABLE S17.6IS.84 
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On top of this, there’s a free 5700 styling pack'consistmg 
of alloy wheels, front fog lighted a leather steering 

Mth the 1-6 litre model starting from only 514,925 on 

the road, it now makes perfect sense to choose a Volvo S40 

VOLVO. A CAR YOU CAN BELIEVE IN. 




UN to phase pull-out 
from East Slavonia 

The special UN admin isiration for the Serb area of 
Eastern Slavonia in Croatia will be dismantled in two 
stages under plans released in New York yesterday. 

In a report to the Security Council, the Secretary 
General. Kofi Annan, proposed halving by mid-August 
personnel numbers deployed in Untaes. the United 
Nations Transitional Administration in Eastern Slavonia. 

Under Mr Annan's plan, which is likely to gel Security 
Council support, the Untaes numbers would Fall from 
5.000 troops to just above 2*500 in August and 10 just 720 
by October if all goes smoothly. 

The prerequisite for an eventual withdrawal of Untaes. 
Mr Annan said, was the “full cooperation of the Croatian 
government which bears responsibility of convincing the 
local population that reintegration of the people of the 
region is sustainable". David Usbome - New York 

Pyongyang agrees to talks 

Exactly 47 years after the beginning of the Korean War. 
North Korea yesterday agreed to multilateral talks on 
bringing about lastingpeace involving North and South 
Korea, as well as their wartime allies. China and the 
United States. 

"Pyongyang has accepted a suggestion that senior 
officials meet around early August to set an agenda and 
other details for the peace talks," said one South Korean 
official in Seoul. 

Efforts to lure North Korea to the negotiating table 
have been going on since April last year, when the four- 
way talks were first proposed bv Bill Clinton and the 
South Korean president, Kim Young Sara. 

Richard Lloyd Fairy - Tokyo 

Banana slates rape allegation 

Canaan Banana, former president of Zimbabwe, has slated 
allegations that he raped a male police aide. Mr Ranana 
(pictured) said accusations he had forced police inspector 
Jena Dube to perform homosexual acts over three years 
were “pathological lies". 3 

"How manv times am I going to repeat that I am not a 
homosexual . the Methodist minister and diplomat ! 

snapped in the BBC interview. 

Pres'dem Robert Mugabe has called same-sex partnerc 
lower than dogs and pigs". AP - Harare F 

Push for vote on the Queen 

AusuaUa’s left-wing opposition parties vowed to push for 

b^Slno^h PU V f! e on . becoming a republic, as political 
brawlmg threatened to sink an official debate on the issue 

Si® opposit,on the Australian Democrats said 
prop ?“ a referendum within two years on 
whether or not the Queen should be ditched 

,h2l'* r ? iw PliT ? e John Howard has 

aassa -sssSs. „ 

SPD successor 

The powerful economics minister of North Rhin.* 
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Clement said he and Rau hadL«S?h »T ** 
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Hasnimoto marks war deaths 
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colour;, up to B pages per 
minute (black). Includes 
Live PIX software. 

Free Printmaster Gold 
Software and paper pack. 

MODEL 7000 ■■ 


£299 


canon 1 

Colour InkJet Printer f | J 

Up to 720 ■ 360 dpi resolution (Uacfc and 
aJourX Up B> t.b pages pet mruse /Wadi). joh^. 
100 page sheet Day. DfisE29.EM9.tIW. r| I U 
MODE: EUC4200 Cl f V 

Photo ortridteOm 

HEWLETT PACKARD IfRffl 

Colour InkJet Printer |MmM 

Up to GOO x 600 dpi resolution 
fblackV Up to 600 x 300 dpi resolution 
(colour). Up to Spaces pet minute Mk#k#k 


^^UpmSpaysperrrnnme |%#|A 
(Made). Indrees Photo cartnagt. m l|||i 
MODEL DJC690C+. LA V 9 
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AGFA SCAN MAKER 300 

Indudes a fuS state of document 

management software. 

LOGITECH PAGESCAN PRO 

Indudes Automatie 
Document Feeder. (ADD . 

WasQ49. 

HEWLETT PACKARD 4C 

High quaSty scanner. RecojpTises 
1 biion colours and 1024 grey scales. 


e199 


epson pnrn 

Ccdaur Inkjet Printer ■■■■I 

Upu 1410 1 770 dpt r^oWkn (bfed ardcok)or).Upto6pag« 
per route (lfabj PC and Ike ampattok. wjm 
REEPiktecterGoUSaftHie r iXQ 

ad NpcrpidL MODEL: Stylus Color 600. CAU7 

EPSON ffWflJ 

Colour Inkjet Printer IBmm 

Up to 1440 > 770 resolution (black and colour). 

Up to B pages per minute (black). 

Up to 7 pages per minute (colour). m ww 
Free Printmaster Cold software and r/t W 
paper pad. MODEL Stylus Color BDOl t TA? 
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CANON 

Laser Printer. 

Up to 600 x 600 dpi resolution. Up to 6 
pages per minute. 22 scalable TrueType 
fonts. 100 page multi-purpose sheet feeder. 

MODEL L5P 660 


BRITAIN'S BIGGEST 
COMPUTER SUPERSTORE 


EPSON 

Scans in at up to 240dpi 

resolution (with software Ik. 1 

enhancements). Comes 

complete with OCR, Page 

Manager and Adobe C ll 

PhotoDekae software. V M 

MODEL. GTS 50W MmM* WT mF 

TRUST HANDY SCAN m 

Colour handheld scanner. - r , r #U 

Ideal tor home and office use. t ■ wF 

LOGITECH SCAN MAN P2000 

Scan colour, grey stale Wad and while i 
images and ted rliredfv into applications. 1 

PLUSTEK OPTIC PRO 4830 [ 

30 bit colour scanner, . 

indudes document »] 

management software 1 1 



:e79 MICROTEK 

JTjrajn 1 Latest high quality 
1 * J _ colour limbed scanner. 
.ICQ Scans in at up to 4800dpi. 
ClU7 MODEL- 1-300 


NEW 


£149 




NEW 


£299 




DIGITAL CAMERAS 


NO NEED FOR FILM OR DEVELOPING 





SHARP 

Laser Printer 

300 dpi resolution. Up to 4 pages 
per minute 100 sheet paper tray. 
PCL4 emulsion. 

Was £249 MODEL JX9200. 


HEWLETT PACKARD 

Laser Prtetar 

600 x 600 dpi iHolutioa 
Up to 6 pages per minute 


mnute 100 sne^ paper tray. Up to 6 pages per minute tm mmt 

.emubtion. C# #11 1Mb RAM. 26 scalable typefaces, e %/l U 

E249 MODEL JX920a LA Mm 9 Was £369 MODEL Las«)e(6L t i# 




HEWLETT 

PACKARD 

Afl-in-One Office Solution. 

Colour inlqet printer, colour 
flatbed scanner and colour 
copier. Fax capability with PC 
and Modem, 
was £699. 

MODEL OfficeJet Pro 1 150c 





£599 


HEWLETT PACKARD 
M-tat-One Offloo Solution. 

Inlqet prmter, scanner, copier 
and plain paper fax 

MODEL OfficeJet 35C. 


£469 


CANON . _ k 


AB-in-One Office SoMSon. T 

Colour inkjet printer, ■■ 
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i Cameras that store pictures 
digitally, so there's no more film 
or processing. 

i See your shots instantly on 
the LCD screen. If it's not 
quite what you wanted just 
delete and reshoot it 


K iy* 

■ift 



• Edit your pictures on your PC 
You can remove red-eye, change 
colours and backgrounds 
(software not supplied unless 
specified). 

• Put your photos in documents 
and letters, fax or e-ma il them. 

FUJI DS-7 

High quality Fupnon optics (3 zone 
focussing). Indudes Adobe Photo 
Deluxe software. Wtas E5 99. 


W k'oi’rJ-W. . 



640 x 480 resolution Stores iqi to 
120 images. 

Selected stores only. 




Maximum 1024 x 768 resolution 
Stores up to 120 images. 


£549 


mm - a m * r? • 


SONY 

With its 4Mb memory, 
store up (o 103 images 
economy mode (30 fine, 
58 standard) at a 640 x 
480 pixel resolution. 
MODEL DSC -FI 


NEW 


£699 

<199 


teir""- 

MODEL MidbRASS OOl 


£549 


CREATE THE ULTIMATE 
GAMES MACHINE 


Links diredfy to Casta's QVcfigital i*A 
camera range (0 give 18, 3 6 or m IUU 
46mm colour prints Eli? I# pieftal V 

CASiOQVli aaa ThewoAfs 

Capture upto 96 images and smre r IUU I 
or edit them on your PC EA## I 

NIKON COOLPIX 100 ■jf f y f j ; 

Stores op to 42 images, links dkrecdjr opture sou 

to your PCMOA slot a a a* digital stee 

"Mlien bought with any lap top, r 4UU 10CR super 
usual price M99. L«# mp it MODEL C* 


Digital lfideo Came 

The world's smalest and 


Mnew 


capture sound in PCM 
digital stereo. Reatwes a 
IDGx super zoom. 
MODEL CT/M-l 


ANY INKJET CARTRIDGE WHEN BUY 2 GET 1 FREE ON HEWLETT 
YOU BUY ANY INKJET PRINTER PACKARD BRIGHT WHITE PAPER 


(By voucher ifdrmption - ask in stow far daufe) 


El 1-99 each 


COMMUNICATIONS 


rSwESBO 


Wk 






UPGRADES 


SAVE % £20 F nSAVE S £40 



DIAMOND STEALTH 
64 22 01 XL 

Quality entry potre 
graphics card 

DIAMOND STEAUTH 
200DZL 



DIAMOND SUPRA EXPRESS 
3M EXTERNAL MODEM 

Surf the Internet send e-mads 
and taxes with this exceflenl 
value for money modem. Was 


i EXTERNAL MODEM 

the Internet send ejnmls MA 

taxes with this exceflenl f IM 

e for money modem. Was £99. Lf tt 

rES 56k INTERNAL MODEM " 

aIJIQ 

rlcn Pipe* software. r 1 1£1| 

ml price £24.99.) II I Tf m 


£59 

s 



HAYES 56k INTERNAL MODEM 

The latest 56k technology - 
% price Plpex software. 

(Usual price £24.99.) 



USR5P0R151ER FLASH 

This popular modem comes x 2 
reedy to upgrade to 56kbps as 


X2 READY 

isuttf AT 5EH H0W.T 


and when the new technology 
arrives. Contains fax/data/vo«te 
software. Was £199- Save £20. 




MOTOROLA VDKESURFR 
HOME/OFnCE SOLUTION 

The latest 56k tedrakigy- M A 

(llSal pritt&4.99.) tl 17 

PSION DACOM GOUKARD PCMCIA 

SHSKSffiSSti** rlQQ 

business travellers. L I w l» 


BELION LAPUNK . 1 ^ I 

WINDOWS 95 CABU mtm 

Connect wur laptop to your PC pi | qa 

trandwfles and update Womation. tiff .99 


BELKIN LAPUNK 
WINDOWS 95 CABU 


TRUST SMART HUB f wM 

Network connexion- connecting g. I 
up to 8 PCs lo the Ethernet 1 1 t#iv 


LOGFTECH WINGMAN EXTREME 

Take your games to 

the limit with this _ Jl M 

multi func^on 'FlUil^Bl QA 

digital joystick. » ■ ■ 

1HRUSTMASTER 
TOP GUN JOYSTICK 

Ideal joystick for aB your ,1l| M 
gaming needs. [A wP.99 

MICROSOFT SIDEWINDER PRO 


accelerator card tOJ 

VIDEOLOGIC l?l Will 

APOLOYPSE «■ Ji Jte 

Biitg your games to fife with f lflQ 
this shinning 3D graphics card, fc |*t7 


DIAMOND 

MONSTER 

Ama2n% 3D 
graphics card 



ExceUem value, fast CD-ROM drive: 
Was«29;«-W,699. 

GOLDSTAR 16x CD-ROM DRIVE 

latest IDE CD-ROM 
drive. FAST 16 speed. 


£149 


TRUST SMART HUB 

Network connection - connecting 




CbmbiiutimadaawfareiwiKtaBri; MA 
OTadai CetanewoAanf nreaseyowfA QQ 
prakuiMy through afffcitiratjhsrg. t™ 


3 COM ETHERNET 
PCMCIA CARD 

Ethernet card for network 
connection to your laptop. 


£149 


CH PRODUCTS FI 6 COMBAT STICK 

Ideal lor ffight SIMMs and M 

shoot- em-up. Never _U| 

take off without one. fcw i 

THRUSTMASTER FT2 


£69 

5TICK 

e89 

If 



MATROX MYSTI QUE 4 Mb 

Complete 3D and HEQ3QI 
Multimedia axelerNn i^BCS33Si 
combines the new 64-bit j. 

graphics dnp technofogy ■] 

with 4Mb of powerful f 1 #3 

SOIAM memory. Was £149. 


CREATIVE LABS AWE 
64 VALUE SOUNDCARD 

Tbp quality 64 voice 
soundcard at an 
unbelievably low price. 

SONY SBS-PC21 
SPEAKERS . 

High quality speakers. j 


YAMAHA Y5T-M2D SPEAKERS 

20 watt powered stereo — A 

speakers with Dreital sound .Cl] 

processing. £09 

SONY 5RS-PC71 SPEAKERS AA 

Breath I5e in to your _^B^B 

muftimedJa applications. Cvv 


£79 

£29.99 


IOMEGA 

Zip Drive. 

Complete portability 
and fast easy backup. 
Provides complete 
storage for all your work, 
graphics, internet and 
multimedia- Was £149. 


! i JVi] Ti;;/ 1 


ftigh capacity, higMy Seribte 
data backup system. 

WESTERN DIGITAL 2.1Gb 
HARD DISK DRIVE 

Ideal br home or business use. 

Was £229, 



9 


£209 




WESTERN DIGITAL 4Gb 
HARD DISK DRIVE 

Stores up to 4Gb, Easy 
to install Was £349; EJ29. 





£129 


CREATIVE LABS JUNE 64 GOD SOUNDCARD 

Awesome 3D soundcard M J t m 

Plug and play. Indutfing BSufai 

professional midi ^ 

music software «,1KU 

Was £199. £ 199 


EXTRA MEMORY 
4Mb SIMM 

ffluy two 4Mb SIMM (EDO or 
non-parity) and save B. Total 
separate seSng price E39^8. 


ADAPTEC SCSI CARD- 

SCS card for faster peripheral 
connection 


£34.98 

£49.99 







Ergonomic mouse with 
Windows 95 
scroll 'wheel' 
button for easy 
navigation 




UNBEATABLE SERVICE 


EXPERT ADVICE & AFTER SALES SUPPORT 

Hdfrt e for - 


a. day. : ; uffgr^e^.-^driSguratipns 
! ■' ,■ '.andirtstaficttSjnk..-'. 

•- • Buslates C^itrB WTth 

‘tisoHf rhoiceJ . ‘ “dedicated. ,■ ; 


■ .... -„i«r We won't be beaten 

LOW PRICER 


PROMISE 


store wtf*i f of purchase we wil rehmdthe 
tHferencf - guarartMd prawSng youproduto 
ypur receipt and details of where you saw tile pbct. 


Pu world 

THE COMPUTER SUPERSTORE 



SAVE MT7 
ESO 


gasaag 




CTX 

IT* FST Colour Monitor. 

0.2a* dot pitch. ISO x 1024 maximum 
resolution. UsuaHy £429. 

MODEL. I765S 

TRADE IN PUKE 



LONDON AREA 


TRADE IN PRICE 

SAVE £80* 


■ EAST KILBRIDE ■ pOKWKH 


vW 


AnKusvriopsc vewi ud. AU PWQS wcubs v® HWirn** n®>rr ouownOHS WUUBU on mequbt ROM: t*PT hukui uwlwjk amgnuc. rDtEL hempstew hpj nc, ■bring in youb tao pc uonhor re BBRnr from htwc^N. mmrr offer ehos honew xjth Mtt 


£349 


OVER 75 PCs 
OVER 1 500 SOFTWARE TITLES 

And everything else you need for your PC. 
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Tribal militias mass for war 


Sierra Leone's 
native warriors 
are mobilising 
to confront the 
military junta. 
Michael Ashworth 
in Freetown reports 


Civil war threatens to sweep Sierra 
Leone as tribal militias mobilise 
against the countiy’s military junta. 
The militias, known as the Kamajors, 
can count on more than 17,000 fight- 
ers. and control much of the south 

and east of the country. 

The army ousted Sierra Leone’s 
elected president on 25 May. Despite 
the military intervention of Nigeria, 
Major Johnny Paul Koroma, the 
coup leader says be has no intention 
of surrendering; power to President 
Ahmed Tejan Kabbah. But now the 
militias are on the move. 

Skirmishes around Bo, the second 
largest town in Sierra Leone, have 
drawn troops away from the capital 
and into the interior. At present the 
army holds the town but the militias 
are gearing up for an assault on army 

positions. 

An air of tension hangs over the 
motley group of soldiers that man the 
checkpoints on the edge of Kama- 
jor-con trolled territory. They huddle 
in small groups in the shade, smok- 
ing cigarettes and talking in subdued 
voices. Corporal “M16” wants to ex- 
change two grenades for cigarettes, 
while his commanding officer im- 
plores him to take up his “deploy- 
ment position”. 

A pick-up truck mounted with a 
>50 calibre machinegun and laden 
with soldiers bounces up a dirt track 
towards the checkpoint. As the car 
turns a corner the man behind the 
machinegun loses his balance and 
topples over, his helmet bouncing off 
the truck and on to the road. 

“We are professional soldiers who 
have done a good job in bringing 
peace to our country by joining with 
our rebel brothers,” says “Ml 6", 
wearing Sip-flops and a yellow duster 
as a neck scarf. The day before, this 
contingent was ambushed by the Ka- 
majors: but none of the soldiers 
seems to want to talk about it. 

Ten miles down the road towards 
the Kamajor-controUed town of Keo- 
ema is another checkpoint manned 
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by a uniform, but outlandish, group 
of men. More than 200 warriors from 
the jBoama chiefdom straddle the 
road, their grim faces streaked with 
war paint, their hessian overalls 
adorned with myriad mirrors and 
colourful tribal fetishes. 

Slung on their backs axe rocket- 
propelled grenades and Kalash- 
nikovs: their waist-belts glint with 
daggers, machetes' and cutlasses. 
Unlike their army counterparts 10 
miles away, they are in a jubilant but 
blood-thirsty mood. “Tell them [the 
army] to be afraid, very afraid, we are 
coming for them soon,” said Alon- 
sus Wanga. He holds a bone frag- 


ment wrapped in silver foil which, he 
says, “throbs” when his enemies are 
near. Thankfully, for the moment it 
is quiet. 

Historically the Kamajors evolved 
as the first line of defence against the 
RUF, the revolutionary movement 
that has plagued Sierra Leone since 
1991. With the assistance of a for- 
eign security company, the Kamajors 
managed to bring the rebels to heel 
last year, which allowed for free elec- 
tions and a peace accord signed in 
Abidjan last November. The recent 
coup by. the army and the invitation 
to their supposed enemies, the RUF; 
to join them in government, has in- 


furiated this formidable force, which 
is threatening to march on the cap- 
ital Freetown. 

Their strong animis tic and su- 
perstitious beliefs have bound them 
into a highly effective force that pre- 
sents the most immediate threat to 
the junta and makes them a power- 
ful ally of the Kabbah government 
in exile. 

“We want democracy in this coun- 
try. We want Kabbah to return. 
These military guys and rebels are 

criminals and we will fight to save our 

land,” says the chief of the Boama 
Kamajors, Hassan Sallu. He holds up 
a buds horn that is supposed to pro- 




vide a protective shield to people in 
the area. 

According to one nervous army 
sergeant in Bo: “They do not know 
the meaning of tactical withdrawal 
They fight to the last man”. The RUF 
is fearful of them, having suffered 
numerous defeats in the past year. 

The Kamajors believe, as do many 
of their enemies and followers, that 
they are endowed with magical pow- 
ers. “They can become invisible 
when they want to, and bullets 
sometimes bounce off them.” says 
Mollai Bangui a, a taxi-driver from 
Freetown. Chief Hassan, or as he is 
more commonly known, “the Chief 


Tough Guy”, goes into battle with no 
weapon but his hand, which, he 
r |aims, “1 just point at my enemies 
and they are destroyed”. 

Their superstitions have some- 
times caused events to backfire. In 
one ski rmish with the Kamajors last 
year, the RUF forced a group of 
naked women to run at them, know- 
ing that the Kamajor consider such 
a sight to be bad luck. The Kama- 
jors immediately took to their heels, 
allowing the RUF to escape. 

But in general they have proven 
to be Highly effective and determined 
Nish fighters. They were far more ef- 
fective than the army in turfing out 
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rebels and they enj^ widespread 
grass-roots support. Their cnes for 
the return of the Kabbah government 
are echoed both in and out of the 
country. With troops of ihe region- 
al peacekeeping force ECOMOG re- 
luctant to intervene in Sierra Leone, 
the Kamajors are the only group pre- 
pared to oust the junta by force. 

Although the militias could be 
used as leverage in negotiations, the) 
could also precipitate a bloody civ- 
il war. In this instance they haw sided 
with the ousted president- but they 
are a law unto themselves and the 
growing militarisation of tribal 
groups does not bode well for the fu- 
ture. 

Meanwhile, in Freetown, the 
haemorrhage of money and invest- 
ment from the country, coupled 
with the refusal of public and private 
sector workers to return to work, is 
putting increasing financial pres- 
sure on a junta that can only guar- 
antee loyalty if it continues to pay its 
troops. ” 

The alliance between the army and 
rebels stands firm, but a few soldiers 
are now expressing reservations 
about working with their former en- 
emies. As the money runs out. these 
reservations will harden. 
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There’s only one thing 
sharp as an original. 



Another original. 
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Got your attention then? Good Originals do that Original Printouts. HP LaserJet- printers deliver 


You know, catch the eye. They look different 
Efeel different They leave a lasting impression. 


the clearest images and graphics. While the unique 
Resolution Enhancement Technology gives the 


Look, you've written a report, a proposal, a memo, sharpest edges. In short, 


whatever. What you’re saying is important 
So make sure it gets noticed Give everyone an 
original MOPy. It means producing Multiple 


HP LaserJet MOPies turn heads. 
Don't be shy. Look good 
Get noticed Be, 'Original'. 


HP PRINTERS. PAPER THAT WORKS FOR YOU- 
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Everything’s easy in a Land Rover Discovery. Hills. 
Streams. Vdlleys. Rivers. Glaciers. Mountain paths. Steep 
climbs and mud to the floor-pan. It handles the lot. 

And with Freedom Finance It’s even easy on your 
pocket as you can buy one for as little as £150 a month 
(plus deposit and final payment).* 

It works like this. 

Choose which model you want. Decide on a deposit 
between 10% and 40%. Then pick either a two or three 
year pay back period. 

Then you’ll be able to relax for two reasons. 

The tiist is that Freedom Finance gives you a guaran- 
teed end-of-scheme value for your Discovery. And the 


LAND ROVER DISCOVERY 3DR TD1 

25 MONTHLY AGREEMENT, 12,000 MILES PER ANNUM 

£2065000 

On the road price* 

£20.65000 

£6,069.44 

Deposit 

£331085 

£12^8056 

Amount of Credit 

£10836.15 

E150D0 

24 Monthly Payments'* 

£35000 

£13,00000 

Guaranteed Future Value 1 

D3JXM0 

£12,000.00 

Final Payment 

£12^0000 

£1,00000 

Customer Equity 

EtOOODO 

£3,11344 

Charge for Credit 

£3,657^5 

£23.76344 

Total Payable 

£2430765 

12.96% 

APR 

12.89% 

~AnadnVnlBtndlonfnoltSOpteMTMia9iiBsABaieyr<uuiE3a|iiflsVXrma(iiledtotnefiretinanMypay«iiert 


car back and call it quits 1 ; or use any equity in the scheme 
towards a brand new Discovery. 

We realise itfs hard to believe you can buy a Discovery 
for £150 a month.* 

Rut we believe that whatever you take on with your 
Land Rover Discovery, it shouldn’t be your pocket 


For uwg fntoniUMo, o> B8IU tUtn, or 1111 In Dm coupon and post Un Land Rover. FREEPOST TK4M. Twickenham, 
MvaflesoiTTO SLM.Fnta.mB1 41QS445. H yni do not *M) to nce*ve further Land Ftoiti Wonrahon. pteca Bek hws O 


second is you could be paying as little as £150 a month. 

Ry the end of the scheme you can do one of three 
things. Pay tbe final payment and keep the can give the 


Poaade 

Currant car {mate aw model) 
YtaffriRai 

UMyrapaeanmdatt Afonin 


LAND* 
f ROVER yj 


THE BEST 4X4XFAR. 

IND 260604 


Bt.fi -price correct a! Una d ijolnfl to pres. On ftc mad prts compfteas ES50 tor ddnery from CM manijlachirer.'numlMf ptess and 6 morms road fund ianca. TTo Rf™ 1, to do tois, you wffl teva id enter i«c a sales scency aoraamnl (refer lo abow) and you h« haws lo return tfw car hn good condition and servtoJ 
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‘Last Emperor’ 
who lays claim 
to democracy 


The “Sinner for a Thousand 
Years", as Chinese officials 
have described him, has re- 
moved the crucifix from above 
his desk. The large pictures of 
his daughters are also in the 
packing-cases. The 28th and last 
governor of Hong Kong is ready 
to go, maybe not with a bang, 

■ but hardly with a whimper. 

Chris Patten is not spending 
his last days in the colony giv- 
ing a single inch to his oppo- 
nents. Last week a pro-Peking 
legislator was taken aback to be 
told publicly that he should 
not worry too much about the 
coming polls because the new 
masters would probably find a 
way of reinstalling him in the 
Legislative Council even if he 
lost the electioa 

Rita Fan, president of the 
Chinese-appointed provisional 
legislature, called Mr Patten 
“Hong Kong’s Last Emperor". 
He does not bat an eyelid when 
asked to comment. “1 think", he 
says, “this is the emperor under 
whom she received her Com- 
mander of the British Empire; 

I think I'm the last departing 
emperor who was able to say 
that there's been more deraoc- 


Chris Patten will 
go with his 
upper lip held 
stiff, he tells 

Stephen Vines 

racy when this place was a 
colony than when I'm gone. I 
don't have the impression that 
Mrs Fan is a lover of democra- 
cy and accountability." 

Mr Patten does not regret in- 
troducing a more representative 
form of government but says: 
“What 1 would do if I had my 
time over again would be not to 
spend so long talking to them. 
We established pretty quickly 
that Jiang Enzhu (China's chief 
negotiator) wasn’t going to 
budge, so we spent 170 hours, 
17 rounds of painful talks, try- 
ing to get them to move more 
than a quarter of a millimetre. 
1 think it would have been bet- 
ter if we had not talked so long 
but got on and legislated in 1993 
rather than 1994." 

He says he dearfy remembers 
that “when we announced my 


proposals ... we did not know 
if we were going to be criticised 
more by China or the democ- 
rats. Some of us thought the lat- 
er would be the case because 
Douglas Hurd [then Foreign 
Secretary J had told Qian 
Qichen (his Chinese counter- 
part] 10 days before I made my 
speech what we had in mind and 
Qian listened, very interested, 
and said ‘Thank you very much, 
Mr Hurd’." 

“I think", Mr Patten reflects, 
“what particularly annoyed 
them was that 1 announced in 
public that I felt veiy strongly 
that the days when you could do 
these things secretly were over". 
The British feared a secret deal 
would be thrown out of the leg- 
islature, in the way the 1991 
agreement on establishing a 
new court of final appeal bit the 
dust following secret Sino- 
British diplomacy. 

The- Governor is never shy 
about giving eloquent expres- 
sion to his misgivings about the 
new order. Yet he always says 
he is optimistic about the future. 
Surely there is some disjtmcture 
here? He demurs. “First of ah, 
I believe that the thing s which 



Last of the line: Chris Patten reflecting on his time as the 28th and test governor of Hong Kong 


are going to make Hong Kong 
survive are better long-term 
bets than authoritarianism or to- 
talitarianism or Le ninis m or 
whatever you call it. Pluralism 
is the sound of the future in Asia 
and everywhere else." 


Secondly, he believes that 
“the funds of Hong Kong are 
sound, good institutions, a ro- 
bust economy, rich fabric of civ- 
il society ... all CH (Tung, his 
successor) has to do is to switch 
on the engine. With less than a 
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week to go before it is all over, 
Mr Patten says: “I have a very 
strong sense that my role in a 
sense is historically presump- 
tuous. It is high time for Hong 
Kong people to run Hong 
Kong I don’t mean bv that I 
want to walk away and' say it's 
up to you; it’s nothing to do with 
me, but ultimately the sort of 
place Hong Kong* is. is the re- 
sult of the sort of relationship 
Hong Kong people have with 
Peking. Maybe it would be eas- 
ier to work that out when I'm 
not around." 

Mr Patten has been warned 
by one of his aides “not to blub" 
as he leaves. HL> upper lip is now 


in tr aining but he a dmi ts to hav- 
ing fell a twinge when recently 
exchanging toasts with the Gov- 
ernor of Macau during which he 
quoted a passage from Confu- 
cius about how a gentleman 
should be defined: “He who be- 
haves with honour in being 
sent on a mission to the four 
comers of the world will not 
bring disgrace to his lord". 

“I found myself”, he says, 
“having some difficulty in get- 
ting that out". But Mr Rauen 
does not regret being away 
from Britain during when his 
party was ejected from office. 

The devout Catholic Liver- 
pudlian believes his faith was 


Photograph: David Rose 


vindicated: “The Almighty has 
demonstrated that he s a Lan- 
castrian. I’ve been very lucky to 
have been here". 

■ Hong Kong's “first dogs". 
Whisky and Soda, will leave for 
France tomorrow. Renters re- 
ports. The pair, whose antics of- 
ten hit the headlines and 
provided material for car- 
toonists, received their inocu- 
lations yesterday before their 
flight toToulouse. 

Soda made the headlines in 
1992 when she disappeared for 
four days, prompting jokes of 
"dognapping" for the cookpoL 
Dog is a winter delicacy in 
south China. 


Patten turned down 
UN post in Bosnia 


The outgoing Governor of 
Hong Kong insists that he has 
no plans for his next job but dis- 
closed that he was sounded 
out to succeed Carl Bildt as the 
United Nations envoy in 
Bosnia. He says he turned down 
the offer because he needed a 
break, writes Stephen Vines. 

In an interview with The In- 
dependent , Chris Patten said: “I 
thought about it. What put me 
off was not Bosnia, what put me 
off was I genuinely wanted to 
have a pause in my life." 

Mr Patten said that the ap- 
proach came from Mr Bildt. 

When he leaves Hong Kong, 
in the early hours of Tuesday 
morning, he will sail on HMS 


Britannia with Prince Charles to 
Manila then take a holiday in 
the United States, before "set- 
tling down in France to write a 
book about Asia, and tend his 
garden. 

”1 need that period. I'm in my 
early fifties. I've done a series 
of quite tough jobs. I need a pe- 
riod to deride what baggage to 
throw overboard and what new 
baggage I want to acquire and 
what 1 mean to do next." 

Although many of his Con- 
servative colleagues are keen 
for Mr Patten to return to par- 
liament, he is undecided. “I 
don't know whether I want to be 
involved in politics." he said. “Of 
course, r m going to keep an eye 


open on what is happening in 
Britain and Europe and' of 
course, I intend in due course, to 
speak about issues I care about" 

Mr Patten clearly indicated 
that he wished to remain in pub- 
lic service. His friends say he is 
keen to find an international 
post but, he says, despite the be- 
lief that he can slip into a plum 
international job “there are 
hardly any” to be had. Hie Blair 
government is far less likely to 
nominate him for one than" the 
outgoing administration. 

Fortunately for Mr Patten, he 
will not have any immediate 
problems. As outgoing Gover- 
nor he will receive a severance 
payment of almost f 300.000. 
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Democrats’ leader 
left out in the cold 


Steve Crawsharw 

Hong Kong 


Madeleine Albright, US Sec- 
retary of State, has asked for a 
meeting. Klaus Kinkel, the Ger- 
man Foreign Minister, has 
asked fora meeting. But Robin 
Cook, the Foreign Secretary, 
does not appear to have 
arranged 10 meet Hong Kong's 
most 'prominent democratic 
politician, the man most likely 
to be put behind bars if China 
gets tough. 

Yesterday Martin Lee’s office 
said they had not heard horn Mr 
Cook, who flies to Hong Kong 
tomorrow. Mr Lee, chair man of 
Hong Kong’s largest party, the 
Democrats, refused to com- 
ment, though he is known to be 
disappointed by the apparent 
lack of interest. Yesterday Mr 
Cook’s officials said they ex- 
pected a meeting but Mr Lee's 
office said none had been 
arranged. 

Four days before the han- 
dover, the letter may still be in 
the posL A full-blown snub 
would be almost unthinkable; 
some kind of meeting will take 



Lee: Has not head from Cook 


place. But some in Hong Kong 
fear that, despite the new eth- 
ical foreign policy, democratic 
troublemakers are as liule loved 
in the new Foreign Office as 
they were in the old. Chris Pat- 
ten. Governor from 199Z beat 
the drum on the democrats' be- 
half during his five years in of- 
fice. But the support from his 
colleagues in London was not 
always what he would have 
wished for, as he makes clear in 
his farewell remarks opposite. 

He was scathing, too, about 
Lee Kuan Yew, the Singapore- 
an leader, whom he met yes- 


terday. Mr Lee, who talks of 
'Asian values'* and “Confucian 
values" in defence of his lead- 
ership style, this week attacked 
the democratic reforms in Hong 
Kong, saying they were a “be- 
lated and misconceived effort". 
Mr Patten replied in kind, say- 
ing to the Independent. “Why do 
we assume that Lee Kuan Yew 
is the embodiment of Asian val- 
ues, rather than [Burmese op- 
position leader] Aung San Suu 
Kyi or Martin Lee? He’s an elo- 
quent advocate of authoritari- 
an government. They’re not 
necessarily Asian, certainly not 
Confucian values." 

The diplomatic minuets con- 
tinue, as the countdown to the 
handover continues. Tony Blair 
is to meet the Chinese Presi- 
dent, Jiang Zemin, in an en- 
counter expected to last an 
hour, shortly before the han- 
dover on Monday night. After 
all the friction of recent months 
over the handover ceremony, 
there is now talk of possible vis- 
its by the two leaders to Lon- 
don and Peking. 

The US said Richard Bouch- 
er. its new consul-general, will 


Training for the long 
haul to democracy 


ifc 


China will liquidate the elected 
Hong Kong Legislative Coun- 
cil, oniwhich I have served for 
the part five years, as hs first sov- 
ereign aa. On 1 July.no one sit- 
ting op either the legislature or 
in district assemblies will be 
there| in an. elected capacity. 1 
don't/like any of this. 

A friend advised me not to 
complain too much. It is not po- 
liticly correct to talk about 


whafmakes us unhappy. Sorry 
to Bleat again to public. It 
soobes my pain slightly. 

However, I also brow that I 
neeS to be able to draw on a 
soujee of positive energy that will 
keep me going, because I must 
noy go into sustained training 
fora series of marathons. 

I never thought that I would 
gx up my business career to 
tale up politics full-time, but 
tut is what I have done. This 
isivhat I want to do for the next 
lj years. I want to be in poli- 
te because it is a good, direct, 
vfay to promote social change. 
I Over the last five years, I 
tamt that changing policy and 



Changing lives: 

An occasional column 
by the leading 
Hong Kong democrat 
Christine Loh 


law takes time. Often, the 
ground has to be prepared in or- 
der to be able to galvanise 
enough support for change. This 
process might take several at- 
tempts. There are few shortcuts. 
I need to give myself a decade 
to see what can be achieved. 
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I believe passionately that 
people have the right to know 
what their government is doing, 
to be able to question those in 
power and to hold them ac- 
countable for their decisions. I 
know that there are many Hong 
Kong people who want to pro- 
mote political representation 
and participation, the rule of 
law, personal freedoms, toler- 
ance, diversity, kindness and en- 
vironmentalism. It is up to us to 
articulate this vision of what 
Hong Kong can be, and to cre- 
ate ft together. 

I want to play the role of that 
alternative voice and present an- 
other vision to authoritarianism, 
conservatism and Elitism. I want 
to be able to offer different so- 
lutions to the problems we face. 

What is required is ingenu- 
ity, creativity and support from 
like-minded people. I have faith 
that this is possible. Hong Kong 
people must hold true to their 
values, and take an active 
in public affairs and the co 
live decision-making process. 

In other words, we must 
practise democracy. This is 
something relatively new for 
Hong Kong. We were never en- 
couraged to take an active in- 
terest in politics as colonial 
subjects and the challenge now 
is to break out of that mould. 
We roust never again be by- 
standers to our own future. 

The foreign journalists now 
in Hong Kong ail ask essentially 
the same question: but is ft pos- 
sible under Chinese ride? 

I can’t give a. definitive an- 
swer. The focus should not be 
all on China, what it will and will 
not allow. Hong Kong cin ex- 
ert itself too. Maybe we have not 
done enough and our voice 
has not been heard. 

Influence is not only a mat- 
ter of relative size. China is huge 
and Hong Kong is tiny. Yet, the 
influence that our community of 
63 milli on people exerts is to- 
tally disproportionate to our 
size. Why is Hong Kong able to 
do that? 

The spirit of Hong Kong is en- 
terprise, liberty and modernity. 
Each of these are powerful 

draws. People from China, Asia 
and the West gravitate here be- 
cause we offer this combination. 

Hong Kong has good mate- 
rials to work with. Despite my 
anxiety over China's intolerance, 

1 need to embrace the future to 
be able to do my work. Time to 
do press-ups and lift weights. 

Christine Loh is a legislator and 
chair of the newly formed Citi- 
zen’s Party. 


Secrets of the flag man 


Teresa Poole 

Peking • 


The man behind the new mo- 
tif for Hong Kong is not wav- 
ing but flagging- 

Professor Xiao Hong had to 

be admitted to hospital for 
wni» days suffering from ex- 
haustion after attending too 
many official handover func- 
tions, according to the official 
Xinhua newsagency. 

•The agency says he was the 
man who won first prize in the 
competition to design Hong 
King's post-colonial flag,, an 
achievement which put him on 
the guest-list of many functions. 


But as he regains his stami- 
na, a serious question arises; has 

the good professor been party- 
ing under false pretences? 

Professor Xiao may be har- 
bouring a guilty secret. Tfen 
years ago, China launched a na- 
tionwide competition to design 
a flag for Hong Kong after the 
Union Flag came down on 30 
June 1997, and received more 
than 7,000 entries. Six designs 
were shortlisted and m October 
19S9 they were all rejected. 
Then in December 1989, a 

S ine! of Chinese officials and 
ong Kong artists announced 
that tbey had chosen the 
bauhinia blossom - the official 


flower of Hong Kong - to rep- 
resent the reintegrated region. 

The mainland CO-CODVenor Of 
the panel, Qian Weichang, said: 
“We’ve been scratching our 
heads for something that best 
represents Hoag Kong. Some 
said junk, dragon and even 
money. We all agreed on the 
bauhinia," he said. There was no 
mention of Professor Xiao. 

So the mystery remains how 
the professor has managed to 
maintain his VIP status as prize 
flag-designer. His may indeed 
have been one of the six flag de- 
signs short-listed, but his hosts 
seem blissfully unaware that all 
these winners were rejected. 


attend the controversial swear- 
ing-in of the Peking-approved 
legislature, which Ms Albright 
and Mr Blair had already said 
they will boycott. Britain fol- 
lowed suit, saying Francis Cor- 
nish, now trade commissioner 
and soon to be its senior diplo- 
mat in the territory, will repre- 
sent Britain at the swearing-in. 

A Democratic spokesman 
said: “Either it’s OK to wipe out 
democratic institutions [in oth- 
er words, Hong Kong's existing 
Legislative Council] or it's not. 
There’s no middle toad.” But 
the US said Mr Boucher had to 
attend because he would have 
to work "for better or worse” 
with the new legislature. The 
Foreign Office insisted BriLain 
still “adamantly opposed” the 
new legislature. 



Toast to the future: Paul Pun, his wife, Elaine, and their children enjoying their evening meal Photograph: David Rose 
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Jacques Cousteau 


As one of the world’s most fa- 
mous adventurers, Jacques 
Cousteau touched giant whales, 
befriended shy octopuses, con- 
fronted frenzied sharks. He 
produced and starred in al- 
most a hundred films shown in 
scores of countries and hosted 
the most popular documentary 
series in television history. The 
author or co-author of some 
80 books, Cousteau also co- 
invented the aqualung, launch- 
ed the science of undersea 
archaeology, advanced under- 
water photography, discovered 
ofl beneath the ocean floor in 
the Persian Gulf, and built 
undersea stations and small 
submarines for oceanographic 
research. 

Cousteau's inventions changed 
the way we view the world. His 
films and television shows trans- 
ported several generations of 
viewers to exotic and faraway 
places, and bis books educated, 
millions about the wonders 
beneath the sea. 

Yet Jacques Cousteau was 
perhaps revered less for his ac- 
complishments than for his 
unique zest for life, his irre- 
pressible curiosity, his youthful 
sense of wonder. “I spent my 
life,” he said, “amazed by nature 
and dazzled by the experiences 
of life." 

In private, however, the 
adventurer-filmmaker suffered 
and struggled. He endured 
chronic anaemia and enteritis 
as a child. His periodic attacks 
of neurasthenia produced ner- 
vous tension ana maiaise. He 
remained underweight and sus- 
ceptible to high altitudes, un- 
dersea pressures, and cold 
water. 

Cousteau brushed against 
death several times: in 1936, 
when he crashed his father's 
Salmson on a foggy road in the 
Vosges Mountains and crushed 
several ribs, perforated his 
lungs, and severely fractured his 
left arm; in 1940, when he went 
into convulsions after de- 
scending too deeply with an ex- 
perimental oxygen tank; in 
1947, when be virtually col- 
lapsed from carbon monoxide 
poisoning at the bottom of 
the Fontaine-de-'taucluse; and 
in 1955, when he beat back 
frenzied sharks with bis camera. 


Perhaps Cousteau's worst 
setback was the death of his 
youngest son in 1979. Philippe 
was landing his seaplane on the 
Ihgus Pwer in Portugal when 
it flipped over and tore apart. 
The loss shattered Cousteau 
since Philippe, a film-maker 
and adventurer too, was to 
have taken over and continued 
his father's work. The eldest 
son, Jean-Michel, returned for 
a short lime to the family 
business, but then went off on 
his own. 

Although Jacques Cousteau 
usually avoided reflections on 
his past, he conceded several 
years ago that his stimulating 
career demanded sacrifices. “I 
have a good wife and a good 
son, and I’m not complain- 
ing,' 1 he said. “But if I had it to 
do over again, I would not get 
married. It's impossible to be 
an adventurer and a bureaucrat 
at the same time, and, if you get 
married, you should be a bu- 
reaucrat and have a stable job. 
I have tried to save the rela- 
tionships in spite of my activi- 
ties, but I could have done 
be tier." 

The sea, to which Cousteau 
'did devote his attentions, de- 
livered both joy and frustra- 
tion. “From the very first," he 
acknowledged, "my sense of 
wonder at the sea has alter- 
nated with a sense of revul- 
sion.’ 1 He admitted to having 
been often attracted by a di£ 
ferent kind of life, yet he gave 
himself over, body and soul, to 
undersea discovery. “My mo- 
tive in seeking; out new sites to 
explore, in dmng even deep- 
er, in staying below even 
longer, in filming, in fighting, 
was. certainly, the satisfaction 
of my curiosity about the sea. 
But it was also an emotional, 
almost sexual need ... I was 
biologically drawn to the sea, 
but I knew very well tbat I 
would never succeed in 
possessing it totally." 

The second of two sons, 
Jacques- Yves Cousteau was 
bom in Saint Andr^-de- 
Cubzac, near Bordeaux, in 
1910. No sooner did the young 
Cousteau enter the world than 
he was bundled up to accom- 
pany his itinerant family, his fa- 
ther being a legal adviser and 



Cousteau: ‘I was blotogjcaSy i 


travelling companion for 
wealthy Americans living in 
Europe. Jacques' earliest mem- 
ory was of being rocked to 
sleep in a train hammock. 

He demonstrated diverse tal- 
ents early. In 1921, at the age 
of 11, he borrowed the blue- 
prints for a 200-ion floating 
crane and built a 4ft electric- 
powered model, devising 


i to the sea' 


Photograph: Karsh of Ottawa / Camera Press 


unique features which engi- 
neers later added to the larger 
structure. Two years later, after 
a family trip, he wrote, illus- 
trated, typeset, and bound a 
book entitled An Adventure in 
Mexico. At the age of 13, he 
used his allowance to purchase 
one of the first movie cameras 
to be sold in France. By 16 he 
was photographing and direct- 


ing home-made melodramas, 
placing himself in front of and 
behind the camera. 

Cousteau graduated in 1933 
from the Ecole Navale in Brest, 
the national naval academy of 
France. In 1937, he married Si- 
mone Melchior, descended 
from three generations of 
French admirals. The couple 
had two sons: Jean-Michel, 


bora in 1938, and Philippe, 
born in 1939. . , 

During the Second World 
lH&r, Jacques sewed as a spy vjr 
. the Allies within Vichy Fran^ 
while his brother, Pierre- 
Antoine, became a German 
collaborator who wrote racist 
editorials against Jews, shnh 
denunciations of the resis- 
tance, and apologetic stones of 
Nazi actions. After the war. a 
French court condemned 
Pierre to death for his wartime 
activities. Jacques’ display of 

loyalty to his collaborationist 

brother, even testifying at the 
trial in his formal officer’s mu- 
form bearing several war 
medals, haunted him through- 
out his three-decade-long naval 
career. Admirals informally 
labelled him as undisciplined 
and suspect. Cousteau would 
be given responsibilities, but be 
remained a captain while all his 
academy classmates who sur- 
vived the war earned further 
advancement. 

With financial support from 
a wealthy British seafarer, 
Cousteau purchased and re- 
furbished a war-surplus mine- 
sweeper in 1950, and christened 
it Cafypso. That ship became fer 
mous throughout the world 
for its role with documentary 
. films, industrial projects, and 
undersea habitations. 

Cousteau’s best-known 
feature-length movie. The 
Silent World, won an Oscar and 
the Grand Prize at the Cannes 
' Film Festival in 1956. In the 
opening spectacle, five under- 
sea explorers descended into 
the dark water, each holding a 
bright torch that sent a thick 
trail of silver bubbles perking 
back up toward the surface. 
Sixty-five feet below them, 
Cousteau floated in liquid 
space, recording the under- 
water flight of this torch team 
in order to reveal, for the 
first time to a large audience, 
the ocean's exquisite and 
.colourful beauty. 

Although three other pro- 
ducers released feature-length 
underwater films at the same 
tim e as The Silent World , only 
Cousteau (along with his co- 
producer, Louis Malle ) edited 
beautiful images and good mu- 
sic into rhythmic, dramatic ad- 
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The creed transiated mro a 
unique documentaiy ffini style 
in which Cousteau scamer as 
cused as much On Cahpsos crew 

as on undersea animals and 
plants. Moreover, it produced 

an anthropomorphic perspec- 
tive on life within the sea. His 
television series The Undersea 
World of Jacques Cousteau ran 
for eight years and was shown 
round the world. . 

In addition to bis films, 
books, and inventions, Cous- 
teau directed the Oceano- 
graphic Institute in Monaco, 
the oldest and largest undersea 
museum and research centre, 
and he founded the Cousteau 
Society, with offices in the 
United States and France. His 
ideas were as diverse as his 
activities, spanning the gulf 
between the practical and the 
visionary. He devised the 
useful aqualung, a breathing 
aid for divers, but he wrote sur- 
realistic poetry. He built a cor- 
porate empire, including 
multi-million -dollar manufac- 
turing and construction firms, 
but he believed business was in- 
consequential compared with 
the life of a pelican or a 
dolphin. Over a meal his con- 
versation would range from 
French wine to whale commu- 
nications to nuclear war to the 
phenomenon of the sun rising 
and setting each day. He 
played the piano, painted, com- 
posed poetry, and commented 
on international affairs. He 
spoke English and German 
fluently, understood Spanish, 
and read Russian. 

"The Captain" was not, how- 
ever, without his critics. While 
Cousteau claimed to have made 
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Cousteau Society 1973; rmk 
Academie Franqaisc 1988- 97; 
Chairman, Council on Rtfftisqf 
Future Generations 1993-97; jams 
include The Silent World 1956 
(Academy Award 1956), The 
Golden 'Fish 1959 (Academy 
Award 1959), Wbrld Without 
Sun J965 f Academy Award 
1965), Voyage to the Edge of the 
World 1975. Cries from the 
Deep 1982, Riders of the Wind 
1986. L fliipnt in Antarctica 1990; 
television series include The Un- 
dersea World of Jacques Cous- 
teau 1968-76. The Cousteau 
Odyssey 1977-82 Cousteau / 
Amazon 19S2-85. Cousteau/ 
M is siss ip pi 19S5: Cousteau/ Re- 
discovery of the World 1985-97; 
married 1937 Simone Mdchior 
(died 1990; meson, and meson 
deceased). 1992 FmnaneTn rJ * t 
(one son, one daugfueri; died t 
25 June 1997. 


Brian Keith 


Brian Keith was a burly veter- 
an of over 100 films, in which 
he appeared with such stars as 
Dons Day. Burt Lancaster. 
Charlton Heston, Roger 
Moore, Elizabeth Taylor and 
Gene Tierney. 

Keith's parents were both ac- 
tors. His father, Robert Keith, 
starred in such films as The Wild 
One (1953), Young at Heart 
(1954), Love Me or Lea\e Me 
(1955) and Guys and Dolls 
(1955), but Brian, despite hav- 
ing appeared in a silent film at 
the age of three, initially had no 
acting ambitions. 

During the Second World 
W&r he served with the US Ma- 
rine Gups as a machine gunner. 
After his release from the ser- 
vice, he finally succumbed to 
family tradition; his first adult 
screen role was with Charlton 
Hestou in Arrowhead (1953). 
For the rest of the 1950s be dart- 
ed from studio to studio, ap- 
pearing in such action films as 
Alaska Seas ( 1954). The Violent 
Men (1955), Run of the Arrow 
(1957) and Fort Dobbs (1958). 

In the television series Trie 
Westerner (i960) Keith played 
Dave Blassingame, a stony- 
faced adventurer roaming the 
Mexican border accompanied 


by a mongrel called Brown. 
TTiat same dog had played the 
title role in the Disney film Old 
Yeller three years earlier. 

Coincidentally, the Disney or- 
ganisation offered Keith his 
next film; in The Parent Trap 
(1961), he and Maureen 
O’Hara were the divorced par- 
ents of twins, both played by 
Hayley Mills. The plot con- 
cerned the siblings’ efforts (suc- 
cessful, of course) to reunite 
their parents. After The Parent 
Trap Keith suddenly found him- 
self playing more sympathetic 
roles; in Disnev’s Those Cal- 



Keith in The Ram Breed, 1962 
Photograph: Ronald Grant Archive 


lowoys (1965) he played a like- 
able eccentric who, with the help 
of his adoring family, battles to 
save a lake on which he intends 
to make a bird sanctuary. 

Television producers too saw 
him in a different light, and he 
was starred in the sitcom Fam- 
ily Affair ( 1966-71), in which he 
played a carefree, wealthy bach- 
elor whose life is suddenly com- 
plicated when three lovable 
young orphans are thrust upon 
him. His next sitcom. The Lit- 
tle People (later The Brian Kei- 
th Show), was filmed in Hawaii. 
Tie stoiy of afatherand daugh- 
ter team of paediatricians run- 
ning a dinic on a tropical island, 
it ran from 1972 until 1974. 
Thereafter. Keith regarded 
Hawaii as his adopted state 
and visited there as often as 
possible. 

He made a personal success 
as President Teddy Roosevelt in 
the film The Wind and die Lion 
(1975) and appeared with 
Roger Moore in the James 
Bond film Moonraker (1979). 
He acted with Burt Reynolds in 
Hooper ( 1 978), directed by Hal 
Needham.In 1981 he appeared 
in Sharkey's Machine, directed 
by Reynolds himself. Keith 
played an army officer, involved 


in an adulterous affair with 
Elizabeth Taylor, in John Hus- 
ton’s disastrous film Reflections 
in a Golden Eye (1967). Two 
years later, Keith appeared in 
another cinematic Rop.Kraka- 
toa, East of Java; the quality of 
which can best be summed up 
by the fact that Krakatoa is 
actually west of Java. 

After the failure of the Peter 
Ustinov comedy Charlie Chan 
and the Curse of the Dragon 
Queen (1981), Keith joked, “I 
only did the picture because it 
had a long title, and I seem to 
specialise in those" (he had pre- 
viously appeared in 77 jl’ Rus- 
sians arc Coming The Russians 
are Coming, 1966, With Six You 
Get Egg Roll, 1968, and Suppose 
They Gave a War and Nobody 
Came, 1970). 

Brian Keith's most recent 
film appearances were in ybung 
Guns (1988) and Welcome 
Home (1989). 

Dick Vosbnrgh 


Robert Brian Keith, acton bom 
Bayonne. New Jersey 14 No- 
vember 1921; married first 
Frances Helm, second Judith 
London, third Victoria Young; 
died Los Angeles, California 24 
June 1997. 


Bobby Helms 


Bobby Helms's career as a top- 
flight country star was in every 
sense meteoric. In 1957 he was 
named Country Singer of the 
Year (Male) by Casnbox mag- 
azine; by the end of the decade 
he was struggling to hit the 
heights of chart success. 

Helms bad struck gold with 
his first release cm the Decca la- 
bel: “Fraulein". The Lawton 
Williams-penned song had been 
inspired by a German- American 
girl he had worked with at a 
Houston radio station and had 
been rejected by most of the acts 
in Nashville before Helms cut 
it Although slow to take off, it 
eventually topped the country 
charts - remaining on them for 
an extraordinary 52 weeks - and 
crossed over to the pop listings, 
reaching the Top Forty. 

Helms followed it shortly af- 
terwards with tbe slick ballad 
“My Special Angel". A country 
No I for four weeks, it too 
climbed tbe US pop chans, 
reaching the lop Ten, and even 
became a minor hitin Britain. He 
later named his youngest daugh- 
ter Angel in tribute to the record. 

By now heavily in demand. 
Helms became a regular guest 
on American television, ap- 
pearing on boih American Band- 


stand and The Ed Sullivan Show. 
At the end of 1957 he had an- 
other smash on his hands with 
Joe Beale and Jim Boothe’s “Jin- 
gle Bell Rock". A response to 
J.S. Pierpoiut’s festive standard, 
it has become a mainstay of 
Christmas playlists and sold 
over a million copies within the 
first five yearsof its release. Even 
today is it heard regularly on the 
soundtrack of Christmas films 
and television programmes. 

• Helms kick-started 1958 with 
another Tbp Ten hit. “Just a Lit- 
tle Lonesome", and then made 
his movie debut alongside Dar- 
ren McGavin and Warren Ste- 
vens in a now-forgorten drama. 
The Case Against Brooklyn. A 
song from the film. “Jacque- 
line", on which he was backed 
by the Anita Kerr Singers, gave 
him another hit and also ap- 
peared in the charts in Britain. 
His "“Schoolboy Crush” from the 
same period was covered by 
Cliff Richard to become the 
flip-side of his ddbut single 
“Move It". From that point 
on, however, Helms's luck be- 
gan to change as numbers like 
“New River Train" tl 959) and 
“Lonely River Rhine" (I960) 
fared less well and he parted 
company with Decca. 



The exact reason for Heins's 
failure to remain at the tof, es- 
pecially after such an auspicious 
start, are difficult to pinpum. 
but he never regained the pop- 
ularity he had enjoyed during 
those four blazing years. He 
continued to record sporadi- 
cally, scoring a dutch of mitor 
hits including “He Thou {hi 
He’d Die Laughing" (19£7) 
and “So Long" (1969) for Lt- 
tle Darlin' Records before mac- 
ing his final chan appearame 
1970 with “Mary Gois 


in 


Helms: past glories 

As with so many country 
acts, Bobby Helms tad started 
performing whilst still a young- 
ster. Billed as “Bouncing" Bob- 
by Helms, he and his guitarist 
brother Freddie tad proved a 
popular act on the Monroe 
County Jamboree before moving 
on to the Hayloft Frolic Show out 
of Bloomington, Indiana. It 
was whilst there that he was en- 
couraged to head to Nashville, 
an audition tape which was to 
have landed him a spot on 
Ernest Tubb’s Midnight Jam- 
boree being passed by Tubb to 
Paul Cohen of Decca. who 
signed him to the label. 


’Round” on the Certon label 
Based in Indiana, he tourei 
both in the US and across Eu 
rope and was by now sportini 
a distinctive and necessary 
patch over his right eye. A 
1983 album. Pop-A-Biuy , on 
MCA did very little and he re- 
mained until his death a figure 
remembered solely for brief 
past glories; glories which have 
now been collected together by 
Bear Family Records and issued 
as a fine two- CD set. 

Panl Waded 


Robert Lee Helms, singer bon 
Bloomington, Indiana ISAagps 
1933; twice married (three sons 
three daughters); died Mar 
tinsviUe, Indiana 19 June 1997. 


Births, 
Marriages 
& Deaths 


BIRTHS 

MORRIS / PUJQNGTON: To Jessica 
and Edward, a beautiful, much-lowed 
baby boy. Felix Benrn KDrington, bora 
on Monday 16 June, Sib lies. 

Announcements for Gazette BIRTHS. 
MARRIAGES & DEATHS I Births, 
Adoptions, Marriages, Deaths, Memo- 
rial services, Wedding amuvmaries, la 
Memorlaml should be sent in writing 
Lo tbe Gazette Editor, Tbe Independent, 
1 Canada Square, Canary Wharf, Lon- 
don E14 5DL, telephoned to 0171-293 
2012 or had to 0171-293 2010, and are 
charged at £&50 a line (VAT extra). 

OTHER Gazette announcements most 
be submitted in writing for hoed) and 
are charged at £10 a line. VAT extra. 
They should be accompanied ft* a dgy- 

time telephone number. 


ROYAL ENGAGEMENTS 

Tbf Princess Bojal,PTCsdcm. Rtinf [ixlbcDis. 
abkd ABododoa menh a rinw hi cckbntc the 
21sl Annivenar) of (Ik Wfoon Group. Wane. 
Wiltshire: and attcaJ* ibe MuoJv Midsummer 
Meet, SocitwnjXon. Hsmpeiurc. Prtncen Mar- 
*am. Pneucknt, the English Folk Dance amJ Sung 
Society, anoiih a punvlu bunch dun evry-oea. 1 
JhaSaamf Doner pafiftaHtm for Scbooik ai Ce- 
di Sharp Howe. London NWI. The Duke of 
ClutBt n: trance, the British Museum, ar- 
companicd by The baches* of Gkmcater atunh 
■ a diaci tw die American Friends tbe British 
Muwwn.al Ibe uu&ana. London WQ. The 
DBcbrnridnaiai opens the Gitfe - Public Div 
SdkriTrmiV dew KetH^Mti ftejnranrv School, 
London SW6. Th* DukrsT Kent, ftonleai. Ibe 
All Engfcuxi Lawn tenon and Croquet Chib, at- 
tends ibe WimMnfon Oumpiombipt. London 
SW19: and. as Phut® and pies uThtuiur. attends 
the Royal Television Society's 70th annherury 
dinner, at the Baftu Cvnuw Lumlua WI. 

Changing of the Guard 

Hu! HoweboU Caw hr Mounted Rcjamon 
mount* the Qoeen'e LiteCriishl at Her* Curds. 
Ham; F Company Stfots Guard* m.«nb the 
Oureo 's GoariL id BaeMnebaD PUmb. 1 1 jTtam, 
ham! provided (7 Ibe Ci&hircam Guard. 


Marriages 

Mr S. A- F. Barry 
and Miss K. A-M. Rieppel 
The marriage took place on Tuesday 
24 June at Chelsea Register Office 
between Simon, son of Mr and Mrs 
Anthony Bony, of Kmlbuiy, Berk- 
shire and Katbarina. da tighter of Mr 
and Mrs Dieter Rieppel, of Munich, 
Germany. 

Birthdays 

Mr Claudio Abbado. conductor, 64; 
Sir Campbell Adamson, former 
chairman. Abbey National pic, 75: Sir 
Alan Bailey, former Permanent Sec- 
retary, Department of Transport, 
66; Professor Kenneth Barker, Vice- 
Chancellor and Chief Executive, De 
Montfort University, 63: Mr Leslie 
Carpenter, former chairman, Reed 

International, 70; Mr Gcorgie Rime, 

singer and songwriter, 54; Dr Alexan- 
der Fenton, Director, European 
Ethnological Research Centre, Ed- 
inburgh, 68; Mr W illiam Hamilton, 
former MP, SO; Rear-Admiral Sir 
David Haslam, hydrographer, 74; 
Ptofessor Ruth Kempsoo, linguist, 53; 
Mr 5yd Lawrence, bandleader, 73; 
Mr Robert Madenaan MP. 61; Sir 
Peter Miles, former Keeper of the 
Privy Purse, 73: Miss Eleanor Park- 
er. actress, 75; Profcssor Sir Alan ftsa- 
cock, economist, 75; Mr Peter Pike 
MP, 60; Mr Nicholas Pol unin, envi- 
ronmentalist, SS; Lord RawHnson of 
Ewell QC. former Attorn ey- 
G encr3 1, 78; Professor Maurice 
Wilkes, computer scientist. 84; Mr 
Colin Wilson, author, 6(x Mr David 
Winnick MP, 64. 

Anniversaries 

Births: George Marian d, painter, 
1763; William Thomson, first Baron 
Kelvin, physicist and inventor. 1824; 


Pearl Sydenstricker Buck, novelist, 
1892; Willy MessenscbmiU, aircraft 
designer, 1898: Peter Lorre (LaszJo 
Locwenstein), actor, 1904; Laurie - 
Lee, poet and author, 1914. Deaths: 
Julian the Apostate, Roman Em- 
peror, died of wounds 363; Sir 
Richard Eanshawe, diplomat, trans- 
lator and poet, J 666; The Rev Gilbert 
White, naturalist and deric, 1793; 
Joseph-Michel Montgolfier, bal- 
loonist, 1810; Samuel Crompton, 
spinning mule inventor. 1S27; 
Clande-Joseph Rougei de Lisle, 
writer, and composer of the -A/ar- 
seiliaise", 1836; Ford Madox Ford, 
novelist and poet, 1939; Reinhold 
Moritzovicb Gliere, composer, 1956; 
Sir Charles dore. financier. 1979; 
George Horace Gallup, poll organ- 
iser, 1984. On this day: Christ’s 
Hospital (tbe Bluecoat School) was 
granted iis charter, 1553; the Cora 
Laws were repealed, 1846; the Cawn- 
pore Massacre took place, 1857; the 
Order of Mcril was instituted by King 
Edward Vff, 1902; the new victoria 
and Albert Museum was opened, 
1909; the United Nations Charter was 
signed by 50 nations, in San Fran- 
cisco, 1945; the first London pro- 
duction of the musical show Grease 
was presented, 1973. Today is the 
Feast Day of St Anlhelmus. bishop. 
Si John of the Goths, St Masentius, 
St PelagitK of Cordova, Saints Saivius 
or Sauve and Superius and St 
Nfigflius of Trent. 

Lectures 

National Gallery: Colin Wiggins, 
“Baptists (hr): Caravaggio, Salome 
Recehvs the Head of Saint John ihe 
Baptist ", lpm. 

Tale Gallery: Bcfl Whitworth, “Myth, 
Ritual and Religion in 20th-century 
British Art”, lpm. 

Victoria and Albert Museum: Aman- 
da Fielding. “Designing and Making 


Studio Ceramics, 1947 onwards”, 
230pm. 

British Museum: Dian Fiore. “ 10,000 
Years of Rode An in Patagonia”, 
1.15pm. 

National Portrait Gallery: Graham 
Cot trade n. “Giving Shape to Beau- 
ty". 1. 10pm. 

King’s College London, London 
WC2: Professor Frank Coffield, 
“Can the UK Become a Learning So- 
ciety? ", 5pm. 

Receptions 

High Commissioner tor Cameroon 
Mr Samuel Libocfc Mbei, High Com- 
missioner for the Republic of 
Cameroon, and Mrs Libocfc. were the 
hosts at a reception held yesterday 
at tbe Hyatt Carlton Hotel London 
Wl, to celebrate Cameroon’s Na- 
tional Day. Sir James WeatheralL 
Vice-Marshal of ihe Diplomatic 
Corps. Chief Emeka Anyaoku, Scc- 
reiaiy-GSneral of the Common- 
wealth, and Mr R45. Gorham, Fust 
Assistant Marshal of the Diplomat- 
ic Corps, were among the guests. 

Dinners 

Defence and Security Forum 
Lady Olga Maitland, President, De- 
fence and Security Forum, presided 
al a dinner held yesterday evening at 
the Carlton Gub, St James's, Lon- 
don SWl. Lord Mayhew ofTwysden 
was tire guest Speaker. Mr Don May, 
Chairman, also spoke. 

HMS I'ictory 

Co\ Ahmed Yousef AJ Mulla. Com- 
mander of the Kuwait Navy, was the 
guest of honour at a dinner held yes- 
terday evening on board HMS l-lc- 
tory. Portsmouth. Admiral Sir 
Michael Bojtc, Second Sea Lori and 
Commandcr-in-Chief Naval Home 
Command, was the host. 


No substitution of verdict after guilty plea 

Regina v Horsmam Court of -r »ttt t-> nriAnm ° j ** * 

Appeal, Criminal Division (Lord i-i AW Iv Xli ± \J 1 ^ section 2(1) of the Criminal 


Regina 

Appeal, Criminal Division (Lord 
Justice Waller, Mr Justice Ricker 
and Mr Justice Bennett) 

13 June 1997 

The Court of Appeal tad do 
power to substitute a verdict of 
guilty to another offence when 
allowing an appeal against con- 
viction of an offence to which 
the defendant had pleaded 
guilty. 

The Court of Appeal 
lowed the appellant’s 
against conviction oi w 
counts of obtaining property tty 
deception contrary to section 

IfMV .1 an. A . . 


26 June 1997 

having obtained “property be- 
longing to another" within the 
meaning of section 15(1) and 
thus of having committed the 
offence. 

An extension of time was 


aj- 


the appellant in serving the 
term of imprisonment he had 
served. 

It was submitted however 
that, unattractive as ft might 
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of Criminal Appeals^ andtawe Coi T? f Appeal had siiply 

“ ?Pf: e ^„ was b - v ‘he 1968 /wndfe Court Appeal 

had no power to substitute 


^(1) of the Criminal 
Appeal Act 1968 with the 
shorter and simpler provision 
providing for the coon to allow 

an appeal “if they think that the 

conviction is unsafe", in most 
cases following a guilty plea to 
an offence unknown to law 
where the appellant was clear- 
ty guilty of some offence, the 
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15(1 ) of the Theft Act 1968. and 
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might, instead of allowing or 


contained in section 2(1). 

That was - amply demon- 
strated ty the decisions cited in 

R 3CL. That decision had also 
made dear that where as a mat- 
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be most uafonS ofsuSanTf^ 3 
and indeed anomalous if the coiSJ?,,®? 1 ,®* mDst >* 
power to substitute did not ex- h foS-aT 12 - . 
Sll°. a PP“ b ..^iust con- bee„ f eStdES 
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fences, both of which involved 
the obtaining of cheques. He 
vras sentenced to two years’ im - 
prisonmenL Following the de- 
rision of the House of Lords in 
R v Prcddy ( 1996) 2 Cr App R 
524 he applied for an extension 
of time in which to apply for 
leave to appeal against his 
conviction. 

It was held in R v Preddy that, 
where a payment induced by 
deception was made by cheque 
the chose in action represent 
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Appeal would have the power 
to substitute convictions for 
some other offence under sec- 

Act 1968 ^ ^■ r ' ra ^ na * Appeal 
The appellant had, on any 
view, been guilty of serious dis- 
honesty. There would have 
been no answer to an applica- 
tion at the trial to amend the 
indictment to allege two counts 
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In the long run, health means responsibility 


F rank Dobson, Secretary of Stare 
for Health, is an admirer of 
Napoleon. In quieter moments 
he will regale you with the line-up at 
Marengo and tactics at Austerlitz. 
Like Bonaparte, Mr Dobson faces a 
tough winter campaign when - it is 
widely predicted - waiting lists will 
grow rather than fall, patients will be 
refused admission to cash-strapped 
hospitals and the health unions will 
become restive. If the doctors were to 
perform heart surgery on the health 
secretary they would find stamped on 
that tough muscle the same word that 
tormented his predecessors back to 
Ancurin Be van - money. 

Predictably, then. Mr Dobson's 
speech yesterday to the NHS Confed- 
eration was greeted as if it were a 
promissory note - in this case promis- 
ing to try not to pay for the public's 
expectations of health care raised by 
Labour's election commitments. A 
mention of amalgamating health 
authorities and closing hospitals in his 
speech was taken to signal his desper- 
ate search for savings while the pro- 
posal to create “Health Action Zones” 
was read as a bid to get other people 
to do the Government’s dirty work of 
cutting and crimping the NHS. Mean- 
while, in another neck of the woods, 
much significance was attached 10 ref- 
erences to “hypothecation” by Patricia 
Hewitt who, though a fresher MP, is 
well plugged into Blairite policy wonk 


circles. In layman's speak, that means 
a health tax or some other device for 
dedicating a flow of funds into “saving 
the service". There are, it’s undeniable, 
big holes in NHS finances, in the 
short run. They were graphically 
described by, among others, the Insti- 
tute of Fiscal Studies before the elec- 
tion and have receded since. Too many 
health trusts ended the last financial 
year carrying forward deficits for there 
not to be anguished cries in the win- 
ter months. But health politics are a 
perennial round of knife-edging and 
wound- binding. Besides, there are 
substantive questions facing the NHS 
which do not have much to do with the 
aggregate budget - such as the excess 
in the system of a particular kind of 
hospital bed. The growth of day 
surgery and changes in treatment 
regimes fostered by the doctors them- 
selves have reduced demand for 
“acute” beds, but not uniformly across 
the country. Frank Dobson could soon 
face the perplexing task of justifying 
keeping beds going in London (where’ 
patient demand has been rising, what- 
ever the health planners intended) 
while closing them down elsewhere. 

Any health secretary in a government 
which thinks itself worth at least two 
terms in office would be derelict in his 
duty if he did not, even at this early 
stage, start thinking hard about the 
medium to long run. And that, though 
his critics may have missed it, is just 
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what Frank Dobson started to do 
yesterday. Health Action Zones could 
turn out to be ineffectual talking shops 
where, not for the first time, the medics 
dominate and other interests get 
pushed to the margins. But they could 
become a means by which a health rev- 
olution is accomplished. That is big 
talk, but the new governments emerg- 
ing health thinking does appear ambi- 
tious. Since its inception the National 
Health Service has of course been 
nothing of the kind. It has been the 
national disease and accident service. 
Health - what we all need if we are to 
stay out of doctors' surgeries and hos- 


pital wards - was relegated to local 
authorities and marginalised doctors. 
When, not long after Margaret 
Thatcher came to power. Sir Douglas 
Black reported that public health was 
adversely affected by life chances, he 
was stating tbe obvious. But the obvi- 
ous consequences for “national health" 
were ignored. Now Tessa Jewel! has 
dusted off the work and if tbe Depart- 
ment of Health - by all accounts not yet 
tbe most coordinated of Whitehall 
departments - can pull its arms and legs 
together there is at least the prospect 
of renewed attention to the simple 
truth that people by and large make 


their own health, within the economic 
and social drcumstances in which they 
find themselves. Being healthy is, for 
most of us, a life choice. 

Health Action Zones could be much 
more than vehicles to give him cover 
for closing down unwanted acute beds. 
They could, for example, start think- 
ing about public health and what it 
takes to improve it. Yesterday we 
reported on the front page extrapola- 
tions of recent trends in die incidence 
of cancer. They made for a scary 
headline. Even if we re-weigh the fig- 
ures for demography (old people have 
to (he of something, so proportionately 
more old people must mean propor- 
tionately more cancer death), cancer 
cases will grow. But a trend is not a 
fate. The incidence of cancer reflects, 
in part life-style choices: to smoke, to 
lie in the noonday sun, to eat unhealthy 
foods. Those choices are ours. How- 
ever successful Frank Dobson might or 
might not be in wresting funds from the 
Treasury, whatever progress is made in 
gene therapy, however fine the screen- 
ing nets for breast or bowel cancer, it 
will still be down to us to raise or lower 
the risk of certain cancers by our own 
actions. By “health maintenance 
organisation” the Americans mean a 
plan guaranteeing access to care by 
dint of having paid a subscription cum 
insurance premium. What if Frank 
Dobson's zones became health main- 
tenance organisations in the common 


or garden sense. Weight Watchers writ 
large, community mechanisms to fos- 
ter healthy behaviour? Only if people 
start to “own" their health rather than 
contracting it out to the NHS will those 
cancer trends not be realised. There is 
another benefit, admittedly not one 
that is going to bail Frank Dobson out 
in the short run. It is money. Hie more 
public health we enjoy - health as a 
personal, family and community 
responsibility - the less need there will 
be for the NHS to be continually 
racked by crisis. 

A world turned 
inside out 

/"Obviously the misdemeanours of 
V/inmates of Her Majesty's jails are 
no laughing matter, and we would not 
want even to hint at encouraging more 
of the wickedness detailed in our exclu- 
sive report today of prison disruption 
recorded this year. But it is hard to 
avoid a little wry grin at some of these 
events. Snowball fights? Women who 
protest because they’re excluded from 
the Miss Holloway competition and 
Easter Bonnet parade? Perhaps it is 
inevitable that closed worlds such as 
prisons will always have a certain sur- 
reality in their lives. Or are they just a 
reflection of the madness outside? 
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British snub 
to new regime 
in Hong Kong 

Sir: Ac this eleventh hour, is it out 
of the .quest ion that British 
ministers attending the the Hong 
Kong hand-over ceremonies on 3U 
June could reconsider their 
decision immediately thereafter 
to leave the territory, absenting 
themselves from the immediate 
consequential formalities, in 
contra-distinction to the attitude 
to be adopted by the great 
majority of other visiting heads of 
government, including several 
Commonwealth ones? 

The Government’s argument • 
for justifying such a negative, 
counter-productive and 
embarrassing course of action is 
that the provisional Legislative 
Council is an illegal one. because 
it allegedly breaks an agreement 
that a “through train" body would 
continue in office until 1999. Yet 
Peking long ago’ made it 
abundantly clear that Chris 
Patten’s so-called reforms, 
wi t hou t their prior consent, 
nullifiecTthe “through train" 
concept 

There has been much criticism 
in the media that the new chief 
executive has been imposed on 
Hong Kong by Peking. In fact he 
was elected, with a substantial 
majority, over two other 
candidates, by a representative 
group of Hong Kong citizens. 

This, if not an example of 
Western-style democracy, is 
wholly in contrast with the way 
that all previous governors, 
including Chris Patten, have been 
chosen by the imperial power 
without any consultation at all 
with the people of Hong Kong. 

As for the new “draconian" 
laws that the new Legco are to 
reinstate on 1 July, these contain 
only provisions in accord with 
those the British maintained up to 
Mr Patten's arrival on the scene, 
as essential to ensure good order 
and the rule of law, during the last 
150 years. 

Sir FREDERIC BENNETT 
A he ranged, Gwynedd 

Sin There has been so much po- 
litical and journalistic misrepre- 
sentation about the transfer of 
sovereignty over Hong Kong that 
it was heartening to read Neville 
■Maxwell's letter (13 June). He 
correctly refers to “the treaty- 
breaking withdrawal of British 
co-operation to achieve a smooth 
transition".' ■ 

This Expected co-operation was 
.embodied in the so-called 
“through train" agreement under 
the Joinr Declaration of I9S4 
which provided that members of 
the last Legislative Council under 
the British administration would 
serve as members of the first 
Legco of the Hong Kong Special , 
Administrative Region. 

This commitment was made 
entirely clear in the then Foreign 
Secretary's speech of 25 October 
1 984 about the draft agreement. 

Sir Geoffrey Howe stilted: “It 
constitutes a formal international | 
agreement. legally binding in all 
its parts. This is the highest level 
of commitment that can be given 
by one sovereign state to 
another." (Hansard Vol: 65 Col: 
819). 

Chris Patten, having been ap- 
pointed Governor of Hong Kong 
in 1992, reacted arrogantly and 
ignorantly and; contrary to the 

Joint Declaration, proceeded to 
introduce so-called democratic 
changes to the existing Legco. As 

the “through train” arrangement 

had been abrogated by the UK 
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government, the government of 
the People's Republic of China 
responded by making their own 
changes and introduced a Provi- 
sional Legco to operate before 
the transfer and for a year there- 
after, whereupon the Provisional 
Legco will be disbanded and the 
first Legco of the HKSAR will be 
elected no later than 1 July 1998. 

1 am profoundly concerned 
about the previous government's 
perfidious conduct, which the 
Foreign Office has gone along 
with and which the present 
government appears to endorse, 
as 1 was one of the three founder 
members of the GB-China 
Parliamentary Group in the 
House of Commons in 1968 and 
served in it as chairman or 
secretary in the 29 years since. 

Chris Patten, while an MP. was 
never a member of the group. 
Events might have been different 
had he bothered to join - and 
learnt something about China. 

I ANDREW FAULDS 

| Stratford-upon-Avon, 

Warwickshire 

• 

Sir: Christine Loh’s article (17 
June) refers to British imperialism 
of one hundred years ago and the 
Chinese “loss of face”, a sense of 
shame which will be cleansed by 
the return of Hong Kong. She 
hopes for apology and 
reconciliation. 

By all means let us make a 
formal apology to China for the 
seizure of Hong Kong and for tbe 
imperialism of one hundred years 
ago. Will China then remove ns 
troops from Tibet and apologise 
for its disgraceful treatment of 
that very special nation and 
culture? 

DAVID ROBINSON 
Curbridge. Oxfordshire 


Not as green 
as we seem 

Sin The UK has been able to 
adopt a distinctly “holier than 
thou" attitude during this week's 
Earth Summit negotiations on 
climate change. We are after all 
one of the few OECD countries 
currently producing lower 
emissions of carbon dioxide, the 
I main greenhouse gas, than we 
l were m 1990 - thus fulfiling our 
commitments at the original 
I Earth Summii in Rio in 1992 

Before becoming too self- 
congratulatory, we should reflect 
on how wc have achieved this feat. 
It has been primarily achieved by 
switching the sources of our 
electricity, out of carbon-intensive 
coal and mto more nuclear and 
gas-fired production. It is not a 
trick we can repeat again, when 
seeking the promised deeper cuts 
in emissions. 

It has long been acknowledged 
that the simplest and most 
publicly acceptable means of 
delivering such reductions is, as 
the Prime Minister stressed in his 
statement in the Commons, to 
improve our energy efficiency. 
Which is something we have 
singularly failed to do during this 
decade. The accepted way of 
measuring a nation's energy 
efficiency is to divide the gross 
national product by the amount pf 
fuel consumed each year. This 

gives you your energy ratio. 

During the period from 1945 to 
1989 the UK measured a steady 1 
per cent per annum overall 


improvement in the ratio. In each 
year (bar one) the nation’s energy 
efficiency increased. But in each 
one of the first three years of this 
decade, we managed the 
depressingly awful feat of actually 
I worsening our energy ratio. Last 
year, agam, our energy 
consumption went up faster than 
our GDP. Not, 1 would submit, a 
reason to be very cheerful. Or 
even particularly bolier-th&n- 
thou. 

ANDREW WARREN 
Director 

Association for the 
Conservation of Energy 
London HI 

Sin Amidst his frustration at the 
desperate delay tactics of the 
Clinton administration, Tony Blair 
might want to reflect on why the 
climate negotiations have become 
so vulnerable to disruption (“Blair 
gets serious on climate summit", 
24 June). One of the main reasons 
is that none of the world leaders is 
prepared to speak the truth by its 
real name - fossil fuels. 

Science tells us wc destroy our 
climate if we hum oil, coal and gas. 
By refusing to discuss the 
implications of climate protection 
on fossil fuel consumption, 
politicians leave themselves 
vulnerable to a dirty tricks 
campaign orchestrated by the very 
sector who sit at the heart of the 
problem - the oil and coal lobby. It 
is this lobby which has taken out 
full-page adverts in the US press 
and effectively blocked a more 
progressive position by Mr Clinton. 

' Mr Blair’s international green 


leadership is fragile if be permits 
massive expansion of the fossfl 
fuel supply in the Atlantic. If he 
stops the Wild West brawl for new 
fossa fuel reserves at the Atlantic 
frontier be would be able to 
demonstrate to the US that 
industrial development does not 
have to be eternally linked to the 
expansion of the supply of cheap . 

MATTHEW SPENCER 
Climate Campaigner 
Greenpeace UK 
London N1 

Sir. The Australian Prime 
Minister, John Howard, is 
betraying current and future 
generations of people in low-lying 
countries and people all over the 
planet who are at risk of the 
impact of climate change brought 
on by global warming. 

In threatening to withdraw ■ 
from the Framework Convention 
on Climate Change, and arguing 
that Australia is a special case 
because it is a big coal producer, 
Mr Howard is showing not only a 
lack of compassion but also a lack 
of intelligence. 

In Australia, tourism is now an 
even greater earner of foreign 
income than coal. John Howard 
needs to bow to the inevitable and 
make the decisions required to 
secure the future for the planet 
and its people. 

NIKI KORTVELYESSY 
European Federation of Green 
Parties 

VERONICA VANN 

The Greens (Histem Australia) 

London NW5 
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Even country 
folk oppose hunt 

Sin As a native of rural, hunting 
Pembrokeshire, 1 must end the 
myth that the majority of country 
folk understand and support fox- 
hunting (letter, 21 June). Only a 
small minority participate, and they 
are vigorously and vociferously 
opposed by the remainder of us. 

Anyone who genuinely wishes to 
know the sympathies of country 
people need only refer to the opinion 
polk, which all dearly indicate that 
there is a strong anti-hunt majority in 
rural as weD as m urban areas. 

The hunting lobby has failed to 
grasp that the contest is over - the 
argument already won. The real 
significance of Michael Foster's 
Bui is not that it re-examines either 
the moralities or practicalities of 
banning hunting, but rather that it 
will create the legislative 
mechanisms to do so. 

STEPHEN CODD 
Pent Lion, Pembrokeshire 


Heroic image 

Sin G R Green (Letters, 24 June) 
suggests a statue of Lawrence of 
Arabia in Arab dress astride a cameL 
A splendid marble effigy, by Eric 
Kennington, of Lawrence in full 
Arab dress exists, and may be seen 
in the little Saxon Church of St 
Martin’s-on-the -Walls in Wareham. 
Dorset. And although not mounted 
on a cameL his head is resting on a 
carved camel saddle. For those not 
able to get to Dorset, a plaster 
facsimile of the effigy will be found 
in the National Portrait Gallery. 
Canon PETER HARDMAN 
"Ram Rector of Wareham 
Wareham, Dorset 


CSA told me to 
give up work 

Sir: Folly Toynbee's conclusion that 
the Child Support Agency does 
little to help single mothers (article. 
23 June) will come as no surprise to 
single mothers who have tried lo 
use the system. 

I have been told that the CSA 
cannot make my children's father 
contribute to my greatest expense, 
child-care costs, on the grounds 
that these costs are only incurred 
because 1 choose to work. When I 
asked what the alternative is. if 1 
cannot afford the fees on my own, 
the CSA’s helpline told me that I 
could always give up work and 
claim benefit. 

I thought the CSA was 
established to get angle mothers 
off benefit and back to work, not 
the other way round. 

SUE HEADS 

Leamington Spa, Warwickshire 


Travel on the 
Japanese tube 

Sin Being a compatriot, I read with 
sympathy about the plight of Mrs 
Kumiko Tsuchida, the hapless 
Japanese teacher who 
inadvertently got to Torquay 
instead of Turkey (“Turkey trot", 21 
June). But I have a different 
explanation of the generally 
maddening behaviour shown by 
tourists of every nationality in 
stations, namely, the crowd- 
generating nature of the London 
Underground itself. 

As a passenger who is constantly 
dismayed by the tube's delays, 
station closures and high fares, may 
I make an entirely new suggestion 
for its improvement: why not leave 
the running of the network to 
Japanese subcontractors? Despite 
our propensity for appearing 
inscrutable, we manage this sort of 
thing rather better (witness the 
underground system in Ibkyo). 

So, under a Japanese 
management, you could kill three 
birds with one stone: you'd have a 
cleaner, more efficient tube and 
eventually less polluted air as 
people stop using their cars and 
you would also be able to bundle 
off the tourists, Japanese or not, 
more quickly to their 
“destinations", wherever they are. 
TAKEFUMI ENOMOTO 
London WCI 


Millennium Tent 

Sir Nobody seems to have pointed 
out that unlike St Paul's or the 
Dome of Discovery, the proposed 
Greenwich erection is not a dome 
at all in the structural sense of the 
word. It is in fact a tent-like 
arrangement of light-weight 
supports suspended from masts 
and covered in plastic sheet to 
simulate the appearance of a dome. 
There is a symbolic significance 
there that 1 can't quite put my 
finger on. 

LOUIS HELLMAN 
London W3 


Smelly cod 

Sin In the West Country the 
expression “toe rag” is used for 
dried salt cod. once an item of diet 
in common use. It got this name 
because soaking dried salt cod 
before cooking produces the most 
appalling smell reminiscent of 
really smelly feet. 

Nothing to do with low at all, and 
far. more appropriate to describe an 
object of dislike or scorn. 
RGFSTANES 
Honiton, Devon 
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Labour is aramitted to not 
raising income tax. But the way 
the benefit system operates, the 
poor continue to be hit by hidden 
‘taxes’ which are a disincentive 
to work. Paul Vallely and 
Conal Walsh explore the 
poverty trap 


Ik. 


a 


o 


ne for you, 19 
for roe," sang 
George Harri- 
son. The Six- 

ties was a time 

for protest songs, and the 
Beatles were indignant that 
Conservative and Labour 
prime ministers alike thought it 
a good idea to levy a top 
income tax rate of 95 per cent 
Such days may be gone for the 
super-rich but they are still 
very much with us for the poor. 
They form an intrinsic part of 
the structures that keep the 
poor in their place. 

Yesterday’s Downing Street 
breakfast seminar for top busi- 
ness leaders is the first in a 
number of New Labour moves 
to address those structures. 
Bringing in the private sector is 
but one avenue. Future initia- 
tives will look at voluntary- 
sector work, full-time study, 
and jobs with an environment 
task force. A scheme to bring 
more single mothers back into 
the employment fold has 
already teen hinted at. Repre- 
sentatives of the unemployed 
were yesterday under-whelmed 
by the plans. 

More than one approach will 
be needed. There is not one 
poverty trap but many. There 
are large numbers of poor 
people who are, in effect, taxed 
at a much higher rate than 
anything even George Harrison 
paid in the Sixties. 

Take an average couple who 
are both unemployed, living in 
an average council house with 
average council tax. They would 
get each week: 

Income support - £77.15, 
extra for two children -£33.80; 

Family premium benefit - 
£10.80; 

Housing benefit - £33.22; 

Council tax benefit - £6.80. 

Their total weekly income is 
therefore £161.77. 

Should one of them land a 
job that paid £180 a week they 
would lose 97p for every £1 they 
earned. (The rate was fixed 
under an economic orthodoxy 
which proclaimed that a 50 per 
cent top rate of income tax was 
too much of a disincentive for 
the better off. The rich, it 
seems, need carrots as incen- 
tives. where the poor require 
sticks.) Only if this average 
couple earned more than £220 


a week would the family settle 
down to a normal tax and 
National Insurance rate of 
about 35 per cent 

Rescuing the poor from such 
traps is the taskTony Blair has 
set the head of Barclays Bank. 
Martin Taylor, who is due to 
deliver a review of the tax and 
benefits system by the end of 
the year. It is part of the brief 
for the long-term reform of 
welfare being conducted by the 
social security minister, Frank 
Held. And it has implications 
for the strategy to be adopted 
by Gordon Brown in the 
Budget next week in determin- 
ing how to reform the windfall 
tax to get young unemployed 
off welfare and into work. 

Tbe nation’s think-tanks 
have come up with a number of 
proposals. Taxes on the low- 
paid should be cut, according to 
Patricia Morgan of the right- 
wing Institute for Economic 
Affairs. “The tax rate cuts in at 
a very low level today," she says. 
“People who receive benefits 
shouldn’t be taxed." 

On the left the Institute for 
Public'Policy Research would 
like to see benefits phased out 
more gradually - “perhaps so 
that you never lose more than 
50p for every extra £1 you 
earn." says its director, Gerry 
Holt ham. Another solution 
would be to address the prob- 
lem that “with some benefits 
you start to lose as soon as you 
earn anything - so if you’re on 
housing benefit, for every extra 
£1 you earn you lose 60p, but 
if you're on housing mortgage 
relief, you lose the lot as soon 
as you earn a penny". 

An end to means testing is 
what Sally Witcher of the Child 
Poverty Action Group would 
like to see. “It’s counter-intu- 
itive,*’ she says. “Most people 
assume that it’s sensible to 
target benefits on those who are 
poorest, to avoid waste. But 
means-tested benefits are far 
more expensive to administer, 
as well as creating these gaps 
which the poor find it almost 
impossible to leap." She wants 
to see flat-rate benefits paid to 
tbe unemployed. 

Others are more radical. 
Holtbam floats the possibility 
of a negative income tax. 
“There would be a certain 
income at which you pay no tax; 




The Low-Pay Trap 

Tom and Sharon Rogers, both 
25 are a married couple with 
a voting child who rent a flat 
from a private landlord in 

Essex for £58 a week. Tom 

works as a security guani, 
earning £190 a week. It * n<* 
much to bring a young femfly 
up on, and Tom would lrke to 
do overtime. But if he adds 
more than £10 to his pay- 
packet, he begins to lose the 
Housing Benefit and Family 

Credit he gets as a low- 

earner. If he earns £200 a 
week or more, benefits are 
withdrawn at a rate of .123 
per cent, which means that 
the family is actually losing 
23p for every extra pound 
earned. He must stick at 
£190, unless he can leap to 
£22Q in one go. 
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More, Mr Beadle Brown 


above it you do. and below it 
you get a single benefit pay- 
ment." The notion finds 
support on tbe right: W illiam 
Hague's campaign manager 
Alan Duncan and a colleague, 
Do mini c Hobson, have also 
suggested that benefits should 
be replaced by a simple Tax 
Credit, administered by the 
Inland Revenue. 

But what do those who are 
mired in poverty think of all 
this? Not a lot. “What we realty 
need is a minimum wage," Tbm 
Rogers says “A job with a min- 
imum wage and less tax on tbe 
low paid would be an incentive 
to get off the 7>roo [tbe dole}," 
says Brian Lennox, who is 
caught in the part-time poverty 
trap. Professor Peter Townsend 
has said that equipping tbe 
poor for the workplace is mean- 
ingless unless Labour is 
prepared to commit itself to 
creating public-sector jobs and 
fostering new industries. 

But would that realty help 
Brian and Wilma Lennox? 
Their trap is that she has been 
forced to give up a full-time job 
because they lost too many 
benefits if she worked anything 
more than part time. Janet and 
Richard Pier are caught in a 


more acute version of the sam e 
catch-22. “I had a job cleaning 
at Newham hospital," says 
Janet. “But die money was up 
and down; some weeks it was 
£100 and I could manage, but 
other weeks it was as low as £88 
and I couldn’L There's a big 
difference. It affects die basics, 
like how much food you can 
buy. I realised I would be better 
off on benefit." 


he problem for 
Janet was the unpre- 
dictability of her 
s. It is 
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ffi income, ft is one pf 
a number of factors 
that Gerry Holtham says must 
be addressed. “It is such a 
rigmarole to get on to benefit 
that people won’t come off it 
for a few weeks to do a casual 
job, because it takes so long to 
get back on," he says. 

The Institute for Public 
Polity Research wants to see 
experimental special enterprise 
zones set up, in which the 
unemployed could keep their 
benefits for a period of five 
years so long as they paid tax on 
whatever extra earnings they 
acquired. This. Holtbam 
argues, would legitimise a lot of 
black economy activity and be 
less expensive than paying the 
unemployed for doing nothing. 

The response of the poor is 
mixed. “I would go for that," 
says Janet, “if I could earn a bit 
without losing benefit. I would 
get something in a shop or a 
rectory, cleaning or whatever." 
But Brian Lennox is uncon- 
vinced. “If you got your full 
benefits and could earn on top 
of that, that would be OK, but 
you shouldn't be taxed even at 
the normal rates. We’d be 
better off just not declaring 
money earned on the side. To 
keep 65p out of£l isn’t much." 
he adds, apparently uncon- 
cerned by tbe fact that that is 
about what most of us keep, 
after income tax and National 


Insurance are deducted. 

Revelations like that go to 
the bean of the problem, so far 
as right-wing thinkers are con- 
cerned. For Brian assumes he 
should have the right to choose 
to remain unemployed. “It 
depends on what is your model 
of human nature," says David 
■ Green of the Institute of 
Economic Affairs. “Are people 
motivated by economic incen- 
tives - that they will do what- 
ever gives them the best deal? 
Or are they moral agents - do 
they believe that it is hon- 
ourable and decent to work?" 

His thinking is that if you rest 
your arguments on economic 
self-interest you’re in a pretty 
weak position when it comes to 
getting people out of the unem- 
ployment poverty trap. The 
problem cannot be solved so 
long as it remains couched only 
in terms of economic incen- 
tives. Rather it is an issue of 
reciprocal responsibility: the 
community takes upon itself the 
responsibility of providing a 
safety net; in return the 
individual has the responsibil- 
ity to work. And the community 
must set up the mechanisms to 
rekindle in the poor the 
qualities of foresight, energy, 
discipline and the ability to 
sacrifice now for the future, 
which poverty saps. 

Such New Paternalism is 
already in practice in US states 
like Wisconsin, where numbers 
on the dole have decreased 
against national trends. 

Gordon Brown yesterday 
revealed that young people 
who refused to enter his 
scheme would have their 
benefits cut by 40 per cent. 
Masden Pine, the president of 
the right-wing Adam Smith 
Institute, is convinced that 
Labour will introduce some- 
thing similar across the board. 
“After six months out of work 
you'll have to take a job either 
in the private sector or in some 


public works scheme - and 
then the choice of doing 
nothing will disappear." 

Tbe prospect of cutting grass 
in summer and collecting leaves 
in autumn does not impress 
Brian Lennox. “I get enough 
money off tbe ’broo: why 
should I get a job," he asks, 
failing at first to take on board 
that the New Paternalism will 
force him to work. Janet Pier is 
no more enthusiastic, but is 
resigned to the prospect. “I 
don’t like living off benefit," she 
says. “I wouldn't mind sweeping 
up leaves if they offered me £20 
to £30 a week more. If they 


wanted me to do it for the same 
money as I get now I wouldn't 
be happy; but I suppose Td do 
it - though Td rather go back 
to college and learn maths." 

“It’s a question of character." 
says David Green. “If not work- 
ing is having a bad effect on 
vour moral character then it's 
a morally defensible view for 
society to insist that you must 
work if you want the money. 
Tbe rigbts-based system of 
welfare' we've had since 1948 
worked well enough in the early 
years. People had been brought 
up with the attitude thai to 
work was moral. But by the 


Sixties people had become 
socialised by the benefits 
system. They "have a different 
cultural and moral attitude." 

"Some people would do 
compulsory work," says Brian 
Lennox, after thinking for a 
moment. “But many would just 
turn to robbing and mugging. 
The crime rate would go right 
up. You might even have a riot 
on your hands. People won't 
take it lying down." It’s a ques- 
tion of character to Brian, too. 
And the gap between his world- 
view and David Green’s is a 
measure of the scale of the 
problems ahead. 
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The Unemployed Ttap 

Richard Piet. 43, and his 41-year-old wife Janet are both unemployed. As well as getting their 
rent and council tax paid, they get a total of £86 a week income support: a £77 married couple’s 
personal allowance, and a £9 disability benefit for Richard. He’s got a bad back and can’t work 
on anything that isn’t sedentary. Janet has been out of work for four years. Before then she 
always worked - first in a clothing factory, and then as a cleaner at Newham General Hospital. 
Because of tbe low pay and irregular hours at the hospital, she wasn’t making any more money 
there than she would get on benefits. 


The Part-Time 
Ttap 

Brian Lennox has 
been unemployed on 
the Eastertaouse 
estate in Glasgow for 
more years than he is 
prepared to admit. 
His wife, Wilma, 
works part-time as a 
cleaner in a school, 
doing 14 or 15 hours 
a week, for £55-£57. 
She used to work 
longer hours, which 
qualified her for 
Family Credit, giving 
her a total weekly 
income of £96. But 
when she works less 
than 16 hours Brian 
qualifies for Income 
Support and their 
total income is £144. 
She gets £48 a week 
more by working 
less. 
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It’s good to be living in a Hogg-free zone 


I n the past week or so at 
least three public figures 
have been shown to be 
doing wrong with their pets 
and children. 

Jonathan Aitken was 
prepared to put his daughter 
on the witness stand to lie for 
him in court. 

The Princess of Wiles took 
her son to see a film he was 
not old enough to see. 

Tbe former US 
ambassador to Britain 
confessed on air that he had 
lied about his dog’s age. 

Now. you can see at a 
glance that these three 
indiscretions do not all have 
the same grade of horror. 
Aitken's misuse of his 
daughter is pretty smelly. 
Diana’s buying a ticket for 
her son to see a Cert 15 film 
is pretty mild. Raymond 
Seitz's revelation on Radio 4 
that he had said his dog was 
10 years old when he 
discovered that you couldn't 
bring 12-year-old dogs into 
Britain was so sensible that 
nobodv paid any attention to 
it *- indeed, Seitz's purpose 
was to show us how stupid 
our quarantine regulations 
are, and anyone listening to 


Seitz’s tale must have 
applauded him. 

What unites ah these three 
misdeeds - one nasty, one 
harmless, one praiseworthy - 
is that they are all against the 
law. and there was a time 
when the British would 
universally condemn 
anything done against the 
law, no matter how sensible 
it was. In fact, the time when 
tbe British would support the 
law lasted till very recently. 

We all felt it was very 
wrong (till very recently) that 
Spanish fishermen could 
come over here and lake our 
fish quotas, but because it 
seemed to be EU law. we 
went along with it. 

We all feel it is very wrong 
(I hope) that when people 
knock burglars on the head, 
the people are sent to jail 
and the burglars arc set free. 
But if that’s the law.*.. 

We all feel it is veiy wrong 
when pregnant women who 
have foiled to pay their TV 
licences are sent "to prison. 

We ail feel it is ludicrous 
that people who take the 
summer solstice seriously are 
not allowed to enter 
Stonehenge. 



Miles 

Kington 

But it is the law. That is 
what we British say. 

Well, maybe things are 
changing. 

I wonder if a time may not 
be coming when we start to 
whisper to ourselves that the 
law may be an ass, and 
should be ignored. 

I wonder if soon we will 
not all be asking, out loud 
the vital question: "What on 
earth happened to Douglas 
Hogg?" 

I am sorry. I don't know 
how that slipped out. This 
article was nothing to do 


with Douglas Hogg, and I 
haven't thought of him for ’ 
weeks and" weeks. But 
obviously he was preying on 
ray mind, and the question 
just bubbled up like dirty 
washing up water. 

"What on earth happened 
to Douglas Hogg?" 

There he was, about a year 

ago, Munster of BSE, the 
man who personified mad 
cow disease. John Major’s 
choice to be our agricultural 
supremo, always on the TV 
and radio justifying his 
foolish decisions, universally 
hated tty foyers and public 

ilra P m § a, °ng like the 
last cow across the road at 
jutting tune, as familiar a 

nr°F? ? aceas Je 5rey Archer 
or ,^ dw } na Cume. and then 
SU “ ban S ! Gone! 

Did he lose his seal at the 
general election? Did he 

eV rn S . Ia .? d aI the ele ciion? 

I II tel! you the answer 
Who cares? 

So. back to the bie 

w J»ich is this: are 
the British beginning to lose 

then respect for the la”' 

Btiiish'LT 31 ^^ the 

polish had so much resoect 

0r the ,aw that you could be 


penalised even when you 
weren't breaking it 
For instance, I don’t think 
that Diana was actually 
breaking the law by taking 
her son to a film above his 
age, as this was only the 

recommended age. 

For instance, I don’t think 
« is again* the law to break 
the Highway Code, which 
only has a discretionary, not 
a mandatory, function. 

For instance, I don’t think 

niegaJ to go out 
shoutout 
t it wonderful not 
hiring Douglas Hogg on our 
screens every night?^ 

I’m sorry. 

Jt slipped out again, 
t don’t- know why I have to 

^ attention to the 
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come back refreshed 

tomorrow. 
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It’s a waste of 
money being hard 
on soft-drug users 


I had a letter recently from 
Hope Humphreys who is 
aghast at what has hap- 
pened to her son. Most other 
parents listening to her story 
can imagine her sense of shock. 

How did her bright Manchester 
University student son fetch 
up ‘in Strangeways prison with 
a two-and-a-balf-year sen- 
tence? Police looking for some- 
one else broke into his smdent 
house and found some cannabis 
and ecstasy. Ecstasy, amazingly, 
is a Class A drug with a rec- 
ommended sentence of three to 
five years for possession with 
intent to supply. He was no 
more a “supplier" than the 
friend who bought ecstasy for 
Leah Betts -but like thousands 
of others, down he went. 

A recent Home Office 
.British Crime Survey found 
that nearly half of all young 
people use drugs at some time. 

This could have been any one 
of them. “Our son is mixing 
with murderers, heroin addicts, 
violent and vicious men". Hope 
Humphreys says. "He is fright- 
ened much of the rime. He is 
treated as an evO drug dealer 
and our nightmare goes on." 

Neither an addict nor a dealer, 
what good will his time in 
prison have done anyone? It 
has turned his mother into a 
campaigner against our drug 
laws - not necessarily for legal- 
isation, but for a saner policy. 

Plainly few British politi- 
cians. except for one or two 
bravely unambitious mavericks, are likely to 
propose legalisation of soft drugs. In 1989 
MORI found only 14 per cent of the public in 
favour of legalising the smoking of cannabis. 
By this year, that had risen to 21 per cent. So 
public opinion may be moving, but it remains 
firmly against it It may be sensible, but for the 
time being it is a somewhat academic ajguraenL 
After all, it need not take full legalisation to 
ensure that people like Hope Humphreys* son 
do not waste their.time and our money doing 
two years in jail for what half the young peo- 
ple in the country do on a Saturday night with 
no serious ill-effect on society in general. 

Today happens to be United Nations Day 
Against Drug Abuse and Illicit Trafficking and 
the UN has produced a vast report on the huge 
worldwide growth in the dregs trade add 
drug-related crime. It shows the relatively inef- 
fective fight against it, with only some 10-15 per 
cent of heroin intercepted. It notes the gen- 
eral impression of "an impasse in the drug pol- 
icy field". In just five years, 1988-1993, the US 
drug law enforcement bill rose from $4.7bn to 
S12.3bn, during which time the street price of 
heroin and cocaine dropped sharply, indicat- 
ing an increasing supply - running faster and 
faster yet slipping backwards. The report also 
covers drug addiction treatments that work 
best, noting the decline in drag-related crime 
where there are good treatment and 
methadone support programmes. 

There is no doubt now that drug addiction 
fuels crime like a can of petrol on the urban 
bonfire. A Home Office report recently sug- 
gested that cine in five thefts is caused by drug 
addicts, costing the victims some £864m in loss 
of property. A Department of Health study of 
1,100 drug misusers found they had commit- 
ted 70,000 crimes in the previous three months. 
(That is a horrifying 64 crimes each in just three 
months). Another Home Office report found 
that on% fifth of those arrested for all crimes 
tested positive for heroin. Never mind the 
harm hard drugs do their users, they do 
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immeasurable damage to the 
whole social fabric. 

The police, customs, Interpol 
and the rest do their weak best 
to stem the tide of hard dregs 
washing onto our streets. But 
when we do catch drug addict 
criminals, we do very little to 
stop them reoffending over and 
over again. There s a pes- 
simistic myth that nothing 
much can be done - treatment 
is a waste of rime, they are 


Polly 

Toynbee 

People are 
in jail for 
what half of 
Britain’s 
youngsters 
do on a 
Saturday 
night with 
no serious 
ill-effects 


incurable. Yet all the evidence 
is that investment in drug treat- 
ment programmes pays for 
itself many times over in crime 
reduction. After all, with so 
much crime committed by 
addicts, even a modest success 
rate can make a huge dent in 
the crime figures. 

Consider these depressing 
facts, which show how much we 
waste the money spent on drug- 
related crime: two thirds of 
public expenditure on drugs is 
spent on enforcing the law and 
only one third on treatment and 
prevention. Of the 94,000 drug 
offenders caught by police, 90 
per cent were for possession of 
cannabis, the least socially dam- 
aging drug. Some 4,200 heroin 
offenders were caught - not 
very many to give intensive 
treatment to. The Penal Affairs 
Consortium produced a devas- 
tating report this month on the 
criminal justice system's failure 
to deal effectively with drugs. 
They pointed out that an 
offender might cost £36,000 to 
process through court and jail yet despite all 
that money, never get near a treatment pro- 
gramme to help prevent him' reoffending. 

How much more effectively could money be 
targeted on those who cause most barm? Once 
hard drug users enter the criminal justice sys- 
tem, there is a unique chance to change their 
lives and reduce their reoffending. Yet many 
get no treatment in prison. Down view, one of 
the few prisons with a good programme devel- 
oped by the Rehabilitation for Addicted Pris- 
oners Trust, shows that virtually all who go 
through their programme remained drug- 
free, proven by random drug-testing. 

US research found that every dollar spent 
on drug treatment programmes saved $7 in 
crime costs. What’s more, crime reduction dur- 
■ ing the treatment itself, even if all the addicts 
had relapsed straight afterwards, paid for the 
cost of the programme. In Brighton a pilot 
scheme with drug workers stationed in courts 
and police stations to divert people away from 
prison and into treatment programmes found 
that curing one single heavy-using heroin 
addict saved in property stolen the combined 
cost of three workers on the scheme. 

Courts have the power to use drug rehabil- 
itation programmes, but very rarely do. In any 
case, most programmes are heavily over-sub- 
scribed, with 10 or more weeks waiting lists for 
people who cannot wait Even detaxmearion 
centres for emergency short-term treatment 
are turning away more people than they treat. 

So we waste money catching and processing 
thousands of harmless soft drug users, even lock- 
ing up some, like Hope Humphreys’ sou. And 
at the same time we miss the chance to seize 
hold of serious addicts and treat them quickly 
in programmes that really do reduce the crimes 
they commit. It would not require a noisy head- 
on confrontation with popular prejudice for Jade 
Straw, the Home Secretary, to reorder priori- 
ties radically, save money horn pointless activ- 
ity and redirect it to the treatments inside and 
outside prison that really work. 


I 've got my hands on a 
copy of The Young 
Meteors by Jonathan 
Aitken, and it makes 
riveting reading. It was 
published in 1967, when the 
25-year-old Aitken was 
writing features for the 
Evening Standard , and a year 
after he had stood, 
unsuccessfully, for a seat in 
Parliament His “Inside 
Report on the Rising Stars of 
London" veers, a little 
awkwardly, between the 
groovy and the self-important 
but it is by no means a bad 
read. Aitken interviewed 
about 200 young movers and 
swingers from the mid-Sixties 
milieux of fashion, politics, 
entertainment art 
photography and business, 
and marvels eloquently about 
' their go-getting qualities, 
their energy and style. But it 
is impossible to read it now 
without feeling a series of 
little shocks, as you find little 
connections between his 
confident social analysis and 
his behaviour, 30 years later. 

Discussing politicians, he 
complains about the abysmal 
pay (“One of the tragedies of 
modern political life is that 
too many people do not 
contemplate entering the 
House of Commons because 
they know that it means such 
a savage salary cut and such a 
cruel invasion of their 
privacy"). 

With an unerring nose for 
the ephemeral, Aitken 
nominates his meteors: in 
politics Leon Brittan and 
Anthony Blond (the latter 
became a publisher and a • 
byword in loucheness), in 
entertainment Simon Dee, in 
business Jim Slater, in art 
Robert Fraser ... But what 
makes the eyes widen most is 
the way he suddenly 
abandons his list of Mary 
Quants and Barbara 
Hulanickis and Tbrence 
Conrans, and throws in a 
couple of chapters on sex, 
drugs, gambling and 
criminality. 

The predominant note is of 
yelping prurience, a 
professional fascination for 
the financial niceties of 
whoring, shooting up and 
“dropping a few grand at 




Mary Quant Sixties swinger 


cberamy", topped and tailed 
by hilarious have -your-cake- 
and-eat-it moralising. In 
Chapter Four he reports on 
his interviews with 1 1 
prostitutes (“Miss L Ash", 
“Miss Kane", “Madame 
Sade". “Miss Bircbwood", 
you get the picture) and 
recites their areas of 
expertise, and charges, as if 
preparing a tariff in his head 
for use at a later date, before 
muttering. “Why anyone 
should get the slightest 
pleasure out of having pain 
inflicted on them is a mystery 
to me". 

Ah* sweet innocent Old 
Etonian. Sad to report, he 
finds nobody to “speak out 
for purity", with or without a 
trusty sword of thingy in his 
hand. The upper classes, he 
concludes, have “no morals 
at all". And I don’t know 
about you lot but, 

“Personally, I am rather tired 
of the vulgarity of the 
accepted excesses. This is no 
doubt the selfish view of one 
who, at the ripe age of 24, 
feels he is getting too old for 
the excitements of youth", 
likewise he parades his 
familiarity with AspinaU's, 
the Mayfair gambling den, 
snootily assuring us that, “All . 
the in-members know the 
parking drill at Aspinall's" 
(and singling out the 7th Earl 
of Lucan as “one of the club’s 
most regular and colourful 
members”) before tut-tutting 
about “those who like 
wasting their lives..." 

This high-mindedness does 
not stop him diving into the 
mid-Sixties drugs scene, with 
the same lively professional 
interest he showed when 
grilling the brasses. Hearing 
that the junkies' favourite 
retreat is Boots the chemist 
in Piccadilly Circus, he goes 
there at midnight, cunningly 
disguised in jeans, dirty green 
roll-neck jumper and dark 
sunglasses, familiarising 
himself with the ghastly 
native lingo, he learns to say, 
“Any chance of scoring, 
man?" and “Him me on, 
man. I'm sick" to the shady 
low-lifes clustered around’ 
Eros. How gratifying it would 
have been to leant their 
response on being thus 


addressed by the clipped 
patrician. 

Unimaginably, he also 
drops a tab of LSD and his 
responses are monitored by a 
doctor and written down. 
Unfortunately he has a 
horrible trme’and a new 
AiLken starts lo appear. 
Fearing that he is going mad, 
he says, “This drug needs 
police, the Home Office and 
a dictator to stamp it out," 
while calling out, “Where is 
my mother, the only symbol 
of sanity 1 know in this 
diseased world..." 

You can sort of see why 



Lucan: "in crowd* gambler 


Mrs Thatcher was a little 
worried about his future. 
There is no mention in the 
book of Saudis, princes, 
middlemen or arras deals - 
although Aitken ’s 
prescription that the Young 
People of Today should be 
conscripted into “a national 
service for peace" could be 
construed as an early interest 
in defence procurement. But 
his casual bragging about his 
contacts in the crime world 
(“I bad maintained contact 
with some of the boys in my 
dormitory at the borstal"), 
and the two Oxford 
contemporaries who had 
already served criminal 
sentences, might have rung a 
few alarm bells. Most 
poignant, though, is when he 
writes about the atrophied 
ambitions of young 
Londoners like himself. 
“They are ambitious to be 
somebody rather than do 
something" - to be 


How to transform our felling schools 

hfew criteria for league tables would create a culture of success, argues David Davis 
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T he way we run our 
schools matters - more 
than the pupils' ability, 
more than their background, 
more than the resources we 
pour in. 

The top table (below) 
describes -two schools in the 
same area, with similar resources 
and similar ability intakes. Con- 
ventional wisdom says their 
youngsters: should have scored 
similar academic results. 

But the" disparity, was 
massive. The most stunning 
outcome was that the weakest 
pupils in. 'the better school 
attained equal results to the 


strongest pupils in the worse 
~. Tjus could only be 


school 

attributed to the performance 
of tbe schools themselves. 

These ' conclusions are 
■ contrary to established beliefs. 
They show that- schools can 
make more of a difference than 
ability or background. Bad 
schools fail all children 
irrespectively. 

Since the recent Tbry 
reforms, evidence shows an 
improvement at QGSE and 
A-level of some. 15 per cent 
Bin further improvements are 
still necessary, and demand a 
system that drives schools 
towards increasing,. achieve- 
ment, creating permanent 
* pressure for quality. The 
1 introduction of league tables 
has been a major step in the 
right direction. The Govern- 
ment yesterday announced new 
league tables which will show 


how schools are improving 
over time. 

If we establish state 
.education as an excuse-free 
zone, it will be the first step 
: towards dramatically improving 
the system that serves most of 
our children. However, there 
are two limitations on progress. 
First, league tables are 
imperfect. They need to take 
into account children’s 
capabilities. Second, tbe 
concept of the money “follow- 
ing" the child falters, because of 
the difficulty of choosing or 
transferring between schools. 

Having weaker pupils from 
less favourable backgrounds is 
sometimes used as an excuse 
for poor schooling, and low 
teacher expectations lead to 
low pupil performance. Socially 
engineered adjustments to 
performance tables simply 
reinforce these low expecta- 
tions for all time. What is 
needed is a clear, standardised 
performance measure that 
allows no excuses. 

The straightforward way is to 
'compare the achievements of 

children against the rest of the 
population when they enter 
school, and do the same when 
they leave. We can divide the 
population into 100 categories, 
file strongest 1 per cent would 
be rated at the-lOOth percentile, 
the average at the 50th and the 
weakest at the first. Using the 
11- and 16-year test scores we 
can obtain a before' and after 
picture for secondly schools. 


Such an approach would 
clearly identify schools that 
were excelling, maintaining 
average expectations, or failing. 

Ad example of each is shown 
in the second table (below). 

The schools are ranked A, B 
and C on the basis of raw 
results in the first column. Each 
school is in a different catch- 
ment area, however, with pupils 
of different backgrounds. This 
shows up clearly in the grading 
of the intakes. 

However, school A’s pupils 
have dropped from the 75th 
percentile to tbe 69th. 

School C has lifted its pupils 
from the 15th percentile to the 
25th. It is dear that school C 
has performed remarkably well 
with iqitiaDy weaker pupils. 

This method allows us to 


classify all schools as A (for 
average) grade, or as above or 
below average in performance 
(A+20 and A-6 in tbe table 
below). 

This system could be refined 
to show relative performance in 
mathematics. English and 
science, which are all measured 
at 11. This means that we could 
not only assess schools, we 
could assess individual depart- 
ments. Once you establish the 
schools which are really 
succeeding, and those which 
are actually under-achieving, ft 
is easy to decide where to 
devote resources and send 
children, which schools to 
emulate, and in which schools 
to tram teachers: 

In each region of the country 
a small number of “Star 
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Schools" could be nominated to 
receive additional funding to 
take on a higher than average 
□umber of student teachers, so 
their methods could be dis- 
seminated in the best method 
of all - by practitioners. Addi- 
tionally, if a failed school had 
to be closed and restarted 
(normally a better option than 
a takeover) the nearest appro- 
priate Star School could super- 
vise the process. 

The next step in making this 
information useful is to allow 
parental choice to be effective 
m reinforcing success and 
eliminating failure. The Audit 
Commission, in its report Trad- 
ing Places, argues: “There is a 
need to cope with success by 
enabling successful schools to 
expand and manage failure by 
identifying, intervening in and 
sometimes closing schools in 
difficulty." 

Between 1996 and 2004, the 
secondary school population 
will grow by 12 per cent. Even 
if we only channel this increase 
into tbe best schools, this would 
improve the average school 
performance dramatically.- 
Such a transformation would 
happen very easily if parents 
were realty allowed the free- 
dom to choose the best schools. 
That most LEAs are not doing 
this is demonstrated by the 35 
per cent increase in appeals 
over their admissions policies 
between 1992 and 1995. 

What is more, weaker 
schools are more expensive to 


run, often dramatically so. 
Closure of the worst and 
replacement with the best could 
save money. The technology 
exists speedity lo construct new 
building in good schools ami lo 
cope with extra administration. 
All that is needed is the politi- 
cal will and mechanisms for 
change. We need to create 
spare capacity in successful 
schools and to be ruthless with 
those who are failing. In the 
words of the Audit Commis- 
sion: “Until such schools dose 
or recover, their pupils suffer 
an unacceptably low quality of 
education." 

After a short time, radical 
use of real performance data 
will save money and improve 
quality. In addition, the Audit 
Commission assessed that if 40 
per cent of excess school capac- 
ity were dosed, this would 
release some £100m a year, 
which could then “follow the 
child" to better schools. 

If we were able to assess the 
achievements of our schools in 
an objective and sensible way, 
it would be ridiculous to 
perpetuate educational failings 
by letting bad schools cany on 
instead of reallocating 
resources (and pupils) into 
good and successful schools, lb 
mil to do so would be a betrayal 
of our children. 

The writer is Conservative MPfor 
Haltemprice and Hawden. This 
article is an extract from a book 
to be published early next year. 


Thirty years on, 
it is with a series 
of shocks that 
one connects 
the confident 
social 
analyses of 
the young 
meteor 
Aitken to 
his later 
behaviour 



Young Aitken: hdarious have-your-cake-and-eat-it moralising 


recognised, rather than to 
have achieved. Welt, if that 
included him. he sure got his 
ambition, in spades. 

C an I share with you the 
latest joke to drcle the 
World Wide Web? It’s 
about the time three law 
enforcement organisations - 
the FBI, tbe CIA and the Los 
Angeles Police Department - 
tries to convince President 
Clinton that each is the best 
at nicking criminals. The 
President decides to put them 
to the test by taking a rabbit, 
releasing it into the forest 
and ordering each 
organisation in turn to 
apprehend the little beast. 

The CIA goes in first. They 
place animal informers at all 
points of the forest. They 
question plant life, rocks, 
stones and other material 
witnesses. After three months 
of intensive investigation, 
they conclude that the rabbit 
does not exist. 

Next come the FBI. They 
don’t muck abouL After two 
weeks with no leads, they 
torch the forest, killing 
everything in it (including the 
rabbit). They don’t apologise. 
The rabbit bad it coming. 
Lastly it’s the turn of the 



LAPD. They go into the 
forest - and emerge after two 
hours, frogmarching a badly 
basbed-up bear, who is 
shouting, “OK, OK! I’m a 
rabbit! I'm a rabbUr 

S uddenly everybody is 
apologising. Nike 
apologises to Islam for 
carrying a logo on its new 
basketball shoes that looks 
like the Arabic word for 
“God". Princess Diana 
apologises for taking her 
children to a movie. Tony 
Blair apologises to Ireland 
for England’s lack of 
response to the Irish famine 
150 years ago. President 
Clinton apologises to all 


black people for his 
predecessors* connivance in 
the slave trade. Soon 
Germany will say sorry for, 
you know, those 
misunderstandings earlier in 
the ceniunr, and the Royal 
Family will apologise for 
Elizabeth l’s having allowed 
Sir Walter Raleigh to bring 
fags into the country. 

In the middle of this orgy 
of self-abasement is the 
Birse construction company, 
which has set an amazing 
precedent by saying sorry to 
its staff and customers for 
being so nasty to them in tbe 
early Nineties. “We had 
adopted a new culture which 
led to a more aggressive 
approach to all our 
relationships," writes the 
chairman in the current Birse 
News . before apologising for 
- well, actually, we’re not 
given any details of what 
they did or how beastly it 
goL So now I'm desperately 
trying to find a copy of Birse 
News from those difficult 
years, for the pleasure of 
reading its letters page 
(headlined “Don’t You 
People Ever Stop 
Complaining?”), its “New 
faces" page (“fat Tart from 
Bought Ledger Lands Job 
On Board By Shagging Non- 
Executive Director”), and its 
front-page splash (“Oh P*** 
Off, the Lot of You"). 
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C&W on brink 


of £500m phone 


deal in Australia 


Chris Godsmark 

Business Correspondent 


Cable & Wireless is on the verge 
of a £500m-plus deal to fuel its 
overseas ambitious, with plans 
to take control of Australia's 
second-largest phone company. 

The acquisitive UK group is 
believed to have approached 
other shareholders in Optus, the 
Sydney-based long distance and 
mobile operator, with the aim 
of raising its existing 24 5 per 
cent slake in the venture to 
more than 50 per cenL It would 
continue the C&W corporate 
plan, outlined last year by Dick 
Brown, its deal-hungiy chief ex- 
ecutive. to expand many of the 
group's overseas minority in- 
terests towards majority con- 
trol. 

C&W hopes to persaude Bell 
South, the US regional phone 
giant which also owns 24.5 per 
cent of pptus, to sell its share- 
holding in tbe company, raising 
C& Ws interest to 49 per cent. 
Another large shareholder. 
Maync Nickless, which owns 25 
per cent of Optus, has already 
indicated it would be interest- 
ed in selling part of its stake in 
Optus, enabling C&W to go 
above 50 per cent 

Analysts have recently raised 
their estimates of Optus's val- 
ue to A$4.8bn (£Z2bn), making 
C&Ws stake worth £535m. 
Optus plans to float itself on the 
Australian stock market later 
this year, a move that would en- 
able' existing investors to reduce 
their shareholdings. 


Since its launch in 1992 Op- 
tus has played a s imilar role in 
the Australian telecomm uneda- 
lions market to Mercury, 
CAW’S British subsidiary which 
was merged into the C&W 
Communications TV and tele- 


phony empire. Like Mercury's 
original role, > 


Op tus has enjoyed 
a duopoly with the state phone 
compaity, Telstra, which the 
Australian government intends 
to privatise. Optus also relies on 
Telstra’s “local loop” network 
for most of its direct connections 
to homes. 

Optus has been successful in 
growing its share of the highly 
competitive Australian phone 
market. Its fixed-line long dis- 
tance revenues soared by 24 per 
cent in the six months to the ead 
of last year to A$476m. New 
phone lines rose by more than 
500,000, to almost 1.9 million, 
giving Optus 1 8 pet cent of the 
market. 

It has a stronger foothold in 
the mobile market, in compe- 
tition with lelstra and Voda- 
fone. Optus has 37 per cent of 
the digital market, with 634,000 
customers, while revenues rose 
by almost 60 per cent in the sec- 
ond half of 1996 to A$530m. 

C&W has already moved to ’ 
increase its influence over the 


company by recently replacing 
earn with 


the top management team 1 
its own staff. Peter-Howell 
Davies, former chief executive 
of Mercury Communications, 
has ousted Ziggy Switkowslti as 
Optus chief executive. Mr How- 
ell-Davies is the third chief ex- 


ecutive of the company in 18 
months. 

Two other C&W executives 
also joined the Optus board. 
Norman Gillespie has become 
the finance, director while 
Christopher Weston has moved 
from bis job as director of strat- 
egy at Mercury to play a simi-. 
lar role in Australia. 

Though analysts have ex- 
pressed concerns about Op- 
tra's strategic direction under 
Mr Switkowslti, they said 
C&Ws interest in taking con- 
trol of the company made 
strategic sense. JJ would enable 
Mr Brown to use some of tbe 
proceeds of his recent deal to 
reduce C&Ws stake in Hong 
Kong Telecom, the hugely 
lucrative phone company. 

Earlier this month Mr Brown 
' revealed the long-awaited deal 
with the Chinese government 
selling a 5J5per cent stake in 
Hong Kong Telecom fbr£726m. 
It will reduce CAW'S share- 
holding from its existing 59 per 
cent figure, a level widely seen 
as unsustainable after Hong 
Kong moves to Chinese rule 
next week. 

Mr Brown also conceded 
that C&W could reduce its 
stake in Hong Kong Telecom 
below 50 per cent as the com- 
pany gained what he claimed 
would be a unique foothold in 
China. 

Analysts speculated that 
C&W would want to bolster the 
decision by imereasingits stakes 
in other ventures in the Asia- 
Pacific region. 



From little acorns: Peter Wood’s ‘greatest strength is building businesses' and he has set his sights on new horizons 

business interests world-wide. I 

consider ibis an ideal time for 
him to take full control of the 


Nic Cicutti 

Personal Finance Editor 


Peter Wood, the founder of Di- 
rect Line, the telephone insurer 
that revolutionised the financial 
services industry, announced 
yesterday that he was quitting 
his post as chief executive with 
the company to concentrate 
on other business interests. 

Mr Wood, once one of the 


Wood deserts 
Direct Line for 
pastures new 


UK's highest-paid business- 
1, said his 


men, said his decision, which 
takes effect today, followed tbe 
gradual scaling-down of his in- 
volvement in the Direct Line 
group over the past IS months. 

He is being replaced as group 
chief executive by iaa Chip- 
pendale, bis deputy, who already 
heads the company's insurance 


subsidiary. 
I Yo 


Lord Younger of Prestwick, 
chairman of Royal Bank of 


Scotland, which owns Direct 
Line, yesterday paid tribute to 
Mr Wood's work: “He has 
transformed financial services 
and has made an enormous con- 
tribution to the success of Royal 
Bank of Scotland over tbe past 
13 years. Peter is an outstand- 
ing entrepreneur and I am sure 
that he will go on to even 
greater success with all his new 
business interests.” 

Mr Wood said be would con- 


tinue as chairman of Privilege, 
the non-standard risk insurer he 
founded jointly with Royal 
Bank of Scotland three years 
ago. He will remain involved in 
Direct Response Corporation, 
which writes car insurance in the 
US, where he is also planning 
a home insurance venture. 

“I have total confidence in 
Ian as ray successor. My great- 
est strength is budding busi- 
nesses. Given my growing 


SI Mr Wood added that he had 
been building Direct Line s 
management team ever since 
scaling down his involvement, 
which last year saw him relin- 
quish control over the group s 
insurance operation. 

Direct Line, formed in 1985, 
was the first firm to sell motor 
insurance policies oyer the 
phone, rapidly building its busi- 
ness to include home and con- 
tents cover, PEPs, travel cover, 
loans, savings accounts and 
personal pensions. 

During the early 1990s he 
was one of the UK's best-paid 
chief executives, earning 
bonuses of up to £18m a year 
until RBS bought out his bonus 
scheme for £24m in 1993. 


Trade gap nears £lbn as imports surge 


Diane Coyle 

Economics Editor 


Trade growth 


Britain’s trade gap expanded 
back towards the £lbn mark in 
April as a surge in imports out- 
paced an increase in exports. 
Both rose to record levels. 

Trade with non-EU coun- 
tries went further into the red 
in May, with the deficit ex- 
panding to £563m. 

The underlying trend in trade 
volumes has remained roughly 
flat, analysts said. But most 
predicted that the shortfall 
would expand later this year as 
the combination of rapid 
growth at home and the strong 
pound continues to boost im- 
ports. 

“The overheating of the 
economy will show up first in the 
trade balance," predicted 
Richard Iley of ABN-Amro. 

In recent months the move- 
ments in imports and exports 
have been volatile, and the 
jump in both in April took 
economists by surprise. “Both 
imports and exports, in value 



and volume terms, rose sharply 
and are records,” said Simon 
Briscoe of Nikko Europe. 

The global trade deficit in- 
creased to £96 lm in April from 
£67 1m the previous month. Ex- 
port volumes climbed 83 per 
cent during the month, while 
import volumes jumped by II 
per cent. 

Both export and import vol- 
umes had fallen in March, and 


non-EU exports and imports fell 
again in May. 

A large part of the explana- 
tion for the worsening trade po- 
sition in April was a fall in 
Britain's surplus in ofl. It was 
down to a more normal level of 
£374m from £604m in March. 

The underlying gap, exclud- 
ing ofl and erratic items, was 
also up. It expanded to £l-5bn 
from £1.3bn the previous 


month. Apart from the unpre- 
dictability of the figures month 
to month, the robustness of ex- 
port volumes in the face of the 
strong pound has been puzzling. 

In the latest three montiis, 
underlying export volumes have 
gained 2.6 per cent, compared 
to a 0.8 per cent rise in imports. 
During the latest 12 months the 
figures are 6.7 per cent for ex- 
ports compared with 4.6 per 
cent for imports. 

“We are importing more 
from our European partners, 
which makes sense given the 
competitive advantage sterling 
strength gives EU exporters. But 
it is also the case that UK ex- 
ports are holding their own,” 
said John O’Sullivan. 

Although business surveys 
have shown a pronounced de- 
cline in export orders, this is not 
yet reflected in the official trade 
statistics. Most economists - 
including those in tbe Treasury 
and the Bank of England - 
have been expecting the 
pound's appreciation to put 
the brakes on exports and hence 


on the economy’s overall 
growth. 

David Bloom at James Capel 
said a pick-up in world trade 
growth might be the explanation 
for the surprising export per- 
formance. While this was good 


news, it put even more pressure 
on the Chancel 


fllor to choke off 
consumer demand in next 
week’s Budget, he said. 

The pound ended slightly 
lower yesterday at just under 
DM2.87. 

So far the impact of the 
pound on the trade gap has 
been muted by falling import 
prices. This effect is Likely to 
wear off as the year progress- 
es. 

In addition, most experts still 
reckon the growth in export vol- 
umes will slow down, following 
the slowdown in orders report- 
ed by recent business surveys. 
When that happens, the buoy- 
ancy of imports as a result of 
booming consumer spending 
could lead to a very rapid de- 
terioration in Britain's trade po- 
sition. 


T&N shares plunge 
on asbestos ruling 


Andrew Yates 


Investors in T&N, the car part 
manufacturer that used to be 
one of the world’s largest as- 
bestos producers, yesterday took 
fright of news that the company 
had lost an important American 
legal battle over future asbestos 
claims. Almost £90m was wiped 
off the value of T&N as the 
shares plunged by more than 10 
per cent to 143p on the news, 
which came just before the 
stock market closed. 

The US Supreme Court yes- 
terday ruled that a $!.5bn 
(£781 m) class action, which ef- 
fectively fixed the amount of 
compensation T&N would have 
to pay to US asbestos victims, 
was illegal. The collapse of the 
dass action, called the Georgine 
settlement, paves the way for a 
flood of claims from tbe hun- 
dreds of thousands of asbestos 
victims who have brought ac- 
tions against T&N. 

Analysts believe the court rul- 


ing will cost T&N £150m in ex- 
tra asbestos claims. There are 
19 other asbestos producers 
involved in the Georgine set- 
tlement. 

T&N claimed, however, that 
it had already made provisions 
to cover the rise in asbestos 
costs. “We have fully provided 
for the appeal being lost. There 
are no financial consequences 
not already allowed for.” a 
T&N spokeswoman said yes- 
terday. Nevertheless the deci- 
sion is a blow to the group which 
is trying to cap its asbestos lia- 
bilities after paying out more 
than £350m in claims. 

Last November T&N se- 
cured a £1.2bn insurance deal 
designed to ring-fence its lia- 
bilities. Under the plan, T&N 
has put aside £690m to cover fu- 
ture claims. Any payments af- 
ter that are covered by a £5 00m 
insurance policy. But tbe 
Georgine decision raises doubts 
about the extent of any future 
US payments. 


Brussels 

seeks 


change 

in Airbus 



Michael Harrison 





The European * 

gS^SSRSSl: 

Airbus can provide m retnmfor 
approving the 

the two US aerospaagwg 

Boeing and NlcDonrKnpCT^te. 

It is thought that the EC. - 

the nfquesi of the four Airbus 
partners, is seeking to raise the 
Sgon repayable 
for new commercial aircraft 
programmes from 33 per cent 
at present to around 50 per cenL 
Tffis would allow* the Euro- 
neans to provide S4.5rm 
UC.7bn) of the S9bn 
it Will cost to launch its 600- 
seater super-jumbo, the A3XA. 

But it would be fiercely re- 
sisted bv the US on the grounds 
that it would give Airbus an un- 
fair advantage in the civil mar- 
ket, where its share ts now 
dose to 40 per cent. 

According to aviation sources, 
the stiff opposition Karel Van 
Miert, the EC Compeuuoo 
Commissioner, has put up to the 
Boeing- McDonnell merger is 
designed to act as a lever to force 
the US to renegotiate the rules 
governing support for civil air- 
craft programmes. 

Under a bilateral agreement 
between Europe and the US 
signed in 1992. indirect support 
for aircraft programmes - 
through funding of defence re- 
search projects for instance — is j 
limited to 4 per cent of the 
turnover of an individual com- 
pany 1 and 3 per cent of the 
turnover of the entire industry. 
Direct launch aid is capped at 
one-third. 

But the Airbus partners have 
long complained that it is vir- 
tually impossible to police the 
indirect subsidies that Boeing 
and McDonnell Douglas receive 
through Nasa and the US De- 
partment of Defense, which 
run into billions of dollars. 

The EC is now trying to get 
the 1992 agreement renegoti- 
ated- One Airbus source said: 
“By definition that means we 
have to look at the ceiling on 
both indirect and direct support 
An increase in refundable 
launch aid to 50 per cent sounds A, 
eminently reasonable.” 

The US Federal Trade Com- 
mission is due to decide 
whether to approve the Boeing- 
McDonneU Douglas merger on 
1 July. The boards of the two 
companies, meanwhile have 
pencilled in 25 July for extra- 
ordinary shareholders meet- 
ing? to vote formally on the 
merger. 

The deadline set by Mr Van 
Mien for a final decision is 31 
July. Meanwhile there were re- 
ports yesterday that Boeing has 
offered to unravel the “exclu- 
sive” 20-year supply deals it has 
agreed with three US camera 
- American Airlines, Delta and 
Continental - in return for EC 
approval of the merger. 
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Energy panel to stamp on dubious sales methods 


Chris Godsmark 

Business Correspondent 


Energy companies and con- 
sumer groups yesterday put 
their faith in self-regulation in 
an attempt to head off further 
damaging publicity about du- 
bious sales practices in the 
emerging competitive domestic 
gas and electricity markets. 

The Gas Consumers’ Coun- 
cil (GCC) and Electricity 
Consumers* Committees sup- 
ported a new code of market- 
ing practice, backed by an 
industry panel with the power 
to “name and shame” persistent 
offenders. But both groups ad- 
mitted the new code was a 


compromise and warned they 
would press for legally en- 
forceable sanctions if market- 
ing “scandals” continued. 

The Association of Energy 
Suppliers (AES), with a £60,000 
annual budget wiU have a seven- 
member panel to review com- 
plaints. This will include Mike 
Alexander, managing director of 
British Gas Trading, Sue Stipman. 
GCC director, and Yvonne 
Constance, chairman of the elec- 
tricity committees. Four mem- 
bers, including Mr Alexander, 
will represent gas and electrici- 
ty suppliers, with another seat go- 
ing to a public policy expert from 
lawyers Clifford Chance. 

Philip Daubeney, chief exec- 


Dubious gas market sales practices 


• March 1996 -Sweb temporarily withdrew its sales force in 
the first competition trial in South-west England, following 
complaints about high-pressure tactics 

• November 1996 - Eastern Natural Gas sacked one of its sales 
force after allegations of high-pressure methods in Kent and 
Sussex. The teams had allegedly told customers British Gas had 
“changed its name to Eastern" 

• 16 June 1997 - Eastern called to Ofgas for another dressing 
down over complaints about safes tactics, this time in Scotland 


utive of the Electricity Associa- 
tion and the new director of the 
AES. said the code worked on 
the “three strikes and you're out” 
principle, if member suppliers 
had three formal warnings they 


could be expelled. He said all 14 
privatised electricity suppliers 
would join and he expected all 
gas companies to do the same. 

Ms Slipman said the AES was 

a “fail-back position” after the 


GCC had failed to persuade Of- 
gas. the watchdog, to push for 
a compulsory scheme: “This is 
a major improvement which 
would stop the industry coming 
into disrepute. It may mean we 
don’t need license conditions." 

The AES code includes a sev- 
en-day minimum cooling-off 
period after customers sign 
contracts. It stipulates people 
should not be called early in the 
morning or late at night and says 
sales agreements should be fol- 
lowed by further checks. 

Since domestic gas competi- 
tion trials began in May 1996 
there have been hundreds of 

complaints about dubious 
doorstep sales methods, many 


involving Eastern Natural Gas, 
part of the regional electricity 
group. In the most recent case, 
members of Eastern's sales 
force in Dundee and Edin- 
burgh had allegedly told con- 
sumers that British Gas had 
“run out of gas”. Consumer 
groups fear the same mistakes 
could be repeated when the 
domestic electricity market 
opens from next April. 

Neil Lambert, joint general 
manager of Calortex. said his 
company would join the asso- 
ciation. "The code does now 
appear to have teeth, though 
clearly if it fails there might have 
to be a mandatory licence oblig- 
ation," he said. 
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Granada’s bid 
for Yorkshire 
goes ahead 


Parkland 

dispute 

titled 


Cathy Newman 


Granada yesterday accelerated 
the consolidation in the televi- 
sion industry by launching an 
agreed £71 1 m takeover bid for 
the neighbouring Yorkshire- 
Tyne Tees Television. 

■THf w hich has been 
wdety expected, is pitched at 
5 a s ^ are ’ which is con- 
siderably lower that the £17 a 
share th at Wa rd Thomas, chair- 
man of YFTV. said the business 
was worth earlier this year. 
Mercury Asset Management, 
one of the main institutional 
shareholders in YTTV. refused 
to make any comment yesterday 
on the bid price after having ex- 
pressed disappointment about 
Granada s offer only last week. 

■ Ve T ™ mas the price was 
justified because of the signifi- 
cant decrease in ITV's shSof 
television revenue. ITV pulled 
m 5.5 per cent less advertising 
rcrenue for May this vear, in part 
reflecting the launch of Channel 
5. Across the spectrum, ITV 
companies netted £l48.8m for 
the month, down from £157 Jm 
in the same month last year 

German nf Granada Media 
Group, said yesterday that he 
had moved 10 calm rumblings 


of discontent among some 
shareholders by visiting four big 
institutional shareholders last 
Friday - Mercury Asset Man- 
agement, Royal Sun Alliance, 
Fidelity and Legal & General. 

Of these MAM was “most cer- 
tain in their opposition”. 

Gerry Robinson, Granada’s 
™ JPjan who believes that all 

the ITV companies will have to' 

merge to combat the growing 
competitive threat from satei- 
uk and from digital television, 

SS* ta]ked about 

the bid to Lord Hollick’s United 
News & Media, which has a 14 
per cent stake in YTTV. 

However, Mr Robinson 
fought it unlikely that United 
would oppose Granada’s offer. 

It would be a tougji challenge 

Ls not mle r " he ***■ ^ C *y 

taSr” sopposiiion 

^obitKon said there 
ould not be huge cost-savings 
nxira the deal, but added that 

Ukdv fn 30 and 40 i ohs were • 

likely to go over the next eight 
to 10 months. 

* that the 

—f# « which had been.i'- 
trailed for so long, was finally ' ’ 
complete. “We’ve been engaged 
a tyg ^e. and we’ve 
jfoted Mag he 
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City can look forward to a mini-maxi Budget 


‘Gordon Brown is 
almost certain to 
present his Budget as 
a fiscal tightening. To 
do this credibly he's 
going to have to go 
further than merely 
announcing the 
windfall tax and the 
abolition of the tax 
credit on dividends' 


W ith less than u week lo gci before 
Labours fins Budget, the City is still 
all ai sea over what to expect. Is this 
going to be a Budget which merely imple- 
ments the windfall profits lax and welfare to 
work proposals, or will it go further to take 
m a whole raft of other measures? Will it be 
a limited, boring and predictable Budget 
which changes very little, or will Gordon 
Brown go for a bold and radical mix of mea- 
sures that establish his credentials as a re- 
forming Chancellor determined to make his 
mark and sweep away the past? 

The Treasury is being more than usually 
coy about It all this time round, hut judging 
by the way officials arc burning the midnight 
oil and by Mr Brown's liking for headlines, 
the belting has to be that he's going to have 
a fair old go at the latter. If he confines him- 
self to the manifesto promises of a windfall 
profits tax, welfare to work, and VAT on fuel, 
he's going to be accused not only of having 
no ideas but also of failing to cool Britain’s 
overheated economy to boot. 

So he's almost bound to go further, if only 
by way of announcing his intention to do cer- 
tain things after a suitable period of con- 
sultation and review. What the markets can 
look forward to. therefore, is probably a set 
of measures that lie somewhere between the 
originally conceived '‘mini" Budget and the 
traditional "maxi*’ Budget - a “mini-maxi” 
Budget infact. 

Rather than second guess what he is actu- 
ally going to do - and nearly all the appar- 
ently inspired leaks of the Budget so far.righl 


down to the one about abolishing tax cred- 
its on dividends are no more than that - let's 
look at what the markets and business think 
realistic, and how far he might be prepared 
to go in meeting these wishes. 

The general consensus is that there needs 
to be a sharp fiscal tightening that dampens 
growing signs of soar away consumer 
demand in the economy. Without it, inter- 
est rates will rise that much more strongly 
than they are already destined to, the pound 
will maintain its present overvaluation in for- 
eign exchange markets, and the economy 
will suffer accordingly. Anything that Mr 
Brown might do directly to address Britain's 
perceived investment deficit would in these 
circumstances be pretty much pointless. 

Whatever he does, then, Mr Brawn is 
utmost certain to present his Budget as a fis- 
cal tightening. To do this credibly he's going 
to have to go further than merely announc- 
ing the windfall tax and the abolition of the 
tax credit on dividends. Though these two 
measures alone might be expected to raise 
£10bn in a full year, their impact on con- 
sumer demand would he marginal. 

So how to hit the consumer? Here Labour 
has considerably boxed itself in by promis- 
ing not to raise personal taxes. While it is 
true that the Chancellor could mess around 
with tax relicts and allowances in a way that 
had the effect of raising personal taxes but 
stayed within the letter of Labour's election 
promises, any such jiggery pokery would be 
seen as dishonest. There is, however, plenty 
of scope for fiscal tightening outside per- 


sonal taxation. The most obvious targets 
here ore MIRAS, stamp duty, excise duty, 
and VAT The first two would both hit house 
prices hard, but since this is where the econ- 
omy is at its most inflationary, that may be 
no bad thing. 

Even taking into account these “extra” 
measures, the Chancellor won’t be prepared 
to settle for such a conventional package. V* 
already know there's going to be a package 
of green measures. Another priority, given 
the way Mr Brown used to bat on about this 
while in opposition, must be under invest- 
ment, particularly in manufacturing. 

Publication today of the Department of 
Trade and Industry's seventh annual 
research and development score board only 
serves to underline the point. For all the talk 
from the lost Government of creating an 
enterprise culture, an entrepreneurial econ- 
omy, there is little sign of a sustained com- 
mitment to investing in the future. 

Measures to help investment neatly dove- 
tail with the whole area of tax and savings. 
This is a mess, unfairly favouring certain 
forms of saving over others and failing to 
provide adequate incentive to save to all but 
the well off middle classes. If Mr Brown is 
not going to tax people into spending less, 
another way to dampen demand in the econ- 
omy and boost investment at the same time 
would be to provide extra fiscal incentive for 
long term savings. 

Mr Brown has so far barely puL a foot 
wrong, despite an action packed two months 
of reform on a scale not attempted since the 


days of Geoffrey Howe and Nigel Lawson. 
He’s not about to upset the apple can now. 
A radical, but credible first Budget must be 
the one he’s aiming for. 

Will Ionica prove an 
exception to the rule 

I t was Eurotunnel and Us then fina ncial 
financial adviser S G Wirburg that first 
introduced investors big time to the du- 
bious delights of the discounted cashflow val- 
uation. As a way of turning base metal into 
gold with a sleight of financial hand, this 
methodology has shown itself to be pretty 
much unbeatable. A godsend it may be to 
dever merchant banks se lling companies with 
huge outgoings and nothing in the way of rev- 
enues. much less profits. But for investors 
it has more often than not proved a curse. 

The Channel Tunnel was turned overnight 
from an unsaleable proposition into a gold- 
mine using DCF valuation. After that came 
the cable companies, which though not as 
disastrous as the tunnel have nonetheless 
been a disappointment in investment terms. 

Eurotunnel faces its nemesis on 10 July 
should shareholders decide that enough is 
enough and vote down the latest refinanc- 
ing plan. Ah of which makes SBC Warburg's 
timing immaculate - or perhaps unfortunate 
- as it seeks to send another business on its 
stock market way with the use of DCF. 

Will Ionica, the telephone operator, prove 
to be one of the exceptions to the rule, the 


flotation that restores respectability to the 
DCF valuation? Weary investors have heard 
the story many times before. The technology 
is proven, the market is ripe for exploitation 
and the returns will be magnificent. We may 
have a track record of nothing but loses but 
the future is golden, pcrh&ps even Orange. 

Perhaps, however, Ionica actually is the 
one to break Lhe mould. Unlike Eurotunnel 
and the cable operators, it does not have to 
do a Iol of digging before it can sign up a 
single customer. Because it incurs most of 
its costs only when it connects a customer 
to its radio-based phone network, the cost 
per-home passed is a fraction of cable, or 
indeed BT. 

The theory, then, is that the savings are 
passed onto customers in the shape of bills 
that are permanently 1-5 per cent below any- 
thing the opposition can offer. 

Ionica 's problem is that, however many 
bells and whistles it adds to the basic tele- 
phony service, it will always be reduced to 
competing on price since ft neither intends 
lo go interactive nor launch entertainment 
services over the radio waves. 

That means it will need the support of a 
strong regulator who is not inclined to let 
BT price in a predatory manner when con- 
trols are lifted in four years time. When he 
started the business in 1991, Nigel Playford, 
Ionica *s chief executive, had no money, no 
staff, no technology and no customers. He 
still does not have many of the latter, but 
for those that like a flutter, it could be 
worth a punt. 


R&D spend 
in Britain 
falls behind 
competitors 


World league on R&D 


Ranking 


Country 


R&D/SaJes Ratio 


Rbger Trapp 


Britain is falling further behind 
international competitors in 
corporate research and devel- 
opment spending, official fig- 
ures published today reveal. 

The UK R&D Scoreboard 
shows that, although expendi- 
ture in this area has increased, 
it still accounts for a smaller pro- 
portion of sales than in other G7 
countries. Britain spent just 13 
per cent of sales on R&D, 
while Japan, Germany, the 
United Stales and France all de- 
voted more than 4 per cent of 
turnover to iL Some smaller 
countries have seen dramatic in- 
creases in spending, but such fig- 
ures are often distorted by the 
presence of relatively small 
numbers of companies. 

The top UK companies have 
increased their spending at a 
similar rate to leading interna- 
tional companies in recent 
years. But - in percentage terms 
- they are spending only about 
half as much as these interna- 
tional peers, putting the UK cor- 
porate sector at the bottom of 
the league table of R&D in- 
tensity, says David Tbnkin, man- 
aging director of Company 
Reporting, the corporate mon- 


itoring organisation that com- 
piled the tables. 

With commentators and 
heads of overseas organisations 
increasingly pointing out that in- 
novation and exploitation of 
technology are the keys to fu- 
ture growth, the report will 
add to the pressure on Gov- 
ernment and industy. In his 
foreword to the report, John 
Battle, science, energy and in- 
dustry minister, says that under- 
investment by companies 
“could have serious implications 
for the long term and the cru- 
cial question must be what then 
is their strategy for achieving 
and more importantly sustain- 
ing success in the long term? 
Without more dynamic firms 
our whole economy's future is 
in jeopardy.” 

The seventh annua) rank- 
ings sponsored by the Depart- 
ment of Trade and Industry are 
dominated by pharmaceuticals 
companies. Britain’s strength in 
this sector is demonstrated by 
the fact that Glaxo Wellcome, 
which is top of the table with a 
R&D spend of £1.1 6hn, is also 
the world's top investor in this 
area. However, even here, 
pending has fallen over the past 
five years - and in the UK to a 
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greater extent than elsewhere, 
adds Dr Ibnkin. 

The report also points out 
that - with certain exceptions - 
lop UK companies are invest- 
ing at levels often well below the 
international average. More- 
over, many of the companies in 
the list are the British arms of 
successful foreign -owned or- 
ganisations, such as Siemens of 


Germany and Motorola and 
Hewlett-Packard of the US. 

Allen Yurko. chief executive 
of Siebe, the engineering group 
placed thirteenth in the ranking 
and devoted 5.6 per cent of last 
year's £Z6bn sales to R&D, says 
in the report that expenditure 
of this kind must be an integral 
part of business strategy. 

Comment, 23 


Parkland 

dispute 

settled 


Chris Godsmark 

Business Correspondent 


Yorkshire Water has averted a 
damaging court battle with one 
of its largest industrial cus- 
tomers, the Parkland textile 
group, by offering to slash this 
year's water bills. 

The settlement bring? to an 
end a three-year depute between 
the two companies over huge in- 
creases in Yorkshire’s charges for 
dealing with waste water. 

Parkland, which makes suit 
'fabrics for retailers including 
Marks <fc Spencer, said York- 
shire ha done red it a new set of 
tariffs which would cut its water 
and sewerage bills this year by 
£70.000, on top of charges of 
some £100,000. 

The so-called, reception 
charge, which covers the cost of 
dealing with large quantities of 
waste water from dyeing and 
finishing processes, had been 
planned to rise this year to 50p 
for each cubic metre. An earlier 
offer to an this to 26p had been 
turned down by Parkland, which 
until last month was preparing 
to take the dispute to court. 

■ Yorkshire has now reduced the 
charge to just I4.5p. 

Brian Lodder, Parkland's 
chairman and chief executive, 
praised what he described as a 
change of attitude at Yorkshire 
1 Water since the new manage- 
ment team* led- by chairman 
Brandon Gough. took the helm 
last. year. “It was worth the 
■fight,” he said. “Since the re- 
placement board came in at 
•Yorkshire Water we've seen a 
much more constructive and 
consultative approach." 


Business angels fly in to 
help blue sky companies 


Sameena Ahmad 


Scotland's Silicon Glen is get- 
ting a boost from a new fund 
to encourage high-technology 
start ups in Britain. 31, the 
world's largest venture capi- 
talist group and Scottish En- 
terprise are jointly launching 
a new seed capital fund at the 
end of July. 31 secs the fund as 
plugging a key gap in financ- 
ing blue sky companies from 
their foundation, through the 
venture capitalist stage and 
eventually on to flotation. 

Though the fund will initially 
be for just £2m - with each 
partner providing half the cash 
- and will be initially limited 
to Scottish-based companies, 
31 said that with a growing 
queue of unpolished compa- 
nies unable to raise money 
elsewhere, the fund could grow 
fast. 

Hazel Cameron, a senior 
investment executive at 31, 
said: “If the number of phone 
calls we get from companies 
looking for just a small amount 
amount of cash - £10,000 to 
£100.000 - is any guide, I think 
this fund will grow signify 
canlly. This is just a taster lo 
show our interest and deter- 
mine demand. We see an aw- 
ful lot of potential in the rest 

of the UK." ..... . . 

The fund highlights a rise in 
the number of business angels 
financing high technology busi- 
nesses in the UK and filling 
gaps left by the banks and ven- 
ture capibu firms. A report out 
this week from Southhampton 
University concluded that 
there are around 18,000 active 
business angels in the UK, in- 


Sameena Ahmad reports on new 
moves to provide venture capital 
for smaller hi-tech start-ups 


vesting about £500m in al- 
most 4,000 businesses each 
year, but called on the Gov- 
ernment to give greater sup- 
port lo Lbe business angels and 
stimulate efforts to help more 
small businesses prepare 
themselves for outside invest- 
ment. 

According to Ms Cameron, 
this is one of the key reasons 


£ So many good 
technology 
companies never 
make it because 
they can’t raise 
small money ? 

behind the UK’s relatively un-’ 
derdeveloped hi-tech sector 
compared to the US. “We 
have so many good technolo- 
gy companies that never make 
it because they can’t raise 
small money. These companies 
are not polished, they often 
don’t have foil management 
teams. They don’t know the 
minimum amount of work 
needed to prepare themselves 
to attract investment.” 

Some of that expertise is 
coming to the UK, however. 
Hambrecht & Quist, a leading 


underwriter of European hi- 
tech stocks began its second 
European conference yester- 
day showcasing over 70 of the 
most promising of Europe’s IT 
companies to fond managers. 
Josh Rafner, managing direc- 
tor of H&Q's international 
investment banking arm said 
that funding of IT companies 
across Europe was becoming 
more sophisticated as dedi- 
cated IT stock markets like the 
pan-European exchange Eas- 
daq and France’s Nouveau 
Marche opened up. 

“People ask where is the Bill 
Gates of Europe and where is 
Europe’s Silicon Valley. But I 
sec a renaissance in the Eu- 
ropean IT sector,” he said. 
“What has historically been 
lacking is good early stage fi- 
nancing and the entrepre- 
neurial company building stalls 
which have flourished In the 
US. 

“There is more and more 
sophisticated venture capital 
available, stimulated by in- 
creasing access to public mar- 
kets for high technology 
companies. Without an exit op- 
portunity there is no early 
stage financing.” 

Mr Rafner said that there 
was a strong investor appetite 
from US investors in European 
IT stocks. “We have recognised 
the emergence of better com- 
panies, better technologies 
and belter entrepreneurs, n he 
said. 


Ionica to be valued at £570m 
after London and US flotation 


Michael Harrison 


Ionica, the company that is set- 
ting up a rival domestic tele- 
phone network to BT based on 
innovative radio technology, 
will be valued at £570m when 
it floats on the London and New 
York markets next month. 

The flotation, priced at be- 
tween 370p and 390p a share, 
will raise £1 25m of new finance 
to help Ionica complete its net- 
work of base stations. Nigel 
Playford, founder and chief ex- 
ecutive. will be left with a 6.6 per 
cent stake valued at £37.6ra 
while lonica's non-executive 
chairman, the former Ofgas di- 
rector-general, Sir James Mc- 
Kinnon, will receive 175,000 
share options which are show- 
ing a £455,000 profit at the of- 
fer price. 

Ionica is also raising a further 
£300m in loans through a debt 
facility backed by three banks 
and us equipment supplier. 


Northern Telecom. In total Ion- 
ica will have invested £l.lbn by 
the time its network is complete 
in 2001 and coverage reaches 80 
per cent of the country. 

The flotation price is 40 per 
cent below the valuation put on ■ 
Ionica by its financial adviser 
and main sponsor to the offer, 
SBC Warburg, on a discounted 
cashflow basis. It isaJso£200m 
less than the valuation esti- 
mated by Northern Electric 
when it was attempting to fight 
off the CalEnergy takeover bid 
last year. Northern has a 4.6 per 
cent stake in Ionica. 

But Mr Playford said it was 
important to be cautious: “Al- 
though we have started well this 
is still a relatively new business. 
In the past the cable companies 
overvalued their international 
offers and shareholders in those 
businesses have paid the price." 

Ionica has been offering a 
telephone service since June 
last year and has 22,000 cus- 


tomers in its two launch areas. 
East Anglia and the Midlands. 
It is aiming for 7 per cent of the 
market - 1.2 million customers 
- but says it will be profitable 
with just 4 per cent of the do- 
mestic market. 

Mr Playford said lonica's com- 
petition was BT not the cable 
companies, and Ionica had no- 
plans to launch entertainment 
services over its network. Ionica 
is offering to connect BT cus- 
tomers for a fee of just £10. pro- 
wled they agree to pay their bills 
by direct debit, and guarantees 
to undercut BTs tariffs by 15 per 
cent and its standing charge by 
20 per cent. 

Ionica claims the cost of 
building out a national net- 
work will be £15-£30 per home 
passed compared with £600 per 
home for the cable operators, 
and says it can recoup the cost 
of connecting up customers in 
two years/ ■* 

The public offer will result in 


23 per cent of the company be- 
ing floated but Ionica has nol 
ruled out linking up with a 
strategic overseas partner in the 
future which would involve a 
further hand-out of equity. 

None of the existing 350 in- 
stitutional and individual share- 
holders is selling shares in the 
offer and a group of its largest 
shareholders, led by Yorkshire 
Electricity with a 14.5 per cenl 
stake, have agreed not to dis- 
pose of any of their holdings foi 
12 months. 

There will be 14 milli on short 
options in circulation alter tht 
flotation, of which 3.8 million 
will be held by private investors 
other than employees. One ol 
these is the Boots chairman. 
Lord Blyth, who has 20,000 op- 
tions showing a £44,000 profit. 

An international roadshow 
for investors in the UK, Europe 
and the US will take place ovei 
the next fortnight and dealings 
are due to begin on 18 July. 
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Hogg Robinson changes direction 

The Investment Column 


ogg Robinson, the business 
uravel to financial services 
group, has been through some- 
thing of a metamorphosis since it 
floated just ahead of Black Monday 10 
years ago, but the shares have never 
again come close to the 350p launch 
price. 

That is until last autumn, when the 
arrival on the share register of corpo- 
rate vultures Julian Tieger and Brian 
Myerson with plans to break tip the 
group and buy back shares sent the 
price soaring. Those proposals were vig- 
orously resisted at the time by the chair- 
man, Brian Feny, a 40-year veteran of 
the group, but that policy has now been 
stood on its head, prompted in part no 
doubt by the June board appointment 
of Neville Bain. 

The former Coats Viyella chief ex- 
ecutive, who will take over as chairman 
in September, yesterday announced the 
sale of the transport division and 
paved the way for a buyback of up to 
15 per cent of the shares which could 
put as much as £27m into the hands of 
shareholders. 

Mr Perry denies that Messrs Treger 
and Myerson had a band in the change 
of tack. But even if they did not, share- 
holder confidence took a severe knock 
in January when a warning that the 
strong pound and competitive pressures 
would hit profits emerged within days 
of a director's share sale. 

As it turned out, yesterday's an- 
nouncement of underlying pre-tax prof- 
its raised from £26.3 in to £23. lm in the 
year to March was better than forecasts 
cut after the January announcement 
The market also responded well to Mr 
Bain's development plans and news that 
David Radclifie, currently heading the 
travel division, was to take on the group 
chief executive’s job. 

Certainly there will be more pain to 
come. The sale of Weys, a Dutch 
transport business which lost £13m last 
year, led to a £3J>m exceptional charge 
in these figures. There is likely to be a 
bigger one if Lhe rest of the transport 
operation, which ranges from a Euro- 
pean trailer business to the Ministry of 
Defence freight contract for the Faik- 
lands, sells for the expected price of 
somewhat over £20m. If suggestions 
that Hogg is talking to management 
about a buy-out are borne out, the 
£42,000 option profit made in January 
by Clive Holmes, the division's man- 
aging director, could come in handy if 
he is involved. 

Meanwhile, there is likely to be a fur- 
ther hit from sterling this year against 
Bennett, the Scandinavian travel oper- 
ation acquired ibr£5&5m two years ago. 
But the business looks sound and there 
wasa 21 percent profit rise in the orig- 
inal UK operations. Financial services 
also looks a decent operation, which 
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should benefit from increased trends to 
outsourcing. Including transport. 
Charterhouse THney reckons profits 
could rise to £293m this year, put ting 
the shares, up 9p at 205.5p, on a 
forward multiple of nine. Good value. 

Pubs profitable 
for Greene King 

R egional brewer Greene King 
seems to have conjured up a 
great deal when it acquired the 
Magic Pub chain for £197m just un- 
der a year ago. The 270 pubs it 
bought, trading under well known 
brand names such as Hungry Horse 
and King’s Fayre, have produced 
sparkling maiden operating profits of 
£172m for the fiist 43 weeks under the 
East An gl i a n group’s control. This con- 
tribution enabled Greene King to 
post a 49 per cent rise in pre-tax prof- 
its to £36.7m. ignoring £16m of re- 
structuring costs. 

The Magic Pub deal has doubled 
Greene King’s managed pub estate 
and, by holding on to most of the 
acquired group's management, the 


brewer has also picked up the retail 
nous to expand rapidly in this fast 
growing sector of the market Ten of 
its old pubs have already been con- 
verted to the Hungry Horse format 
and the results have been so success- 
ful that It plans to convert another 17 
pubs in the next 12 months. 

Given that Greene King is stxD mak- 
ing returns of more than 15 per cent 
on' each new managed pub it opens, 
prospects for the estate look excellent. 
Conversely, profits at the tenanted 
pubs and brewing division will grow 
at a more pedestrian, rate. 

The fall m likc-for-Iike sales of the 
Greene King IPA brand is testament 
to a difficult beer market, but brew- 
ing earnings cut from £7.1 m to £6.6m 
was due to the higher costs associated 
with promoting the new Wexford 
Irish Ale brand. 

Government plans to force brewers 
to provide beer drinkers with a full 
pint, which would probably require 
them to stock new glasses, ana the 
introduction of a minimum wage will 
both certainly add to Greene King's 
costs. But it should be able pass these 
costs on. 

Greene King is the pick of the re- 
gional brewers. Broker Merrill Lynch 
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Market value: El 82m, share price 205.5p 
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reckons it will be able to grow 
ftaming s by up td 15 per cent a year 
for the foreseeable future, with 
analysts forecasting current year 
profits of around £44m-£45m, putting 
the shares, up 6p at 653-5p, on an 
inexpensive prospective price/ earnings 

ratio of 11 

Rumours are also rife it is ready to 
scoop up Gibbs Mew, the Salisbury- 
based brewer. Good value. 

No real profits 
yet at ML Labs 

M L Laboratories provides 
support for that aot-so-old 
adage that management 
knows best Wien Kevin Leech, the 
venture capitalist who still owns 
around half of ML, sold 50,000 shares 
at 400p in January last year and made 
a staggering £55m, he dearly had luck 
on lm side. Since then the shares, up 
03p at 158.5p yesterday, have been 
a dog. 

Though valuing biotechnology 
groups is subjective, analysts reckon 
the price loots about right at the mo- 
ment. That might look a surprising 
conclusion, glancing at ML's interim 
figures. 

Turnover for the six months to 
March almost doubled to £5.6m and 
the group reported a pre-tax profit of 
£2. 9m, several times the £0.8m 
produced in the previous half. But as 
Stuart Sim, Mils newly elevated chief 
executive, rightly points out. the 
numbers are not quite as good as they 
look. 

The profits are in fact access fees 
•- payments made by partners Baxter 
and M.edeva for the rights to ML 
products - plus a hefty £1.5m from 
medical device group Bespak as part 
of a legal settlement. The cash is 
handy, but with around £27m in the 
bank and with a cash “burn" of 
around £5m a year, ML has plenty to 
keep it going. 

Even so, as ML also acknowl- 
edges, royalty receipts are the real 
measure of the commercial success of 
the group's products and they will not 
add up to much for a few years. Hence 
the share price. 

In the longer term. MBs products 
sound promising. ML says its kidney 
dialysis solution, Icodjal, is kinder to 
the body than the traditional glucose 
solution and needs to be replaced less 
often. That Baxter, which has three- 
quarters of the dialysis solutions 
market, is its partner is a good sign. 
But until investors see sales turning 
into real profits, they should stay 
cautious. 


Skyepharma to 

unveil US dru^ 

marketing’ deals 


Sameena Ahmad 

SkyePhanna, the young drug 
(jelwety company headed by Iah 
Gowrie-Smith who founded 
Medeva, will today announce a 
clutch of deals in the US de- 
signed to boost the groups 
long-term prospects. 

Brightstone Pharma, the 
company's US marketing divi- 
sion, ha s filed its non-branded 

drug, Iopamidol, with the US 
drug regulator. Iopamidol is an 
j pnagfng agent for diagnosing 
diseases such as heart and lung 
conditions. 

The deal, which is Bright- 
stone's fourth filing with the reg- 
ulator this year, will offer 
cost-conscious healthcare 
groups in the US an effective 
but cheaper alternative to the 
branded version, lsovue — a 
blockbuster drug which made 
sales last year of $360m 
(£216m). 

“This is a competitive area, 
but a potentially big product for 
SkyePhanna,” said one analyst. 

In an unusual move for a 
small generic company. Bright- 
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prefixed status m h«h 

which also include a 
marketing agreement with ua 
group FolyMedica for an anaes- 
thetic used in kidney and water- 
works procedures, showed that 
SkyePhanna was delivering on 
its promises made at flotation. 

Kevin Wilson from Salomon 
Brothers said: “This is a 
cautious company making 
excellent progress. There are 
none of the fireworks some 
expected with a Gowne-Snutn 
group, and that will take 
investors time to get used to. 

SkyePharma’s share price, 
currently S7p, has been disap- 
pointing, hovering between 65p 
and SSp over the last year. < 

Anaty ds said that BrightsKWie s 
link up with a pharmaceutical 
benefit manager (PBM) would be 
veiy positive in the long tenn- 



dru<!S on 

agement organifflDW 
organise low-cost h^teeare 

plans for US enplqy*^ 

™ The job of PBMs is 
a selection of genenc anjBjjwft-. 

chemists, who are theno^J 

bv law to substitute them forth© 

more expensive brands. 

“Getting on a preferred . 
of a PBM simply means you . 
more drugs” said one anah 
“Generic compand are fait „ 
over themselves to get pre- 

is limited to 40 dniptorrem- 

tially.AIagap supplies drogsto 
over 18.000 drug stores m wtaL 
Ttais will prove important wnen 
Brightstone’s bigger products 
start to come through. 

Its big hope is that using 
SkyePharma's drug delivery 
arm Jago. bought last year, the 
company can develop a genenc 
version bf Pfizersangmadrug 
Procardia XL. a bflhon-doUar 
product which, so far, no 
generic company has success- 
full}' copied- 
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Wessex urges fair deal 


Chris Godsmark 

Business Correspondent 

Wessex Water yesterday urged 
the Treasury not to single the 
company out for harsh windfall 
tax treatment in next Wednes- 
day's Budget because it had 
avoided the ill-fated overseas 
spending sprees of other pri- 
vatised water groups. 

Nicholas Hood, chairman, 
hinted that Wessex may go on 
the acquisition trail and declined 
to rule out further share buy- 
backs after a capital restruc- 
turing earlier this year which 
handed back £lS5m to in- 
vestors. 

Mr Hood repeated Wessex’s 
long-held view that a legal chal- 
lenge to the windfall tax was un- 


likelv to succeed: '‘The Gov- 
ernment has a mandate and I'm 
sure it will be legal.” Bm he con- 
trasted Wessex’s cautious ap- 
proach to acquisitions with 
companies such as Thames Wa- 
ter and United Utilities, which 
have been forced to make large 
write-offs to cover problems 
with overseas projects. 

“The windfall tax mustn’t be 
based simply on ability to pay. 
The good companies should be 
able to thrive and the poor com- 
panies deserve to suffer. We 
have low debt levels because we 
run our business efficiently,*’ 
said Mr Hood. 

The warning came as Wessex 
joined its peers in the dividend 
spree by raising its payout to 
shareholders by 18 per cent to 


I8p. The increase is above the av- 
erage of just over 17 per cent for 
water groups reporting annual 
profits for the year to March- 

Wessex's pre-tax profits rose 
by8 percent last year to £1 45m, 
while lhe group confirmed its 
place as one of the roost^effi- 
cient water companies with a 
further 3 per cent drop in op- 
erating costs. Profits from the 
non-regulated waste business 
edged up by £600,000 to 
£25.1m, slightly below analysts’ 
expectations. Wessex said it 
had spent about £3m over the 
past two years on its takeover 
approach to neighbouring 
South West Water which was 
blocked by the Government. 

Wessex" shares fell lp to 
385 Jp. 
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CONTRACT FOOD AND MANAGEMENT SERVICES « REMOTE SITE MANAGEMENT 
SERVICE VOUCHERS • LEISURE SERVICES 


HIGHER INTERIM RESULTS 


As the world, leader in food and management services , Sodexho Alliance 
makes a world of difference every day, with 142,000 people in 62 countries providing 
food and management services to companies, government agencies, 
schools, healthcare institutions, retirement homes, and remote sites, as well as 
issuing service vouchers and offering river cruises. 


& Sodexho Alliance has reported the following 
financial results for six months ended February 
28,1997: 

- Net sales of FKF- 14,148,344,000, up 14.1 % 

- Operating income of FRF 683,604,000, up 
21.8 % due to an improvement in operating 
margin to 4.8 % from 4.5 % in the year-earlier 
period. 

- Net income Less minority interests of FRF 
269,391,000, up 26.3 %. 

At current exchange rates, net sales for the 
full 1996/97 fiscal year should reach FRF 28 
billion, with net income less minority interests 
of FRF 535 million. 

^ Sodexho Alliance recorded a number of 
important new contracts during the first half: 
-Aldershot Garrison in the UK, with the 
management of all non-military operations on 
the British Army’s home base. The contract 
represents revenue of GBP 200 million over 
seven years. 

- Shell UK Exploration and Production at Tullos- 
Aberdeen in the North Sea. lhe contract repre- 
sents revenue of GBP 30 mfllion over three years. 

- The RAX television company in Turin, Italy. 


-Municipal schools in the 1st and 20th 
aiTondissements of Paris and the Beaugency 
Hospital, in France. 

-The DSM chemicals company in Geleen, the 
Netherlands. 

- The Austrian Police, with 35,000 service voucher 
users per day. 

-The California Museum of Science in Los 
Angeles, USA and the Lido music hall in Paris, 
France. 

^ In March 1997, Sodexho Alliance acquired a 
49 % interest in Universal Services, the leading 
US provider of remote site management services, 
with annual sales of around FRF 700 million. 

* The BELLON S.A and FINANCIERE 
SODEXHO holding companies will soon ask 
shareholders to approve the merger of their 
two companies before the end of 1997. 

The transaction wifi help to streamline 
SODEXHO ALLIANCE’S ownership structure. 
Pierre Rellon and his children own 64 % of 
BELLON S.A., which controls 67 % of 
FINANCIERE SODEXHO, which in turn holds 
44 % of SODEXHO ALLIANCE. 


Sodexho 

ALLIANCE 

For further information, please contact: Raphael Dubrule - Corporate Secretary 
TeL:+33 (1) 30 85 74 74 - Fax: +33 (1) 30 85 50 05 - Web ate: http://www.sodexbo.com 
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Elm a year for Bools chief executive 

Lord Blytli, chief executive of Boots, remained in the exclusive 
£Im-a-yearclub of top retailers last year. According to the com- 
pany’s latest report and accounts, his total pay jumped from 
£595.000 to £701,000, thanks to a £181,000 short-term bonus. He 
also received £157,000 from the company's long-term bonus 
scheme, which is paid in shares. In addition he made £396.000 
from the cashing in of share options. Earlier this month Lord Blvth 
netted more than £lm when he sold 150,000 shares at 721. 5p. 

Japan sees surge in industrial activity 

The Tankan survey of Japanese industry for April was much 
stronger than expected. The activity index showed a strong gain 
rather than remaining flat, as analysts had expected Big com- 
panies predicted a further increase in business during the following 
six months, and said they had revised their investment plans up- 
wards. Separate figures for the US yesterday showed a drop in 
orders for durable goods in May, mainly because of weakness in 
the defence and aircraft sectors. The level of total orders fell 0.6 
per cent during the month to a level 19 per cent higher than a 
year earlier. 

UiE contract will create 700 jobs 

Engineering firm UiE is to create 700 jobs after securing a con- 
tract to fit and complete a floating production, storage and offloading 
vessel The jobs will be created at UiE’s Clydebank base and will 
involve a vessel which will later be used in a North Sea oilfield. 
The £48m contract was awarded by the Bluewater company. 

Tobacco settlement under attack 

The prospects appeared to dim yesterday for the S368bn 
(£221 bn) tobacco settlement in the US after a panel of health 
advocacy groups harshly criticised some of its most important pro- 
visions. While they have no binding impact on the future of the 
package, the groups' views may considerably influence its fate in 
the US Congress. The panei said the package could dilute the 
power of the Food and Drug Administration to regulate the nico- 
tine content in cigarettes. 

Stricter rules for EPS planned 

Companies would be required to follow stricter guidelines on the 
calculation of earnings per share and disclose how they arrive at 
the various forms of this measure under proposals published bv 
foe Accounong Standards Board. The plans are designed to brink 
Britain into line with US and international standards. S 

Andrew Regan's advisers 

In an article about the Co-op in yesterday’s edition we referred 
?™ us . se “ i0 . r at Andrew Regan’s advisers as poten- 
tial defenctants in a Crown prosecution. This should have said 
‘'witnesses". We regret the error. 
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Jazz FM owner 
plans to move 
into retailing 
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Cathy Newman 


Golden Rose Communications, 
the owner of Jazz FM radio, is 
set to expand into retailing, just 
months after moving into the 
restaurant business. 

Golden Rose opened a 
branded jazz cafe. Cafe Jazbar, 
in Liverpool two months ago. 
Now, the group aims to set up 
retail outlets, likely to be named 
Jazshops. to sell CDs and Jazz 
FM merchandise. 

Richard Wheatley, chief ex- 
ecutive of Golden Rose, said he 
was in advanced negotiations 
about buying a site for a Jazbar 
in Manchester. He added that 
the group was aiming to set up 
a Jazshop “either within the 
Jazbar or as a separate unit 
alongside it”. 

It is thought the company 

would aim to establish six restau- 
rants and retail operations with- 
in 12 months, at least one of 
which is likely to be in London. 

The shops will stock Golden 
Rose's range of merchandise, in- 
cluding clothing and own-label 


CDs, as well as other jazz labels 
and music-related products. 

Mr Wheatley, who joined 
the company almost two years 
ago, said: “This planned ex- 
pansion will make Golden Rose 
a bigger business than just a 
stand-alone jazz radio station." 

Golden Rose focused on the 
Jazz FM brand after selling 
Harrods boss Mohamed A1 
Fayed the ill-fated women’s 
radio station. Viva!, in 1996 for 
£3m in cash. Apart from setting 
up the first Cafe Jazbar. the 
company has also expanded 
into a Jazz FM-branded up- 
market travel service in part- 
nership with Thomas Cook and 
British Airways. 

Mr Wheatley said Golden 
Rose had found it hard to com- 
pete with the larger commercial 
radio players and had therefore 
had to concentrate on the 
company’s key brand rather 
than building up a portfolio of 
licences. 

Golden Rose operates its 
Late Jazbars through a joint 
venture with Regent Inns. 
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Hogg Robinson to 
sell transport arm 


Magnus Grimond 


Hogg Robinson, the business 
travel to financial advisory 
group, has bowed to share- 
holder pressure to sell its poor- 
ly performing transport division 
and consider a share buy-back 
worth U p to £27m. The group 
is thought to be in talks with 
management about the sale of 
me transport business, which in- 
cludes lhe Ministry of Defence 
contract to supply the Ealklands 
garrison and a European trafi- 

bI°ST inadeaJ 

r^ . h u betwecn and 
to Hogg. 

15 1,01 clear whether Clive 
Holmes, the division’s manag- 
ing director, is involved in the 
buy-out which is due to 
completed by the end of next 
month. He was cleared earlier 
this year by a Stock Exchange 
investigation after he 3d 

Sn^ W,fromhesa! '°f 

!he Shares Plunging 84 p to 


207p. Hogg blamed the warn- 
ing on the strength of the 

pound, which has hit its Nordic 

travel business and the Euro- 
pean trailer operations. 

u Perry ' ** chairman 
who is to be replaced by the for- r~ 

^ Viyella chief execu- 

?*■ Nj-vate Bam, in September, 
sfrragly resisted proposal for a 
3* ^ ^ hare backput 

fonvardm October bvJufc 

Treger and Brian Myerson 

whose UK Active ^ue Fund fe 

*» nl shareholder in 

25*}**** acknowledged 
yesterday that the two fond 

SHF 1 * Jad “started the ball 
and that there had been 
Shareholder pressure to 
me transport operation. 
hr,.mn g? u P saw its shares 

'Q205-5P yesterday 

tn rtf nB ^ c * res pondfed ^ warmly 
!?‘ he p T5 w straie gy and better 
Drnfiff 1 ^^ annual pre-tax 

Profit from the ' 
transport business tumbled from ■ 
£5-77m to £3.05 m. 
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Old British Gas rewards loyal Sids hy showing its flair nmfmife 
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The faithful Sids who siuck 
with their British Gas invest- 
ment are not doing too badly 
- despite the cries of woe 
*riien Centrica was shed earlier 
this year. 

Ii was, in the eyes of some, 
the demerger from hell with 
BG, the rump of British Gas, 
and Centrica seen as offering 
shareholders a deadly dull and 
not particularly profitable 
future. 

BG was weighed down by a 
series of problems with a Mo- 
nopolies & Mergers Commis- 
sion investigation its biggest 
worry. Centrica's future 
seemed to hinge on a takeover 
bid materialising. 

Yet the shares of both arms 
have performed well with BG 
on occasions flaring into action. 
The two lopped the blue chip 
leader board yesterday with 
Centrica up 4p to 76.25p and 
BG 9Jp better to 231p. They 
have a joint value of 307.25p; 
ahead of the split British Gas 


was priced around 230p. Since 
it was floated in 1986 British 
Gas’s best level was 360p, hit 
just before Christmas 1993. 

The strength of BG since the 
break-up stems in part from the 
favourable way the slock mar- 
ket interpreted the outcome of 
the MMC investigation; Cen- 
trica’s recent performance has 
much to do with investment 
meetings which have left ana- 
lysts much more positive about 
its prospects and the unwind- 
ing of the North Sea lakc-and- 
pay contracts. 

BT was another privatisation 
share in form, dialling a 9p gain 
to 454p. Approaching divi- 
dend payments prompted the 
interest. As pan of its merger 
with MCI, the US group, BT 
promised to pay a special 35p 
dividend in September. At the 
same time it will distribute its 
11.95p final dividend. 

The stock market continued 
to put the six-day reverse be- 
hind it with Footsie gaining 
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43.7 to 4.640. New York’s 
overnight revival helped; so did 
a firm gilts display following a 
well-received £2bn auction. 

Banks had another volatile 
session with Barclays up 44p 
to l,214.Sp. Abbey National 
jumped 26p to 828p and Bank 
of Scotland 14p to 399p. Royal 
Bank of Scotland tumbled 
22J5p to 575 ^p as HSBC dis- 
tanced itself from bid stories 
and Peter Woods, founder of 
the Direct Line insurance 
group, departed. Cater Allen, 
awaiting the Abbey strike, rose 
22Jp to 5 SOp. 

The Standard Chartered 
banking group hardened 6p to 
918Jjp on suggestions Tan Sri 
Khooleck Puat, one of the so- 


called “white squires” who 
helped save the company from 
a Lloyds takeover assault 11 
years ago, had nudged his 
shareholding above 15 per 
cent. 

Drug shares were helped by 
US interest with Merrill Lynch 
advocating the merits of 
SmithKfine Beech am. Glaxo 
Wellcome gained 25p to 
1,277-Sp; Zeneca 42p to 1.936p 
and Smith Kline 27.5p to 
l,076p. 

Unilever was another high er 
on US associations. The shares 
rose 24_5p to l,721.5p on talk 
it was planning a big strike with 
the famed Kellogg breakfast 
cereal group said to be the tar- 
get. 


Granada, off 10.5p to 844p, 
duty delivered the Ybrkshire- 
Tpne Tees Ifelevisian bid. Its 
terms, however, failed to win 
universal support with some 
complaining they were too 
low. Yorkshire shares edged 
ahead 25p to l,157.5p. 

Bus shares moved forward 
on the Government's latest 
initiative — encouraging the use 
of buses. FtrstBns led the con- 
voy, up 11 -5p to 212.5p. 

Rolls-Royce flew 5-5p high- 
er to 243 Jp. After the market 
closed the aero engine group 
disclosed foreign shareholdings 
had broken through the 29.5 
per cent ceiling. Overseas in- 
vestors now account for 30.22 
per cent of the capital, some 
10.6 million above the Gov- 
ernment-imposed limit. 

The group wants the excess 
shareholdings removed by 16 
July. If they are not it will sell 
the offending shares at “the 
best price reasonably obtain- 
able”. 


Rolls and British Aerospace, 
the other victim of the West- 
minster rule, are seeking to 
have the restriction abolished. 

T&N tumbled 16 -5p to 143p 
as its hopes of a US asbestos 
litigation cap disappeared fol- 
lowing the US Supreme Court 
rejection of a £1.3bn proposed 
settlement. The continuing 
presence of the asbestos cloud 
reduces the chance of a take- 
over strike, a possibility that 
lifted T&N shares recently. 

Dixons slipped 2L5p to 491 p 
on 77ie Independent report 
that Tesco, up 3p at 371p, 
planned a push to break into 
television and video selling. 

SGB, the scaffolding group, 
dosed at 156p from a 150p 
placing. 

Wescol, an engineer, was 
little changed at 54p as Char- 
terhouse Tflney placed 143 
million shares with nine insti- 
tutions. The company is tak- 
ing over engineer Glosford 
for £6 38m. 


0 Cementone, vehicle of 
Laurie Lewis, founder of the 
Blenheim exhibitions group, 
is raising £L5m and could 
face a share suspension. It is 
selling its paint business and 
wflJ become an unquotable 
cash shell unless it finds a 
suitable target before the 
deal is clinched. Mr Lewis is 
hunting for a leisure or me- 
dia acquisition. 

The paint sale raises £93m 
with £4.5m paid immediately 
and £2m later; a 20 per cent 
stake in the buyer is valued 
at £3m. 

0 Petra Diamonds has 
signed up another extensive 
diamond concession in 
Angola. Ib develop its opera- 
tions there it is likely to tap 
shareholders for up to £6m- 
The company raised £2.1m 
when it arrived on AIM in 
ApriL Hie shares rose 25p to 
II2p, a peak. They were float- 
ed at 3 Op. 
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Policymakers are losing their Africa 

grip on the weightless economy p^ p,^ & bus iness 


lion hunt in 


S lowly, the economics profes- 
sion is facing up to a highly 
uncomfortable fact. Modem 
economies' axe becoming less 
visible, less easy to measure and 
therefore less responsive to policy 
nostrums. 

It was not supposed to be like 
this. Information technology (IT) 
was going to give the economic 
aggregates a new precision and the 
collectors of national statistics a new 
power to collate and categorise eco- 
nomic activities. 

But the opposite seems to be hap- 
pening. As modern economies de- 
velop they are becoming what some 
of the more prophetic economists 
describe as increasingly “weightless’’. 
This is the conclusion, for instance, 
of the director of the Centre of Eco- 
nomic Performance at the London 
School of Economics, Danny T 
Quah, writing in the February 1997 
Bank of England Bulletin. 

He points out that an ever-Iarger 
proportion of the value of “pro- 
duction 7 ’ has no physical form. A 
process of dematerialisation has set 
m which makes nonsense of. for ex- 
ample, the old distinctions between 
manufacturing and services. This 
dearly also makes it much harder 
for the central authorities, be they 
tax collectors or economic planners, 
to know what is really going on. 

Weightless economic activity can 
be low-tech or hi-tech. One could be 
talking about contract gardening and 
the resurgence of the domestic 
service sector, or making hotel beds, 
or at the hi-tech end. almost any form 
of endeavour connected with IT 
from servicing answering machines 
or surfing the Internet to the most 
advarared telecommunications, logic 
configurations and software pro- 
gramming and usage. 

Weightless economic activity 
raises another problem for the 
statistics collectors and collators of 
economic aggregates. Quality 

changes are becoming much harder 
to measure than in the old safe 
world of physical goods. This is in 
good part because IT now enters 
into everything. IT is not a sector, 
not a service, not an industry and 
not a manufacture. It is all these 
things. There is literally no prod- 


Much of today’s ‘production’ has 
no material form. David Howell 
considers the implications 


uct or service, from a farm veg- 
etable to a table to fancy piece of 
electronics, and virtually no busi- 
ness, which is without an IT element 
in its production or activities. 

Not only do we lack the meth- 
ods for isolating and categorising 
this giant and influential chunk of 
the national product Price mea- 
sures themselves become less and 
less reliable in reflecting the change 
content of almost every product and 
service as a result of the IT upgrade 


content of almost every product and 
service as a result of the n upgrade 
effect 

Rtt: example, how are the benefits 
of ever-cheapermobfle phones sup- 
posed to be factored mto the cost of 
living? If more powerful laptops cost 
much less now than less powerful ones 
two years ago, bow does that show up 
in either the price or 
the output aggre- 
gates? What about T-p-G-, 
better television and • JJli-L 
video machines, eas- f oplrnn] 
ier banking, smarter I'd-turui 

corkscrews, more prifpi 
comfortable buses, dlLO 
improved school pypr^rf 
education (where it CVC1 J u 
applies), the car that * 

does not have to be * 

serviced so often, or Q ooinr | 
ever at all? A VJ 

These are precis©- in/Tiit 
fy the issues which LLLU.U* 

seem to have tom a 

gaping bole in US 
consumer price inflation figures. 
The price data have failed to keep 
up wth quality improvements and 
changes in lifestyle. If US inflation 
rates have in consequence been 
persistently and increasingly over- 
stated, then the implications tor 
policy are enormous. 

Interest rates have been wrongly 
sewage rates haw been wrongly cal- 
culated, pensions and index-linked 
salaries have been overpaid, family 
incomes incorrectly computed and 
the whole arithmetic of federal 
expenditure thrown out of gear. 

But the headaches of the weight- 


a farm veg- less economy do not stop even 
mcy piece of there. Even on the olddefmitions, 
ally no busi- services are now much the most im- 
m IT element portant sector and make the most 
ctivities, powerful contribution to growth, 
ck the meth- Not only is the quality of service fac- 
catego rising tor beco ming progressively harder 
tial chunk of to pick up through price and out- 
. Price mea- put data (what is die difference be- 
zjme less and tween a good haircut nowadays and 
ig the change a bad one five years ago?) but the 
f product and whole sector gives rise to a myriad 
e IT upgrade range of small transactions and 
small units of enterprise, and to a 
e the benefits pattern of outputs which changes 
2 phones sup- so fast with innovation that no 
i to the cost of statistics can now keep up. 
li laptops cost It is not just a question of infor- 

poweriulaoes mation technology itself being 
s that show up untraceable and impossible to mea- 
sure in national 
income statistics. 

6 Information 
technology now 
enters into SS tely harder “ 


■SintO infinitely harder to 

everything -it fc ™JSJSS 
is not a sector, 
a service or an 
industry 9 

vices being provid- 
ed for cash. Partly 
this is because the black and grey 
markets flourish as services multi- 
ply in variety and number and 
therefore untraceability. 

Partly - and this is particularly 
a UK phenomenon - it is because 
the authorities have set a rnfnfmnm 
turnover level below which an en- 
terprise does not have to register 
for VAT It should be no surprise 
at all that service enterprises mirac- 
ulously fragment so as to be just be- 
low die threshold. 

As invisibility spreads, the 

familiar aggr egates m any singl e 

economy -Hike output or demand. 


or industrial investment, or unem- 
ployment-become more divorced 
from real levels of activity. 

But is all this anything new? The 

answer is no and ye& Before the rise 

of modem statistics and Keynesian 
policies, business life went on qnite 

well no one tost sleep over the trade 

figures or consumer price inflation 
figures, for the simple reason that 
there were none. Prices in the var- 


the price of labour and the price of 
money, told the business class what 
they wanted to know. So a return 
to that kind of world, without the 
benefit of aggregate government sta- 
tistics, or the more dubious benefits 
of economic policy based on those 
aggregates, would be nothing new. 

But the feature that is entirely 
new is that IT-related activity de- 
fies classification. It blurs the tra- 
ditional statistical classifications 
of production- agriculture, industry 
and services. V/fe have therefore en- 
tered a world in which the manu- 
facturing sector tells us less and less 
about what is going on in an econ- 
omy in which services dominate and 
drive economic growth, in which 
almost every manufacture is itself 
part of a sequential chain of ser- 
vices, largely knowledge-based 
This then leads on to the para- 
dox that the “more industrialised" 
economies are those with a shrink- 
ing manufacturing sector, as 
classically defined and many more 
services of higher quality, greater 
variety and bigger IT content 
Manufacturing as a measurable 
sector unravels and melts away as 
more and more component parts 
of the production process are out- 
sourced, contracted out, delegated 
and diversified. The faster this 
process goes, concludes Professor 
Quah. toe more successful toe 
economy. So one of toe favourite 
moans of the British left for years 
past - that British manufacturing 
is in decline and toe economy too 
service-dominated - has to be 
stood on its bead The bigger the 
service sector the better- although 
harder to measure and fine-time. 

David Howell is advisory director at 
SBC-Warburg. 


Nigel Wiray, the Burford property 
developer who controls Notting- 
ham Forest and toe Saracens 
rugby club, is currently chasing 
lions, in more ways than one. 

The lucky chap is in South 
Africa watching the heroic 
progress of toe British Lions and 
£ between rugby matches takes 
his famil y on safari. Incidentally, 
Fm told there will be no formal 
announcement regarding 
Kenneth Clarke becoming 
chairman of Forest until Mr Wray 
returns from toe veldt 

No doubt Mr Wray has taken 
his cheque book in the hope of 
signing a few South African play- 
ers for Saracens. On the other 
hand considering the Springboks' 
poor form so far, he might prefer 
to stick to home-grown produce. 

Nigel Griffiths, toe new Con- 
sumer Affair Minister, must feel 
lflrc he’s appearing in an episode 
of Yis, Minister. Mr Griffiths has 
already crossed swords with his 
civil servants over his preference 
for starting the working day at 
7am. He doesn’t like taking 
ministerial red boxes home, so 
he needs an early start to get 
through all toe bumf. This has 
caused problems, apparently, 
since it has required a special 
security pass for the minister - 
nobody else gets in that early. 

Mr Griffiths also suffered a 
disappointment at toe hands of 
his own Sir Humphrey recently 
when the minister said he wanted 
to make a statement on alcopops, 
toe recently introduced alcoholic 
soft drinks. “No," replied his civil 
servant adviser. “The Home 
Office is now dealing with it. 7 ’ 

The unfortunate minister asked 
“Since when?" and toe civil ser- 
vant replied curtly. “Last night." 

It's not just Tbries who have been 
looking for jobs post the election. 
Richard Elsen, former deputy 
leader of New Labour’s rapid 
rebuttal unit, has joined financial 
spin doctors Ludgate. Mr Elsen. 
34, will advise Ludgate corporate 
clients on government affair s. 

Hang on a minute. I thought all 
this corporate lobbying was sup- 



Here’s Patrick 

Some people Siting at the 

Buhner, a director of ABN Amro l^usevr r, restaurant. The 

a=sr sas ^SsSSSsssr- 

i Maim- cov- back" but all he got was Good 


posed to die with toe Major gov- 
ernment. Mr Elsen puts my mind 
at rest, however “With the new 
Labour Government, businesses 
need to build relationships on a 
fresh. post-Nolan basis. 

“Some have seen my move from 
New Labour’s rapid rebuttal unit 
to Ludgate as something of a 

gamekeeper-tumed-poacher 

situation, but I see ft as an oppor- 
tunity to build on toe business- 
friendly approach adopted by toe 
new Government," 

Splendid. The directors of the 
privatised utilities and Camelot 
will be delighted to hear it 

Talkin g of spin doctors, Andrew 
Dowler of toe City PR firm 
Financial Dynamics helped organ- 
ise the glitzy London premidre of 
toe movie Batman and Robin on 
Monday nigh t. He observed that 
“lima Thurman is very tall - toe 
tallest person in toe film " and 
“George Clooney is a dwarf". 

At toe end of toe event Mr 
Dowler tried to prompt Arnold 
Schwarzenegger to utter one of 
his famous lines such as, “Til be 


In the same week that Bill Cock- 
born resigned as chief executive 
of WH Smith after just 18 
months, his predecessor. Sir Mal- 
colm Field, notched up another 
nonexecutive directorship, this 
time at wall coverings distributor 
•Walker Greenbank. 

Sir Malcolm was a part of toe 
old guard at WH Smith before Mr 
Cockbum came along with the 
brief to shake things up and turn 
them around. Sir Malcolm joined 
the family newspaper distribution - 
business in 1960 and when WH 
Smith bought toe company in 
1963 his career path was set. 

Sir Malcolm had a rough lime 
of it towards the end - WH Smith 
issued a profits warning whfle he 
was chief executive and then 
recorded its first loss in its 200- 
year history'. Now he is ensconced 
as chairman of the Civil Aviation 
Authority and is a non-exec at 
Scottish and Newcastle. 

John WiHcock 
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Foreign Exchange Rates 

Sterling Doflar 

Country Spot 1 month 3 months Spot 

US 16640 14-12 42-39 1000 

Canada 23225 6008 203-197 13956 

Germany 2867B 84-83 261-255 17235 

France 93795286-257 825-789 53170 

ftefy 27989 02 4-2 16821 

Japan 18960 98-97 295-291 1094 

ECU 14636 30-29 96-92 11370 

Belgium 99.188 169-165 520601 35570 

Denmark 0924277-269 885-829 85648 

Netherlands 32283 95-83 289-281 19401 

Ireland 10846 4-3 18-12 15203 

Norway 12065331-322 1013-958 72507 

Spain 242826.4-245 962-893 14653 

Sweden 12784249-239 737-718 7E826 

Switzerland - 23920 106-105 320315 14375 

AustraRa* 22147 93 30-20 13309 

Hong Kong 12988 «-2 10346 77450 

Malaysia 4.1383 3491 102-143 25230 

New Zealand* 24276 2-5 2-14 14589 

Soud Arabia 63412 37-33 129- TO 17507 

Singapore 23741 49-44 153-141 14267 
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Other Spot Rates 

Country Staring DoOar Country Storing 

Argentina 16643 Q9999 Mggria 14186 , 

Austria 20.186 12J2B3 Oman 05408 

Brad 17920 10766 Pakistan 67*6 

China 138004 82910 Phfaplnes 439428 

Egypt 58574 34009 Portugal 289370 

Finland 85940 5.631 Qatar 60565 

Ghana 354639 26000 Rusafc 9Q95S4 

Greece 453260 272370 South Africa 75036 

IntSa 835629 357950 Taiwan 464063 

Kuwait 05023 03021 UAE 61134 

Forward rates quoted high to low are at a dracourt subtract from spot rate 
Rate quoted low to high are at a premium; add to spar rata 

•Dollar rates quoted as reciprocals. 

For the latest foreign exchange rates caS OKI 123 3033. 

Calls cost 50p per minute. 
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Liffe FTSE 100 Index Option 

Settlement price: 4838 dosing offer price 

Settee 4550 4600 4880 

Ail 150/49 115/66 57/88 

Aug 17500 1467100 1157120 

Sap 213/100 182/120 151/141 

Oct 243/117 212/136 181/158 
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Tourist Rates 

£ Buys 

AustodtaffWfess) 2.1320- 

Auslria(ScMngs) 194300 

BstgumCFtencs) 57.0000 

Canada{D00ara) 22200 

Cyprus{Pound8) 08150 

DanmarkJKroner) 108050 
Hotand (Guilders} 3.0950 

Finland (Marks) 88500 


E Buys i 

FrancefFrencs) 98000 
Germsry(Moks) 2.7600 
GreecdDrachmai) 439.1500 
Hong Kong (Doiar^ 124000 
fretand(Pirts) 10550 
ttily(Ure) 2720.0000 
Japanffen} 1852000 
MatoKUri) Q81E 


£ Buys 

NewZeakndfDolars) 28125 
NonrayflOtwari 115550 

Portugal (Eocudo6) 277.7500 
SpainfPesetos) 2315000 
Swadan/Kronor) 124500 
Swtaertand (Francs) 28070 
TuriceyfLira) 2321108000 
United StatasOfeOers) 18030 


Brant Crude fS/benel) 
IPE 580pm *chg Vr ago 

Aug 17.74 -0JJ8 

Sap 1782 8.10 

Oct 18.10 -0.06 

Vet 25970 Mnc17J2 


I Index 1070-100 

Agricultural 1070-100 
1 Energy 1063—100 

Indian Meats 1077-100 
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Precious Mstsfcl 9?3-l 00 
lOoMrtotajumiasr 


GesoB (S/tonne) 
PE flose *[ftg 

Jdl 18085 *00 
Aug 16200 -025 
Ssp 18580 +080 


l ices 

+Sprt %ebg Qay 
18425 +083 

229.13 +083 

6582 +0.07 

183.75 -147 

188.35 -884 

43380 883 


Latest Unit Trust Prices 
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"htfomiation professionals rank 
Financial Times InfbrmatkMi as the most 
important UK business information provider” 


HSBC line Toot Hraomnud 
I Mi IteW. la-ta H» TOP AdtenOSW MS 


Baev I17« mi ISO 

Barton FM MW Orege U pntart 
LoM* ttenl ftn-Mnowto U4 
TtegfeOiwt, 11 OMan WcErta Seaactortto 


‘Sg— 

fib 

Mhpona 


WHf 

GnmUi Trusts - 


12B0 ISO 

101 1 101.1 

1157’ 1193 

>&*« iaa 


lSia ms 

was su 

1»« TKLB 


Gatmart Rnd Hamgera 
Oartoon ttowuiS-iSMaaBMit St teeSaa K3fl 
800 

Trt Otri-712 2808 DaafcgaSlP OtS77-aSM2t 


H4 SSI 

ms, ss 




iSc- 

iKwna Fund* 


M ^ 


asisg os* 

'm m 


UamaUMrfRad 

bnraiaMa 



109 

17BM 3St5 


ISIS 

JnanMa Ha Ha d 

ateltt KBU SHOO OI3B 

uofdi Bret IM Triat Hnan Uri 
M—fcOBw Heart. OtedwglteUMBMJF 
T at.glWA Btnoo OadteSISM S34213 

M IS 

fasBjra anaho tSS rtrr? d3J3 


Annual Bossxst infonnation Survey 1% 
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Fmanrial Times Information provides online information 
from over 5;QQQ business sources comprising 43 million 
documents, as well as a database of 3^ naOian securities 
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FINANCIAL TIMES 
Information 


JINSTAT - instant PC access to Financial Times Statistical data. 
For further information, call Leeanne Gilliar at FT Information 
on +44 171-825-8430 or email: leeanne.gilliar@ft.com 
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a run in the oven 


TWO moms-to-be wfli bring a 
whole new meaning to the 
phrase “nursery stakes" at New- 
market on Saturday. Royal Fig- 
urine, is foal to Most Welcome, 
and My Branch, carrying to Po- 
lar Fhfcon, are set to dash in the 
Van Geest Criterion Stakes. 

Pregnancy has long been 
recognised as a cure for flight- 
mess in the female, human or 
equine, and is also a condition 
that can promote physical well- 
being. An improvement in ei- 
ther sphere - mental or 
physiological — can bring about 
better performance, be it with 
a vacuum cleaner, in the board- 
room or on the race-track. 

And running an older mare 
in-foal can be a sensible time- 
and-motion practice, particu- 
larly for an owner-breeder, who 
can save a year if he or she does 
*not mind missing the second 
half of the season. 

Such is the case with six-year- 
old Royal Figurine, who was 
bred by her owner, Craig Pear- 
man. The admirable chestnut 
has won nine of her 42 races, 
and had some near-misses at the 
top level, but her trainer, Mar- 
tin Fetherston-Godley, said: “I 
think we’ve probably seen the 
best of her now, and this 
seemed a sensible way to pro- 
ceed. She is pretty bombproof 
anyway, so there was no ques- 
tion of having to be pregnant to 
settle her temperament. But if 
anything, she seems more 
motherly.” 

Saturday’s Group Three race 
will be Royal Figurine’s last 
chance to win a Pattern race. 
She win be making her final ap- 
pearance, as the Jockey Cub’s 
recent introduction of a 120-day 
pregnancy limit runs out next 
week in her case. My Branch, 


Sue Montgomery 

considers the 
benefits of running 
mares when in foal 

however, has until August be- 
fore she can start thinking se- 
riously about motherhood at 
Wafic Said’s stud, and those 
closest to her are sure she win 
regain winning form before 
then. 

Kevin Moony, assistant to 
her trainer Barry Hills, said: 
“She’s thriving oh it. She’s got 
a real deep glow to her coat 
and has definitely improved 
physically." 

The answer is in Lbe hor- 
mones. Pregnancy causes 
changes in the female system, 
particularly in progesterone 
levels, a sort of natural doping, 
in fact. There have been ru- 
mours in the past about women 
athletes from the eastern bloc 
being made pregnant specifically 
to help performance in a big 
event. 

Deidre Carson, of the Ross- 
dale veterinary practice in New- 
market, said: “Being pregnant 
will not make a slow animal into 
a flying machine, nor will it have 


an effect on every individual. 
But some are definitely helped. 
Apart from the calming effect 
pregnancy can have on a filly or 
mare who would otherwise be 
contantly in season, there are 
proven physiological benefits. 
You can generally tell just by 
looking if a mare is pregnant - 
her coat is shining and she will 
have an air of well-being. The 
bloom of the pregnant mother 
is not a myth." 

There is no objection ou vet- 
erinary grounds to an in-foal 
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HYPERION 

2jOO Lord Smith AOOCainfiBo 

230 CorradM 430 Stiver Lining 

3JJ0 BtMBY MAN (nap) 5u00 Bathe In Light 
330 Parisian Lady (nb) 

GOING: Good lo Soft. 

STALKS: mauds aide. 

DRAW ADVANTAGE: None. 

■ Sigh-hand coarse, roabdy uphill and beating. 

■ Coarse b 3m SW of dqr off A3094. Sottabuiy station (London, Waurloo-BscUr Bne) 
3m. Bos service lo c o m ae. ADMISSION: Members £13; Ttoaaafe SB: Comae Enclo- 
sure £1 (accompanied under- i Os free aD enclosures). CAB PARK: Free. 

■ LEADING TRAINERS WITH RUNNERS: R Hannon — 39 winners from 312 runners 
gtves » success ratio of 125* and a loss to a £ 1 level stake of 5 <6. 86: J Dunlop — 14 
wirmeni, 109 runners, 186%, -£5066; lord Hmtingdon — 13 wtnnera, Wnmneo, 202%, 
+£31-42; P Cole — 13 retimas. B2 runners. 14.1%, -436.78. 

■ LEADING JOCKEYS: L Dettori — 28 airmen. 104 rides, 26%. +£38.43; Pat Ed- 
dery— 23 winners, 117 rides, 19.7%, -414^16; TQnhra — 22 winners, 148 rides. 14.3%, 
-£4338; J Raid — 22 winners, 166 rides. 13-3%. -£36.17. 

BUNKERED FIRST TTMK: Sand Star (vtomdl. Small Mah Ivtorad). Into PcU (4.00); 
Executive Officer (5.00). 

WINNERS IN THE LAST SEVEN DAIS: Nome 

LONC-niSZANCB RUNNERS: CettfcContfbrt (ZOO) ha* bwii*ni284 mtolyPHaalam 
tro mMrMfatem, North YottaMra. 

lonAl SOUTHAMPTON CLAMNG STAKES (CLASS f) £3300 added 
ZYO 7f Penalty Value £2^53 

1-0 DMIC8TO 10(28) Ota LDtetWJS Mora 91 NNtemT 

2 0 careCCMHKT(17JWPaK»tes)Ptelari811 Rffle odi(S)8 

3 . S2361 1 WHOMOSE{3OllN»siRa<*^l/r»HSB»»ee}wi810 MTaMteBB 

4 2151 UHD SMITH (35) (MrcMSTeMShamlWGM Turner 8 B DHeGata(7)2 

5 00R 0BnNCIiyiflLE(22J IBn« Het^ajftl JS ItoJB 55 AOmk3 

S 5414 BGM«a«3eoRL««»GU*B84 PtaBMayS 

7 66 B0UlBMCBBp(||(to»sB«le9JJN»fc84 Sttwmal 

8 0 14SMWE TEA (IS) (Sttphei Baylessl M Meaoe 7 13 FN«%n4 

9 0 ASTOOUHL (87) IMra P M RatcKfe) J S Moore 7 12 lUhreyB* 

-Bdadread- 

BEJTtHG: 1L4 Laid Sndth, 3-1 CtiHe Ctwfcrt. Rprata, 7-2 Who Non. U-IJrato Ttm, M-l 
Danetag JU, GoMraacras, IB-1 albas 

1998; AMT 2 7 10 D Sweraj (7) 11-2 (W 6 M Tuned *at« M 7 on 
FORM GUIDE 

LORO SMITH, who tes twice finished (n front of Who Nose, is tried oyer seven 
tiriong; after passing the test rarer sac at Newcastle. He faces some akeJyJmixowsfs 
but Is favoured by a low draw and Ns partner’s 71b ctam will prove useful in ttns 
gound. Lord Smith's superiority over Who Nose was confirmed at FtoTOnffiarnand 
he to 2fb better in today. The Newcastle win was gained with a bit in hand and FT- 
gawtn {fourth on same terms) won on SouthweB's sand nett bme. with aoioe- 

nacras Cstoh) a0Mn showing some promise after Chepstow Who Nose w«n a poor 

seller at Leicester test dme end is not well drawn. Neither b Cette Comfort. vrtwn 
win have a foftowfc* in this weaker grade- after a pleasing debut behind ’femerin 
Bay at Pontefract (5f) and is bred for this tor^srtrip- Javatna fee, who rates We 

^ ,0n ^ Selection: LORD SMfTH 

jo OA l HERBERT AND GWEN BLAGRAVE MEMORIAL STAKES 
***** (CLASS C) £2500 added lmflf Penalty Value £4,879 

1 31044 C0nNMM<D|0lMdH»HCacl51OO 

1 SM60 SMMffPUT(USflC^ IMS Groff lte«0lteltetaStei496 IWtf* 

3 oau MOmroRT (US4) (23) ^rGeaip UeyrtdO PCdB 3 B13 

4 44-10 IEmi«tFfo(B«»»sJ0teIbji^lWtems389 PBtaMByl 

-ddadwsd- 

BETttNB: 4-6 CoaadnL 2-1 Moatfort, 8-1 anart Mmt, 12-1 Utiyfaft 
198ft UM Jm 4 s B D HwnsM 7-1 OMl Hiadnelon} dram (4) 5 ran 
FORM GUOE 

MOWIFOHT won at Mh 1< a fortnlgtt aga. DeaBng Qrbertechnolo gir and Sun Aterfc 
despite the gelding’s Nt slipping alter Just 100 yams. H e has a 
CarrarM, and should hentfle.the Bkely testing eound better. Third in ijxXh me 
Chester Cup and the Eta; Cortecfirf also g*ned a naitcw verthet over Cetertc. but 
has produced ha best foim on tester Sound. Smart Pl ay is an other tet-gWTg 
perttemer who feces e stem lest on Ns first start arase Ocofoer. while Lettyra* 
scored Its success in the French provinces for Andrt ^* x ^ a | ec u otB mONTFORT 

ronnl NOB. GANNON MEMOHWLTROPHY (HANDICAP) (CLASS O 
£7300 added lm Penalty Valae £5^08 
1 03000 IWVff M WTO0HBcfini«W4ascrtlfts4h*™8MO-^ A !££l 

3 12854 wtaaw (U) W<EIWgaPffe«4 9 10-—-, n 

4 50500 UMCO W SS CTW WlRTaWt;DB!aarfh799 MBttqrS 


IOM2 

lswttarf7)7 

PatB*fciy9 


mart: racing in her early days: 
pregnancy is, after all a per- 
fectly natural condition and 
even at 120 days the foetus will 
be half the size of a small Jack 
RusseU. The days when the 
mother-io-be retired to the 
chaise-longue for the duration 
have long since gone and exer- 
cise is now regarded in a posi- 
tive light. A few years ago, Liz 
McColgan, the leading distance 
runner, stayed in training - al- 
beit increasingly gently - up to 
the seventh month of her preg- 
nancy, and there is no reason 
why a fit, healthy mare or filly 
should not race for the early 
part of her 1 1 -month gestation. 

Pregnant mares have a long 
and honourable history of suc- 
cess. The most recent at the top 
level was Indian Queen, who 
was carrying to Night Shift 
when she won the Ascot Gold 
Cup six years ago. She was the 
second in-foal mare to win the 
stayers' crown, the great La 
Fleche having done so in 1894, 
a day before running second in 
the Hardwicks Stakes. She later 
rah fourth in a Manchester 
handicap under 9st 71b, fin- 
ished her racecourse career by 
winning the Champion Stakes, 
and the folowing year was safe- 
hr delivered of a healthy filly 
foal. 

English Spring carried a 
Tbenoso colt to victory in the 
Prince of Wiles's Stakes in 
1986 and Granny’s Bank was in 
foal to Forzando when she ran 
\fogue Shot to half a length in 
the Hunt Cup the following 
year. And at Leopards! own a 
few years ago Cipriani, pregnant 
to Glow, and Golden Temple, 
carrying to Law Society,’ pro- 
vided a 1-2 in the Ballycorus 
Stakes. 



Johan Cruyff works out on the training grounds of Baflydoyle in preparation for Sunday’s Irish Derby 


Photograph: Caroline Norris 


Dettori setback on path to Curragh 


Frankie Dettori was yesterday 
booked by Aidan O’Brien for 
Strawberry Roan, one of his 
three Irish Derby entries, but 
the jockey will need to recover 
from a fall at Salisbury yester- 
day if be is to take part in pro- 
ceedings at the Curragh. 

Dettori missed Lhree rides at 
Epsom last night after he failed 
to pass a medical examination 
which followed a fall at Salisbury 


in the afternoon. He is expect- 
ed to be out of action until to- 
morrow at least, while he* 
recovers from the stiffness that 
set in after he was unshipped by 
Badge Of Fame on exiting the 
parade ring for the Bibufy Cup. 

Dettori’s booking for Straw- 
berry Roan understandably at- 
tracted support for the filly in 
the betting on the Classic. 

Michael labor’s daughter of 


Sadler’s Wells, deputising for 
the owner's sidelined Entre- 
preneur. is 4- 1 second favourite 
for the race with William Hill, 
whose betting is headed by the 
even-money shot Silver Patri- 
arch. Ladbrokes report money 
for the Irish LOW Guineas 
runner-up and have cut her 
price to 5-1 from 6-1. 

“She has joined stable-mate 
Desen King as 5-1 joint-second 


5 1145-5 DrMAWM(M)miD]Deer}jmJ94 U Haary <30 

6 20-350 C88M PMMOOO (20) (C Wngv) PCote 38 13 TQftil 

7 40-251 FASHY MAN pg) p; (fsmiy kta Ramershp) j FsrEteae 4 8 12 JDHaitat 

B 111-06 KUUHAfir (17) (P) (£ GacbJen & Mrs M Fartun! LGCndSBlO DKofaod5 

9 0325 CMEFM0NWCH(20)(MlsNJriM)BSnai389 3 Satin 10 

10 -00300 MMK&|USA)(12](D)MsJMAOi£&ni5Dow58 7 _AMy<5)8 

-lOftM- 

BEITlift 3-1 ftuBf Mao, Ur£ La» CnraWoi, 7-1 Kayrac, DMm Lana, Kotibrey, 8-1 Ctaaaa 
Pararfao. Wafcad, 10-1 often 

1996; Traprai 5 9 3 T Qi*n B-ll ter (R Aldus} Onai □) 5 ran 
FORM GUIDE 

fflIWY MAN is on the upgrade after a smooth <mn from Orsay (winner ante) at 
Newmarket last ttme, and being by Indian fodge should handle the ground. He Is 
e@mn racing up a straight mile and can defy the 8lb rtse on the much slower sur- 
face. Ally Lewfda ran Bwey «wth a Kempmn maiden in the sort last season and 
Koattary. who had a poor nm at Newbury on his return, was also a soft-ground 
wnrer last term, at Sandown. VMmL ihW to Phonetic at Newbuy on similar ffomd, 
wft benefit from coming down In the weights. Law Commission, 11th in the Roy- 
al Hunt Cup, has won only on fast ground, on which he best lUvvee by a net* at 
Ascot lest August and is now a pound better oft. Cinema Paradbo showed noth- 
ing behmd Phdistar at Epsom, but can do better In softer 0ound. DfvJrta Lima, bet- 
ter for her Newbury run a fortnight ago. rs another 10 h»je won on test ground, but 
she did well In the mud at Chester when fourth to Concer Un last August. Steam 
won In soft ground for John Gosden last season before switching to Lady Hemes, 
who has had him fflded. Chief Mon a r ch willdoweHtowithsasa matden. 

Selection: HAMtUT MAN. 


|q on! CHAMPAGNE AUCTION STAKES (CLASS B) £L5JX)0 added 
2YO 7f Penalty Value £0843 

1 4 mMMUS (32) (D R linneetu J IXsftp 8 12 JWtE*l«y2 

2 31 M0UNTMiS0NBnmE£aBBThTntft>rea9iSvMPrexQa312 BDtflaUIB 

3 210 7MB(Ea l ER{USA)(33)(CMMa)MBd8U MtaralS 

4 232 1E8S BE HffJBty (13) PF) (BWt Ibcmg K Mcfcifc 8 8 HUM 

5 0 R0HLMKNSira(3B)(femnsW tope® LB) Mrs N Dutfitil88 R Price 1 

6 5 SADDLERS’. ROE (33) (Tad KamRDOn£)Brfts 8 8 MMsB 

7 010 TRUTH TELLER (20) U C Smfltil R Hamn 8 8 JDMeOTtoaS 

8 DWBN6tswSrCMHaBw)RHarnflnfi5 BPwtanlO 

9 NmATOR (knootal Anrs Ftnesnp) Udji Uires 8 5 ACMttt 

10 0 BAClUEI(62)aTQerie)RU*Ttttei84 RRr»**17 

U 3 25 nvSOTUICK SHADOW (33) (Ms D E Badshari B Ueehai 8 4 TQdDaS 

12 LAURBfS IA0 (V Mctoh) G lews 8 4 RUEdbery 5 

13 21 TAMEBK BW tl7) tP fcqRfll R BcbS 8 4 — JHftymlS 

14 HIAHiJSSrWrtSDewai SSndenS 

15 AW8E HAIL (Stolen Baytel MMaaee 8 0 FH«tai7 

18 8022 BWBAMA(lG(Raee8iesaD0iraBan4i»Jl8ls7l3 KHratylA 

17 01 MSt£AD|UQ{PHerfty)J5Moore713 AMnU 

IS 1 PfflBUH lAW(M)B(AI«Geriie) A MeMMM 7 13 IQtirwlS 

-134NM- 

SEITMft M HeraiDU, 7-1 Maantata Sm«, Twwrln Bay, M ItaMkMpar. SUlwsr Roe, Ffynaa, 
10-1 TrU TcDw, HvM'atodt SUtow, Parttim Lafy, M-l odwa 

199ft RUI«*Bm B U T Ouhn 4-7 bn (P Cde} tarn IT) 8 ran 
FORM GUIDE 

Rcnou. AXMMSTER had a bad draw at Newbury when finlshmg down the field . Out 
of a dam who won over this tnp, Royel Axmlnstar Is chanced from a fevouraOte low 
draw. Coversely, the weft-regard ed easy Thm* wnner Mount ai n Song v4B have to 
be smart to win from stall IB. HermMus and Sadder* Roe both sheped wefl in 
the Covwitiy at Royal Ascot and wlU raftsh this longer trip. Legs Be Friendly has a 
good draw and is In wtth a fine chance on his soft-sound Newbury third to Bold 
Edge, tteneife Bey won over the minimum at Rmtefract after sptittlrtg subsequent 
wtnners Shawdon and Opposition leader over sb; in softish ground at Nottingham. 
Despite a poor draw he lias a good chance at the weigits. Timekeeper and course 
winner Parisian Lady are not too wel drawn, and neither is Fayrana. who gets a 
7Jb puHfbrthe two-tenglh beating here by Parisian Lady. Fhreo’ctocK Shadow, high- 
hr tried at Kempton last time, previously ran on fast pound at Bngnon over the 
minimum. Brighton winner Ihrih tbllar mbs found out at Epsom afterwards and this 
son of Staxttest would not want the grotm too testing, but stabtemete P oring 
News should low the cut being by Risk Me, C eto ctten: ROYAL AXMfttSTEH 


DEVBSLL HANDICAP (CLASS E)£4J22S added fnes&niares 
6f Penalty VBhie £3£10 

AIMA9 US) (D) (the Eoene FWneravpl C HM 5 9 12 «MWB 

UX3CrD8>(15)(CJHarp8r)DBa«rti39 7 I RetiS 

COfttaoe (JUST pi? (D) (M Brtep) M Owren 4 9 7 PPMrapNrmi2 

TH6?D PARTY (10) m(BF)(M«GR artel) SIX»39 5 TQteel 

SSOBTA WATLQA (USA) [12} U C 9l*fV 3 ffeim 394 OneONeaM 

SAM) STAR mMraTMReM D IfetSi Jonas 5 9 4 StkowwllV 

AUWNS GRACE (22) (D) (Easy GcngPwwmtRS Gw lWe«aj 594 3 Saties 18 

TWKEH OSMASTON (31) (0) l*tel UR) R HDflps 6 9 2 Ife£no2 

CAl**LDM(WAttamsavAtr)tAsNI>j4eti4Bl AtanCosKfS) Ifi 

S»St«(3)(D)MsAlSHndBS)P«l«Oiel590 Anrad* SMta p) 10 

oral* MOW F Norton 19 

W*LTOWWPJ)mCMraPBWS«i)PMtrny385 0 Hants* 3 

POUanMEpatnteTragK'ten toners) 8 &DM381 AOaftraiS 

BEVaEDCaiSULpa) (Us JEM tone C Junes 381 C Sorter 14 

SUPBttAO(aa)p2)UFY«sJJEM6ff5 71C RDM (7)9 


1 0-0021 

2 0-6412 

3 130054 

4 36014 

5 6600 

6 20-000 

7 15606 

8 06400 

9 000202 

10 654003 

11 MO 

12 421443 

13 6105 

14 MS 

15 035630 


16 06000 8OMLai6UMa7}lO0ateiHsaxrxs:Hteiim)AF<^37iaRnM>(917B 

17 3206 SHALL RISK (19) (MsEiacetn Hereeb 1 Oenvra37 10_— -Mwtti bqw [3) S V 

18 50000 RAIAHnBFUA P5) CUs ALPgnnj G 3adngg 7 10 NArtatlS 

IS 00-000 DORADO BEACH (13) (Ray ActantiLG Gomes 3 7 10 NtoMe4 

20 436000 BUD DOT (12) (Us J Puce) J toe* 4 7 10 M Vadey7 B 

-20dedarad- 

Unurwn 7a USD. True ne&its; dotal Emblem 7s 9& SnaD Ran Tst Kt, CaianKSB 7a S&l 
BE nWft 9J AkMti, Ilr2 leeky Dip, 6-1 1M lb 1 Mb, 8-1 TWrt torty, lfl-1 Cendete Q**L Alwya 
Grace, Start. Potgapne, 12-lelhera 

189ft faunas Less 3 8 13 Anee Cook 171 9-4 fcw lord Huorgan) dram m ll ran 
FORM GUIDE 

WILL TO WM, a dual wmer In seOsig grade on the all-weather and a creditable 
fourth staying on behind Night Harmony m the sofosh ground at Bath two outings 
ago, should benefit from the draw. Hie others with a kwv draw look to have ques- 
tion marks over them. Lucky Dip seemsigy best at five furtongs and TNrd Party 
wrtmeig a bad race on fast (found at Brighton. Comiche Quest likes some gve 
in the (found and. although helped by a good draw when beetmg Aknaei at Not- 
ttngtam, she does meet Almas (won since at Doncaster) on 81b better terms. Cal- 
erafcela is a long shot off a lew weight after a run here last time rarer sewn furtongs. 
and Send Star could be another to surprise. 

Selection: WILL TO WIN 

\A 0/1 1 CARNARVON CHALLENGE CUP (AMATEURS) HANDICAP 
IZ^XJ (CLASS F) £3^500 added 3YD lm Penalty Value £2J98 

1 506U ICRCUSS COP (8)66 flutvo laftndAS Meehan 12 5 Go) HwJABmS 

7 021101 DOlflttE GOLD (12) ttoteopterPRansaniM Brill 13 JftC.Rweaa7 

3 -43001 S8VBILBMC15)(C)ntelaTtnin<ta9iieafiHAPJonesU9 tftJ G cM ti riB6 

4 00546 HIGHIYH0(24|(&ctor»P1lia^nll6 lbs SSOBMOtt 3 

5 520005 JOLLY JAOtSOH (16) [Vts A Vatounel F)AIdur3ll3 HrKGafata 2 

6 066 ARnun SEAT (28) (Ike Queen) lad Huenglon U 1 MraMOnteayE 

7 4-106 FORGET TO REUKOIE (22) (O (Mo PM JS Vtare 11 0 UaSMoora4 

a 00064 FAN Of WXT^OQMIO) (Carretx tor® D Cotgwe 10 8 D«MM9V 

9 00060 YANGTZE (30) Aten Vlbted BRMftnm 10 8 Hr R thontsn 12 B 

ID -50045 fMBRK»KM(12)(MB3kteTfyUs»lDutftiai06 HrLJtebRllO 

U 00002 WBXX«»«flSHIMinVteOTralhW'MfeJeH(n(^lfl3_Jft»DAdi(tieotl 
12 000 88tNBL(17)lMFtoWteOAHtelD2 Hr L Baker 11 

-12 ill dread— 

BEJIUG: 7JDoti4e Bakl, 41 Mradbw Cra>. M Sftrar Uriag, 7-1 BVte Ho, 104 Jofly Jacfcno, 
Vfarrior Hag. Wafcoma Hut»fa, 14-1 OBwa 

1996: Mmoa 10 J U S FahesurtHugi I5i 14-1 IS Daw) (51 9 ran 
FORM GUIDE 

WELCOME HBGHTSoouid score an this Efowd after hsimpraed second to Around 
Fore Alllss on UngflekTs Equroack last Saturday: Claimer winners MercSess Cop 
and Doable Gold look beatable with their fag waghu and Waarior King has a 2QB> 
turnaround with Double Gold for the nine- length beatmg at Warwick. SVver Lin- 
ing won a similar race on the course last tune and seems to be on the upgrade, 
but the extra furlong and more testing conditions could find him out Yaaretze. who 
has been over tonger tnps. should go w HI. 

Selection: WELCOME HEIGHTS 

cT^ ALMGTDN MAIDEN HANDICAP (CLASS F) £3,300 added lm 
r±izj 2f Penalty value £3^78 

1 36QD KBW CCRteAUW (2ft SJ Simons) TJH*teair 4 100 IDSaftk(3)16 

2 04-004 CIOUQS WU. (FIQ (1IB IU5PJjbert)RH3rayi4 96 JUteOHaHMy 

3 00244 HAMKATO (IBA) (2Q £dem«v Gkxxlsmdd D CDS^tw 3 9 2 £ Lrather (7) ID V 

4 0+000 SOUND APPEAL (16) (H Ward J R Ftierl A F03ET3 8 13 TSUcakal2B 

5 6060 IteifflABlE (13) lA4tefeMF&r7BSajdLlfflJiXrtDp38ll Pat May U 

6 60603 BAIHEHUOTPfl tCotafen totnmhplltid Hii8figfcn3a9 DHanlnm8 

7 00064 HKH DESKE WOK Gate) 1 Ptrcti 488 Martto Dvyer (3) s 

8 000 CANADIAN JVE (38) fHcm&ViaeRawfc FWrertfw i0 MU!hnS487 — SWHtMalfaT 

9 400004 HAfiA2HEGM>(2)(UsAl$anilBrsitoUld«l486 _Jta>tia Sradra (9 3 

10 000 CAHPHAS (lflG) uames Eonst R u Ftomr 4 80 S8aatiacal3 

U 00000 CtXWTfrfTK«Cfllia0taBSurm5CHar^n4 713 Pate EdriwyU 

12 006000 OHEWDff EYE (12) [T Arxfxry) J PoUWi 4 7 U NWrisy2 

13 00004 BOLDS4IKTPL7) CRvjngtorai PH*f63 7 11 

14 -00040 HADADABB^ (B) Oka toi HanBRw totrwrthc' to Utthri 4 7 11 HHwayPJU 

15 60606 U1OSOnS{^0ct^R«iCaKtytJefnrfSJPuaafi3?m RFtmmayBAB 

16 006030 MAfHH8UBflPI(19)(SJHai80WUsAKne471b Ifytea9 

17 00050 ASWIS (17) (Usb i C BtiOarrafM BBmn 5 7 10 NAdansS 

18 00000 EXBCUIIVE0Fncat(12)(BCtaaRMHn«r471D FHrtwlB 

-18dadarad- 

telOb. T^tonOcapwa^UrosO(&7a71^^KngUaytiefa?a4t>.K»Tg 7# 
2b. EaeuSra Offlcw 7» 2b. 

02 BtiteWUtia, 01 btoWte, U-2 Hazara, 01 CaBti»HB,a.lSootiA«wti.Ph«»o- 
fit, 10-1 BeU Safer, 12-1 atbara 

180ft Dramas Moment 3 8 12 Mart* Dwyer (51 15-2 H Baton© d®*n 13} 17 an 
FORM GLADE 

MWTABLE, ssah of 16 to Western Hour on the course on her reappearance last 
month, can be ecpectad to handle this ground being a daughter of ftolish Piece- 
darn. Country Thatch syet to place, bteshoid produce a better tun on the ©ound. 
Bathe to Light could do even better on this eound after her latest ttmrd to Ludo 
at Leicester. Manficeto looks to need this sterner test of stamina, while Sound 
Appeal could figire at the finish after berg short of room here last time follow- 
ing two attempts in stronger handicaps at Newbury. High Desire, fourth to Dia- 
mond Crown in a seller at Nottingham rase week, gets only 31b from tottnftabie, 
and Bold Satot a&in may not last home. 

Selection: (NfMTIASLE 


HYPERION 

2.15 Up The Clarets 2.45 Compatibility 
3J5 Rum Lad 3145 Ballpoint 4J5 Murphyfe Gold 
4u45 QatTha Point 5J5 Beano Scrfrte 

GOING: Good to Finn. 

STALLS: 67- centre; rat- inskte. 

BRAW ADVANXAGR: fflgh Own 7t Lo !m4f. 

■ BfetiMond, rndnltitag msse. 

■ GooBelsni aaoilifim onadteti te town. 4mW oTfoMifon 4. 

at I a. Bases fiora CbriSfe erattin 2bl ABMIWWJfc Okiil*- 

(OAPs4onda L Sla£B): , nfliaBBHs£BtOAP8ftnnda k 21*«l- c “ 

PARS: On «0» S3 Ltoofodtag ocaipsi**): rawimder fo^ 

BLMKEBH) FUST D1I& Dotid James’ Gbi (liseiwl) (4.15 k Roo- 

TOOTEM IN TBE LAST SEVEN X>AJS:W«st»^«rf a ^W 

mm at Ayr on Smradsr Attn** C* -M) * »«« *** *** *** 

Steady. 


nfel CMREW SELLING STAKES (CLASS G) 
“£J £2375 added 2YD 5f 
326601 «SWiMSinrSWJBlsiy94^. P W'o4 

16000 RASH p"0H BJP) MW Beatty 

0050 8BB»tJ0arBMD4teB*l- ^ ti^TB 

000006 TOIL’S -MS (S) M W Em»W 8 U. T1»T 

SSSi 


nenHft 5-4 Hbto W*r. 7-2 Up n* Cfaress, S-l AcfegtM 8M. 7-1 
Yteirst Story, H TbVi Ttsws, 14-1 tod Wr, 204 Sesaite Joay, E B 
It— S U iB 

rs-icl PLAYGROUP LUNCHEON CLUB MEDIAN 
1 2M\ AUCTION MAIDEN STAKES (CLASS E) 
£4400 added fif 

1 -06000 BSPStWW MD)te*8 7 -CTs»0w(3)SB 

1 2 BOWBQ pl) CTInregi 390 mro Mtssi 1 

3 CHD^SWWGMMoGreSgO- JWs4 

4 0535 COBHWBlriY (28) J Gcsten 3 9 0 — 6»ag 3 

5 To auraew BEARPD iteS )«39 0 

s IAPB8XJIIA l*»M ueftr38 9 A Oe— 7 

7 35-535 K*SnQ«ABm£WVraB389 IHtaraB 

BEimft 4-7 Cut ll tel te te . 7-2 PqUre w », *4 Bases, 2S-lCMaf» ft*- 
R, 35-1 Ottawa . 

rSTTEl LADBROKES LUCKY CHOICE HAfdCAP 
^■*^1 (CLASS E) £4JJ25 added 3Y0 5f 

1 000611 WOJUMrewaiTOWMWEatBtvSSffBj.---^ 

- — a PM (5)SB 

2 0O61fl”TO«WI>WnJ»997 4 ^ftsseyfflSB 

3 044154 RUMIAD(S)JJfe«n96 ; — 

1 «BB0t)R«HaTOIWBiWre92tote»MISBra7 

5 6-0000 «mniHreiW(I4RHHenfliral92J ftmw a 

6 -00040 RB>90l*AlC£C3)DSrah90 L asmn* 3 

7 0300 BaUWWAMMW*Bll S testotor t 

a -60066 SMOF7WROAD(mJtor811 AQ*W* 

-8*CM- 

EFTKE: lfr8 WKtea WdL u fete M M Tanmo. M Msftaine 

ysrfsPsrel 


o ac | UCB FILMS CUMBERLAND PLATE (HAND- 
ICAP) (CLASS D) £1AOOO added lm 4f 

1 2UF5 CRYSTAL FALLS (S^ JJ 07*8 -J 100 KDrteyS 

2 20154 BAUPOMTPB 8RG II Moore 4 99 atortte® 5 

3 2-0660 WIRVHGBEEFP9)PEcdB4 9S — Deae HeKssw 6 H 

4 2-0521 HESMMSIEH (5) (DQ M TorapAre 5 9 4 (5a) 

l>0Ma(7)7V 

5 40034 JU8T BRAND (10) M Jetnan 3 9 1 IWsm«2 

6 53390 RBtHuamF06eraS90 ICmBS 

7 310443 SUBAHM8K(lS)EAfen5811 6 fed 3 

8 16-213 CAMMSFE(24)nmJF)0Cste458U Ifetoet 

9 WUD DURSAMS rtRST (19) |CtQ (BF) tta U Seteer 5 8 1 

- A Martel 

-Sdsdend— 

BETnWftS-2Wii tis lii to r, 4-1 Ante Grand, 6-1 Ihftn l te , Cla p «■) ! ■, 7-1 
S^i Hank, 84 Dms» Rat, 10-1 Cqrabd Ftee, 12-1 Ottawa 

\A + c\ RED MLS HSH HORSEFEEDS LAW AM- 
ATEURS HANDICAP (CLASS G) £3£00 
added 7f 

1 034431 RAS8MIWMS0Ctep(ran41112pe9_JBteChdi9 

2 40-431 HURmrSQ01I>(22)(CD}RFahre6116 

— Crete Am Mam (5) 3 

3 000304 DCU8HT0F DAMN (ID) (Q E Weds' 5 11 1 

... .JLjteaParecB 

4 0500V Ml£7aWOiyW}nj)J8BBy410S 

Wti q H ton tate (5)llB 

5 O0O33 St®0ft0 (B J Gods 7 10 7 Pntere nnh i rai 1 

6 00041 K»« UMO (115) Mrs Jtemate! 3107 C5«») — 

„ finaa Rsresdm (5)12 V 

7 0-3405 WiewmHDUM0H)(3QABteer3105 ..... 

Uam HwtiteMn (5) 7 B 

6 450300 M»M*y«flPJA8tey&iaS 

BMMtUMHtoRUV 


9 60601 ffteE PARTIB3 (8) T Esserty 4 10 l__ARKa DsbM (5) 8 

10 00660 BOBAYSUkB [30) J LEjte4 10 1 Om Jones 2 

11 000600 ROSEATE LODGE (15)(Q (D) SKetSrttel 11 100 

DtK s Bta w 1 6 

12 5C006 HBUm»{95r«tarel3913^-^AnfcHaafeylo 

13 40006 MARZOCGO(l^(D)TCun»il994 JlsinCvttiMrt(B)4 

-13dsdml- 

BEITOfft 7-2 Rhg lira, 4-1 MtapfagTs GokL 01 Haas ASuaa, 7-1 Mae 
Pertnw, 01 OtegM Of Daa^ HOetatam Cltjf, 101 Sosdoro, 12-1 attars 

f A Ak I RWOPHANE HANDICAP (CLASS Q £4^00 
LLLlS added 3VD lm 

1 445062 BET THE PteNT (15) RHOiiWieadg 7 F4BCH2 

2 000002 F«SBilRMD{B}MWE»tatv94 T LBCOt 4 

3 564 STORYTELLBi (15) l»s ; RarTMten S 8 IfMraaS 

4 235036 CARAai CARPASIS (S) J L Bps 8 7 TWai3 

5 B622 ROSSO ® CTtardon 8 6 Dsaa Uc£eomi 6 B 

6 341555 DWIIDIO EIRE (I D) J L fare 8 4 RLapsWl 

BEnWft 9-4 GstTtte Print, 0-lStnqMer. 4-1 Pttatan Ate, 5-1 DtB- 
Boad ^pre, S-l CapCrin Capata, 10-1 Rotate 

Icicl WALTON LBDTED STAKES (CLASS F) 
L^==J £3^00 added lm 

1 531100 POWER QA4E (8) (T? J Beny 4 9 9 TEDscto [5)7 B 

2 0302 HEMDSOB>T(U)JHarsn495 DalrflbmS . 

3 64003 HBHSPEED (M) [D) S Aanorel 5 9 5 : IFBAM5 I 

4 625-40 MWES»lWiaf(4«WI*5LSa«K795 IWMWTS 

5 00020 aranSC«mUreURMiey595 tUml i 

6 -00101 D£EKETEECEESUWEasrat938]3 T Haas 2 

7 5060 HMWOrwipHJftePtaTfcSae K Darter 4 

BETITOG: 2-1 Dn PseTM Csa^ 3-1 MtfapaeA »Sipemlife 02 P» 
v G«. 7-1 Bw» SofyL 01 RlHter W, ia-1 


favourite,” Ian Wassell, Lad- 
brokes spokesman, said. 
O'Brien's third runner, Johan 
Cruyff, has also been hacked for 
the race having been cut to 12-1 
from 16-1 by Ladbrokes. 

“Frankie definitely rides 
Strawberry Roan,” the dual 
champion jockey's agent, Mat- 
ty Cawing, said. O'Brien sup- 
plemented Strawberry Roan 
for the mile-and-a-hall Classic 


on Tuesdav at a cost of 
IR£70,000. 

BUSH DERBY: Ladbrokss: 4-5 Silver Pstn 
act). 5-1 Desert Kng. Strawberry Roan (from 
01i, 7-1 Loup Sauva&. 10-1 The Fly. 12-1 
Johann Cruyff (from 101). 101 Dr Johnson, 
20-1 Token Gestue. 25-1 others. 
tMflbni MU: evens SMr Patmsdi, 4-1 Snw- 
Deny Roan. 7-1 Desert King, Loup Smagi, 
101 Johan Cruyff, The Hy. 14-1 Token Ges 
ure, 20-1 Casey Tibbs, Dr. Johnson Vagtn. 
66-1 Olympc Majesty. 2001 Budify Marvel. 
Tote evens Silver Patriarch, 4-1 (from 9-2] 
Sombrely Roan, 6-1 Desen ftng (from 01). 
13 2 Loup Savage ttrom 6-D. 101 Johan 
Crayff. The Ry, 20-1 others. 


Newmarket help 
the hunting set 


Racing' s determination to align 
itself behind the pro-hunting 
lobby was reaffirmed yesterday 
when Newmarket racecourse 
derided to delay the start of the 
July Cup so that racegoers can 
attend a pro-field sports rally in 
London. 

The July Cup. centrepiece of 
next month’s July meeting, has 
been put back by 35 minutes in 
order to boost racing’s presence 
at a rally against plans to abol- 
ish hunting. The Group One 
sprint will now be run at 3.40pm 
as the fourth race on the card 
on 10 July, rather than 3.05pm 
as originally scheduled. 

Newmarket’s clerk of the 
course, Nick Lees, explained: 
“It's the country sports rally in 
Hyde Park that day and some 
people said they wanted to go 
to both the rally and the July 
Cup. 

“We said lhai we can't change 
the day of the July Qip and mess 
up ffie racing programme but we 
could put it back to the fourth 
race on the card which it always 
used to be until h was changed 
for television. 


“So owners and trainers will 
be able lo go the rally, which 
runs from 1130am to 2pm, 
then rip up to Newmarket for 
the July Cup." 

Of more concent to most 
racegoers is this Saturday’s 


RICHARD EDMONDSON 
NAP: Parisian Lady 
(Salisbury 330) 

NB: Law Commission 
(Salisbury 300) 

Northumberland Plate at New- 
castle for which the Queen's 
Shaft Of Light was yesterday gh*- 
en the go-ahead to run. 

Lord Huntingdon, his train- 
er, is unlikely to let his two oth- 
er entries, Lord Jim and Snow 
Princess, take their chance in 
the £100.000 handicap. The 
trainer made his plans after 
hearing that the original top- 
weight Jiyusb had been pulled 
out. leading to a rise m the 
weights. “David Harrison will 
ride Shaft Of Light now that the 
weights have gone up,” the 
trainer said. 


Rimmer home from hospital 


Mark Rimmer returned home 
from hospital yesterday and 
admitted he “can’t remember 
much” about his horrific fail at 
Warwick. But he revealed that 
he suffered no worse than bruis- 
ing in yesterday’s three-horse 
pile-up and is looking forward 
to a return to race-riding. 

“I can’t remember much 
about the fell," Rimmer said af- 
ter arriving at his Newmarket 
home yesterday afternoon. 
“The horse just went from un- 
der me and that was that. I’m 


CARLISLE 

2J5: L ELOQUENT (G Duffekfl 4-6 far. 
2. Panama House 9-1; a. Bnpiro Part 22-3. 
9 ran. y., 2Vi. (3s ktorti Prescott, Newmar- 
ket). Tbte: £1.70 £1.10, £1.60, £230. DF: 
£660. CSP. £7 S3. Tito: £17X0 Wfc Bawtian. 

Z45: X. NERVOUS HEX 0 Mdnson) 5-1; 
2. Needs Match 12-1: 3. Ultra Beat 9-2. 
15 ran. 7-2 fav Marino Street. Th. IV.. <W 
Mire. Ufflboum)- Tote £540; £1.70 £450 
£2-10- DF: £54.00. CSF: £6857. Tra 
£15400. 

3J&l.tMNISl SCOUT {RVftMon) 11-2; 
2. Mr Cuba 4- 1; a. ABnm's Mate 0 L 10 
ran. 7-2 few Eure Sceptic (4th). fc. rte (H ft- 
hey, Mahon). Tate: £850; £250. £1.60. 
£140. DF: £1840 CSF: £26-13. Ttteast 
£111-37. Tno: £3UO. 

3-45C 3. RAMBOW TOUN (M RcbertsO 01; 
2. BoOn Frank 5-1 fi-tor, 3. Tbpatori 9-1. 
15 ran. 5-ljS-tav Murpifya Cold. %. tiit-hd. 
(M Johnston. MdrSetwn). Tote £090; 
£150. £280, £2-90. DF: £17.90. CSF; 
£37-51. Tncnsc £27054. Tno: £14080. 

4CLS 1. COURT EXPRESS tA CuSanel 5-2; 
2. Bted Brief 01; 3. TaRvrtod 5-1. B ran. 
5-4 tsv Mory Gardens I6thj. l'A. 4. fT Ettier- 
neton.MattcrO.Toto: £3.10; £1.70. £3.10. 
DF: £20.10. CSF: £1784. T«3SC £8683. 
NRs: Fores Sigte. Tseiban. 

446: 1. BUCK ICE B04T IDsan MtitoowrO 
33-1; 2. AristeB 11-2 oo fav; S. Peaiv top- 
pentent201, IS ran. 11-2 cotes Hancock 
i4th>, Euphoric Uustoa 'h. 3. (R Basttmon. 
MUMM. Tote £13250: £12.10, £180, 
£880 DF: £499.60. CSF: £207.85. TncasC 
£351588. 

SJ5: 1. SHS1QT (Mr A 8Mfrg evens far. 
2. Hatfith Of Ftaoa 9-2; 3. Able Player 
101. 7 ran. Vh. 4. (S KeffloweH, MAfle- 
harnl. Tote £2.60; £180, £190. DF: 
£850 CSF: £6.79. Trto: Not won. 

Iirtfpfit* Nat un 

Mnpte: £216.70. Quaftol £70.10 
Place & £200.13. Piece & 14085. 

SALISBURY 

380: S. KAWAFIL (ft ms) 11-4 fav; 2. 
PoffoctHanaony 16-1; 3. Kenkan 4-1. 11 
ran. 5. l'A. (P wakvyn, lamDoum). Tote 
£3.20; £1.40. £3.50. £4.60. OF: £5180, 
CSP. £46.77. TWo; £7i20. 

3L00: 1. CAPS PIGEON (D HQDand) 7-l> 
2. Young ooka 3-1 tev; 3. Peratan Dam 
501. 15 m. 6, 2. (L G Cottrell, Cutomp- 


badly bruised but thankfully I 
am in one piece.” 

Rimmer, wbo will talk lo Dr 
Michael Himer this morning 
about his return, added: “1 
would like to thank everyone for 


There had bear fears that the 
jockey had suffered serious in- 
jury as he crashed to the ground 
from the fa Laity- injured Irish 
Fiction at Warwick. Although 
detained overnight in South 
Warwickshire Hospital, he was 
released this morning. 


ton). Tote: £750: £3.50. £280, £1080. 
Dfc £9.10 CSF: £23.77. Tra £60280. NR* 
Moradun. Taran. 

380: 3. SNOW KTO (Pat Eddery) 5-2 Jl tec 
2. Penilatt 7-1; 0 Mr Spongs 02 jt tav. 7 
m.7, IVulDLoder. NMn»tte>.Ttate£3J0: 
£180. £580 DF: £1020. CSF: £19^45. 

4itt S. RMNWW3CH (P» Eddery) 2- 1 tar. 
2. Heart Of Armor 6-1; 3. Spy Knofl 0L 9 
ran. 7. ’A. U Dunlop. ArundeD. Tote £3.40; 
£150 £280. £2.00 DF: £1380. CSF: 
£1588. Trtcasc £6252. Tno: £16.00. NRs: 

or Fane, H0fyPr6Bd.8ev^ Of Fane 
tettidrawn not under orders. Rule 4 states to 
bead prices only, deduction lOp m tt» pound. 

480: 1. DULCJNea (D Hanson) 5-1; 2. 
Mkate Doubto U-2; 3. Glko 14-1. 18 ran. 
4-1 lav Free As A Bird. l'A, hd. ff Balding. 
Nngctara). Tote: £6.50: £2.40. £1.80, 
£3.00. DF: £1680 CSF: £28.71. Tno: 
£57.40. 

S4Xk 1. WMTO am (Pat Eddery) 02 co 
tec 2. Pointer 5-H 3. Hatf Tom 9-2 co tev. 
8 ran. 02 co ter Sajan Rosa (4rhi. Nk. y.. 
© Meenan, Larnboum).Tete £4.40 £180, 
£150£150 DP. £17.60 CSP £24.61. Trt- 
case £96.62. Tno: £1980 NR: Utaraty So- 
Ctify. 

Pteeapot £115.50. Qnadpot: £73.40. 
Piasa 6: £200.13. Ptoce & 14085. 

Evening results, page 29 
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Tyson talking of 
place in history 


I f Bob Waters were alive to- 
day, perhaps he would be as 
baaed as anyone who is re- 
quired to arrive at a conclusion 
about the rematch between 
Evander Holyfield and Mike 
Tyson. Somehow I doubt it. 

Whters, who wrote about box- 
ing for Newsday in New York, 
was from the old school. A 
chain smoker, frequently a vic- 
tim in the Las Vegas casinos, he 
drank the most ferocious diy 
martinis. When ordering he ap- 
plied the Archimedes principle. 
"No fruit," he would growL 
A useful amateur middle- 
weight in his youth. Waters 
knew a great deal about boxing. 
A US Marine tail gunner dur- 
ing the Second World Wax, he 
was once persuaded to box an 
exhibition with the great champ- 
ion, Tony Zale, on the deck of 
an aircraft carrier. Returning to 
his corner at the end of the first 
round Waters, who had taken a 
liberty with Zale, asked for his 
gloves to be removed. “That 
mother says he's going to kfl 1 me, 
and I believe him.” he said. 

It was always wise to engage 
Waters in conversation before 
major fights because many of his 
predictions were quite sensa- 
tional. The legend of Waters' 
prescience dates back to June 
1959 when he alone forecast In- 
gemar Johansson's knock-out of 
Floyd Patterson for the undis- 
puted heavyweight champion- 
ship. WhenPatterson reversed 
the result a year later, with an- 
other knock-out. Waters called 
correctly again. What is more, 
he named the round and the 
punch, a left hook. 

When Waters chose the boy 
braggart, Cassius Gay, over 
Sonny Liston in 1962, it was felL 
generally in the trade that Wa- 
ters had finally ridden out his 
luck. Gay. soon to become 
Muhammad Ali, so demoralised 
Liston that the ogre quit on his 
siooL Joe Frazier over Ali, then 
George Foreman. It went on 
and on. “Getting to be a bur- 
den,” Waters said one day when 
were driving to a bar on Long 
Island. “One of these days I’m 
going to get a big one wrong and 
my editor will put it down to the 
booze.” A few minutes later, 
mistaking it for the sky. Waters 
drove into the blue-painted wall 
of a parking lot, winch may tell 
you something about him. 


Ken Jones reports 
from Las Vegas on 
the complexities of a 
heavyweight rematch 

Apersonal regret is that I did 
not pay enough attention to Wa- 
ters when logic persuaded him 
that Ali would again overcome 
the odds- to knock out Foreman 
in Zaire. The Irish in Waters 
brought about the one serious 
ble mish on his record: Geny 
Cooney to take the heavyweight 
title from Larry Holmes. For 
once. Waters went with his 
heart instead of his head, which 
is never the way to bet. 

What I am coming to is the 
bafflement that surrounds 
Tyson’s attempt to reverse the 
sensational defeat Holyfield 

Herbie Hide, who meets Tony 
Tbcker in his home town of Nor- 
wicb on Saturday for the vacant 
World Boxing Organisation 
heavyweight title, was in court 
yesterday accused of kerb- 
crawfing. The 25-year-old for- 
mer world champion, who lost 
his title to Riddick Bowe in 
1995, pleaded innocent to 
propositioning a woman from 
his car in Ibttenham, north 
London, on 9 April and solic- 
iting her for prostitution. The 
case was adjourned until 27 Au- 
gust and Hide was released on 
his own recognizance. 

inflicted last November, after 
opening as a 25-1 underdog in 
the betting emporiums. On 
these occasions, it is a custom 
of the Las Vegas Review Journal 
to print the conclusions ar- 
rived at by boxing writers. 
When approached yesterday, I 
had to admit that the impon- 
derables continue to have a 
narcotic effect on the cerebral 
process. “It's the same for all 
of us,” Jay Iaririn. of cable tele- 
vision's Showtime, said. “All 
the pre-fight stuff we are 
putting out is conjecture. I 
come awav from watching 
Tyson convinced that he is go- 
ing to win. but Holyfield is 
equally convincing. I've never 
known a fight that was more dif- 
ficult to pick.” 

. Holyfield, when consulted, 
appears to have an edge in con- 
fidence. “I respect Tyson,” he 
said after a light work out yes- 


terday, “but he will aot bring 
anything to the fight I haven't 
seen before." 

It was early in the afternoon 
of a very hot day and Holyfield 
was sitting on the apron of a ring 
in a tent behind the MGM 
Complex, the venae for Satur- 
day's contest He had on a 
white T-shirt and black trunks. 
Every now and a gain he tow- 
elled away trickles of perspira- 
tion. *Tve been doing this for 
26 years,” he said, “and I 
haven’t gone to the ring scared 
since I was a boy. Until Tyson 
fought me, even allowing for die 
loss to Buster Douglas, the 
reputation worked for him. The 
four guys he'd fought since 
coming out of prison looked 
terrified." 

Holyfield made much of his 
condition, physical and mental 
“This time I’m in even better 
shape," he said, “stronger, 
more confident. I feel I can’t 
lose. There’s less pressure than 
before the first fight J won’t be 
going in there with the inten- 
tion of avoiding big shots -but 
everything that Tyson throws at 
me.” 

Before the first fight. Holy- 
field was mailed get-well cards. 
“I'm not getting any of that stuff 
now," he added. “Everyone 
knows that I look after my 
body - and I don’t feel a ay dif- 
ferent than I did as a 21-year- 
old. I want to show the world 
that the first fight wasn’t a 
fluke. Tyson says that he had a 
bad day but I made it a bad day 
for him. I'm convinced that 
what I did before I can do 
again.” 

Tyson's tactic so for has been 
to deflect ail questions about the 
fight. Instead he wanders 
through boxing history, inden- 
tifying with Liston, who also 
served time and had frequent 
brushes withe law. “People ap- 
preciated Liston's ability," he 
said, “but he didn't get the re- 
spect he wanted." 

Respect figures prominently 
in Tyson's thinking. “Those 
people who run the boxing hall 
of fame. They don't respect me, 
so fuck them. I don't need it.” 

Tyson’s tangential shifts in 
conversation make it even more 
difficult to predict the outcome 
of an intriguing contest There’s 
still time, but I wonder what Vo- 
ters would have made of it 



Collins 

faces a 
burning 
ambition 

Sieve Collins feces a biltong 
unknown challenger 
World Boring Organisation®^ 
ner middlewlight title in Gtaj 
govt on Saturday. That does not 
S-an Craig Camtmn£.a toe 
replacement for G, flnisonp- 

rui opponent, Anwar Oshana, 

will lack fire in h 15 

.SSSSfft ss 

KlSKSffig 

crown. Nicknamed KidFue , 

omsc He holds the WBA Con- 
tinental America super- 
welterweight title and tw no 

pushover for the InstoM. 

Tama big fen of Sieve 
Collins. I love the wav be ; fighis 
because I have a similar style, 
Cummings said. “This its going 
to be a good fight and I m com- 
ing over to Glasgow to win. 

“I’m better known in the 
States than Anwar Oshana. I 
have fought three times on 
Madison Square Garden net- 
work and I have a better record. 
I accept few people in Europe 
know of me, but they will after 
Julv 5.” 

In a recent fight Cummings 
was hospitalised after strug- 
gling to win. It was found he was 
suffering from smoke inhalation 
during the fight after a roof 
caved in while be was fighting 
a fire the previous nighL 

If Cummings beats Collins, 
he has already agreed a six- 
fight deal with his promoter, 
Frank Warren. “This fight is 
not a big pay day for me. Win- 
ning the title is more impor- 
tant I can make a lot more 
money if 1 win. 

“J’m coining to win but I 
won't month off at Collins. 1 like 
him and I respect him. He's a 
good champion. But this is a 
great chance for me to make a 
living from the sport.” 

Collins has also been praised 
by Jake La Motta. the former 
middlewight champion who will 
be at ringside on Saturday. 

“Collins is my type of fight- 
er through and through," said 
the 7S-year-old, who fought 
the great Sugar Ray Robinson 
six times in his 106 bouts. 


Evander Holyfield: 1 respect Tyson but he will not bring anything to the fight I haven’t seen before’ Photograph: Allsport 
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England 
cut down 
by Choppy 

Hockey 


BILL COLW1LL 
reports from Milton Keynes 
England Under-21 1 

Australia Under-21 3 


David Mathews, with a pem 
fol drag shot into the roof of 
net, gave England the lead i 
minutes into the second hat 
the second of their two t< 
against Australia yesterday. I 
as the Australians stepped up 
pressure in a devastating fina 
minutes, Baedon Choppy sco 
twice and Guy Bolton once 
deny England Ibc spoils. 

England, after losing 
opening game 6 - 0 on Mono 
made four changes in th 
starting line-up but- as in the I 
game, were quickly pegged b; 
on to the defensive. Only a 
ries of fine saves from Ho 
slow's Nick Taylor in goal ; 
several timely tackles from 
captain. Brett Garrard, p 
vented Australia taking the le 

indeed, so much did i 
Australips dominate the p 
that their goalkeeper was i 
called into action during the t 
half. With Mark Peam ini 
duccd into the attack after 
interval England came b: 
into the game and won two e 
ly penalty comers, with Ma 
ews putting them ahead at i 
second. 

The Australians quickly re- 
traduced their Olympi; 
Choppy, and once again fort 
England on to the defonsivi 

England’s survival was i 
helped by the temporary s 
pension of Pcam and the A 
traiian breakthrough came 
the 58th minute with Chop 
scoring from their 10th pen 
ty comer. Bolton scored so 
minutes later with Chop 
adding another. The A’ 
tralians held firm keeping < 
three England penalty corn 
in the last two minutes. 

EHGMND UNDER-21; N Taylor (Hour.* 
B Canard (Guridtard. capii, j CoUJns < 

awwdt. r ttfne WMod law. at«h a 
iTedOngEOni, M Jotreon iCam 
ASanoNttSougigalel. P Wetan lC anteft 
R WarcH Gofrffiyq 1 , T Matthews irjrtord II 
S«»«Kufe3 wed: M Peam iRwang 
Crrwtead,. j Ebsworth T 

amgroni. 

Australia Marta™ M Right 

B liwmxre. D Bufler. B Geom. c. 
Comrrens. J Bel icaou. B Chnppv, S 
GBotan. Substitutes used: T ftjqr, q D, 
IhwhCE P Bra^imn (Eng and B HMr 1 / 



Montgomerie’s French therapy 


Golf 


Colin Montgomerie returns to 
action in the EfsOQ.QOO Peugeot 
French Open at Le Golf Na- 
tional near Paris today trying to 
forget his near-miss in the US 
Open a fortnight ago. 

However, the world No 3 is 
determined to think positively 
and is using this week's tourna- 
ment as a stepping stone for the 
Open championship at Royal 
Troon in three weeks' time. 
Montgomerie, beaten by one 
shot by the new- world No 1. 
Ernie Els. at the Congressional, 
knows that the pressure will be 
on him even mure at the course 
where hLs lather is secretary. 

“I've been looking forward to 
it since it was announced as the 
venue about six years ago.” he 
said. “If I’d won at Congres- 
sional I could have relaxed, 
hut because 1 went so close 
again at the US Open 1 11 be un- 
der an even bigger spotlight 


now. There will be so much at- 
tention off the course that my 
best peace will be the five hours 
on it each day. 

Montgomerie s Open record 
is dismal to say the least - four 
missed cuts in the last five years 
- but he is determined to put 
that right He flew up for an ear- 
ly look at Troon last week. 
“That’s the first time Fve done 
that for an Open. I've played the 
course over 100 times, but what 
I’ll have is local support more 
chan local knowledge. The 
rough has grown and it will be 
a demanding test The more de- 
manding the belter from my 
point of view. I tried to tell the 
green keeper that the fairways 
were a bit wide in places, but he 
answers to the R&A. not me.” 

The Scot shed tears after bo- 
geving the 71st hole to lose to 
E/s, the man who also beat him 
in a playoff for the 1994 US 
Open, and has spent hours 
thinking about it since. “It was 
galling to come so close again. 


They say you have to lose a few. 
but I think I've paid my dues 
now. I hope that next time I'm 
in contention somebody makes 
a mistake and I win.” 

One player who has not just 
one, but two. majors to his 
name - albeit a long time ago 
- makes his first European ap- 
pearance of the season. Sandy 
Lyle, winner of the Open in 
1985 and the US Masters in 
1987, is based now on the US 
Tour, but is currently outside 
their top 120. “My exemption 
in America is for one more year; 
but if things don't work out I'll 
have to think again." he said. 

A Lyle victory this weekend 
would not only revive his career 
but also throw his hat into the 
Ryder Cup ring, with just 10 
qualifying events to go. The first 
prize is £100.000, and Lyle does 
at least have happier memories 
of Le Golf National than Mont- 
gomerie. He finished 39th last 
year, and Montgomerie missed 
the cut. 


Nicholas inspired for title defence 


Britain s Alison Nicholas has an 
early opportunity to make 
amends for the disappoint- 
ment of losing a plav-off in 
France last week when she 
defends her title in the£l 10,000 
Guardian Irish Open at 
Luttrelistnwn Castle, near Dub- 
lin. today. 

Nicholas, who lost to Hiromi 
Kobayashi from Japan at the 
first play-<<ff hole in the Evian 


Masters last Saturday, is one of 
four members of last year’s 
Solheirn Cup team in the field 
of 126. 

“I have not had a lop 10 in 
America this year, but my con- 
fidence is growing,” said 
Nicholas. 

Cheshire’s Joanne Morley/ 
Dale Reid from Scotland and 
the Barcelona-based French 
golfer Marie-La ure de Loren- 


zi are the other three Solheim 
Cup players in the field. 

Morley finished fourth in 
France last week behind De 
Lorenzi, who is back in the form 
which earned her a record sev- 
en tournament victories in 1988. 

Two weeks ago De Lorenzi 
won the Swiss Open, she leads 
the American Express merit 
table with winnings of £53,168 

from five tournaments this year. 


Equestrianism 

Genevieve murphy 




Karen Dixon reckons that she 
has two superstars among the 
Jive horses that she will be rid- 


“ Lincolnshire, where the Eu- 
ropean Open Three-Dav Event 
utiampn.nships will be held in 
September. This week, Dixon 
was added to the long list for 
Burnley with Too Smart, who 
finished eighth at Brambam 
ea rher this month. 


star event 


. : , 1 win oe no- uni 

ing in the Macallan Interna- ear 

£5 ^ is lok. 

Centre near Forres, in Moray 5 hewM ^ ^ ° f the brave and 
J* may take .woor threeS Dhnn Sl^l^ das **- 
before this claim for two six-year- for,,- **■ lootan S towards 
old hunses. The HonraS 22? ^mptonships. The two 
Bob and Upiuirix. is endorsed ,she declined the 

by the selectors. Buu if Dixon t haS” 1 ^ 6 sh ° ul ^ P»“ 

nght. the pair should prove thai run in thp ™ hc raakm S ) will 

thev are unu -.r.u.. . run ln the one-siar three-dav 

event. * 


.w . 1 — UIU mat 

IhLy are upwardly mobile hv 
Iheir performances in Morav.' 
Burgie should noi be con- 
with the lunger- 


fused 


~ niv mnger- 

establislicd venue al Burgh Icy 


event. 

a ndf t J , ' : c r ,“'"- MadMurd «h 

S , har F».-- SO in [he in- 

S,eB^ ar|tht l™ to 
Oe run ill Burgle I and six-ve af - 


old Smart Deal will 
novice two-day. 

Mark Weston’s 
doch arrived in Dixoi 

weeks ago. Formerly 
Katie Meacham,the ] 
gelding lost confide 
felting at Buighlcv la 

was entered for Bads 
year, but failed to he 

run in his preparati 

and was withdrawn. 
.Get Sharpe, who & 

with Dixon at LeUoi 
in France in 1994 a 
tendon injury at file 

foQowingyearandwa: 
whole of 1996. Last t 

international two-star 
be among the leaden 
dressage phase Lscon 
morrow afternoon 












.... w 


JO* 

'^iiV 


-• ,t.* ijlj t 


.~*i 4( ** 


• --. r, 


- *•**■* 


".'■■wEb- 

•Ji-teai 


-■~J 


7 r --*:£i l Ggi 


-'-Ns. 






-* 1.2 
■-. e. 




— !. 


dP 


r.i?u : - • .• - -■• 


s French therapy 




;-r:« 
-. • S-f 


It 

rsjjj 1 

' .' i 

■ . ’.IjsST* s 
■ . „ - UK l; 

[-.afW* 

::k^ 

"“-s iJ#t 


• : -.taftf 

- |1S< 

" ! ■' Tit-fi* > 
•■• .VjkJre 

'•' ‘ -jj** 


for title 


defence 


_ 









ir 










t> 


& -■ -> — 


THE INDEPENDENT - THURSDAY 26 JUNE 1997 


29 


sport 



Bath face a 
tough time 
in Europe 


Bath face a severe test of their 
credentials in the Heineken 
Europe Cup this season after 
being drawn in the same group 
as the holders, Brive, and the 
Welsh champions, Pontypridd. 

The West Country men face 
a stiff task in their quest to seal 
a quarter-final berth in a new, 
expanded competition. Their 
opening game sees a repeat of 
last year's pool match against 
Pontypridd in Sardis Road. 
Bath lost on that occasion and 
will realise the extent of their 
tasfc this year. 

The 20 top dubs, provinces 
and districts in Europe have been 
split into five pools fear the third 
year of the competition, which 
will be televised by Sky TV. 
Prize money has increased from 
£140,000 last season to £400.000. 
This time it has been intro- 
duced from the quarter-final 
stage, with each of the last eight 
collecting £15,000. From the 
semi-finals onwards the money 
has been doubled - £40,000 for 
each of the last four and anoth- 
er £60,000 for the finalists. 

With each competing team 
also having the revenue to bank 
from one extra home match 
next season, they can look for- 
ward to a huge increase on their 
pool gate receipts. 

“We are looking forward to 
an even better competition this 
year. Everyone is more experi- 


enced in European rugby and 
folly aware of what is required 
to succeed," said Toro Kieman, 
the chairman of European Rug- 
by Cup Ltd 

The six rounds of pool 
matches, with each team play- 
ing their group opponents 
home and away for the first 
time, will take place on con- 
secutive weekends from 6 Sep- 
tember through to 12 October. 

The five pool winners will au- 
tomatically qualify for the quar- 
ter-finals, whfle the re mainin g 
three places will be decided in 
i due to be played on the 
weekend in November. 
Those matches will be played 
between the five pool runners- 
up and the best-placed third 
team from the five pools. 

The Courage League champ- 
ions. Wasps, are joined in Pool 
B by Swansea, Glasgow and Ul- 
ster. Last years beaten finalists, 
Leicester, are drawn in the same 
group as the team they beat in 
the semi-finals, Toulouse, to- 
gether with Leinster and Milan. 

Wiles have still to decide 
their last two teams in the com- 
petition. Cardiff and Llanelli 
booked their places but are 
currently in dispute with the 
Welsh Rugby Union over a 
"golden share" issue, and have 
been threatened with eviction 
from Europe if they do not ac- 
cept the terms. 


Premier leaguers: Lions (clockwise from top left) Scott Gibbs, John Bentley, Alan Tait and Allan Bateman prospering in union after spells in 13-a-side game Photographs: Allsport 


‘Northern’ code conquers the veld 


Silver lining for 
Scots’ stand-in 





If followers of rug- 
by league in Britain 
can draw any com- 
fort from global 
events over the 
past couple of 
weeks, it is that union's suc- 
cesses in South Africa owe 
much to the other code. 

While European Super 
League dubs have been losing 
heavily in the World Club 
Championship, players who 
could have been involved in that 
competition have instead been 
sharing the Lions’ euphoria in 
Cape Tbwn. 

Take Alan Tbit, for instance. 
Oh, sorry, you already have. The 
scorer of the clinching tiy in the 
first Test at Newlands spent 
most of last season playing 
league in Leeds’ reserve side, 
not considered good enough for 
a first team which won only six 


Super League matches all year. 
Either standards in league and 
union are even further aparl 
than those in Australian and 
British Super Leagues, or some- 
thing remarkable has happened 
to him since. 

He was always a handsome 
attacking foil-back in league, but 
Leeds supporters will have 
smirked at paeans from the lour 
to his. pace and defensive 
soundness, remembering not 
just Marlin Offiah at Wembley 
but lesser mortals at more ob- 
scure venues standing him up. 

Hut's last league coach, in the 
stiffs at Headingley, was Paul 
Fletcher, now in charge of 
Bramley. "He had a toe injury 
and an operation and he strug- 
gled with his form," he re- 
called. “Then in the back of his 
mind was the idea that his fu- 
ture lay elsewhere, so his com- 


The Lions’ successes in South Africa 
owe much to those players with a rugby 
league past, says Dave Hadfield 


milment wasn't quite there. He 
always had flair, though, and I’m 
delighted for the way it’s gone 
for him." 

Then there is Scott Gibbs, 
.that itchy-footed individual 
whose motto should surely he: 
“How green is the grass in the 
next valley?" 

St Helens would have loved 
to keep him, but they knew that 
they had no chance of doing so 
once he decided on a change of 
direction back to union. Sig- 
nificantly. they have retained his 
rugby league registration in 
case of another change of mind 
and there was even a serious 
suggestion that he might make 


a one -match return to Saints to 


play at Wembley. 


ijbbs’ suspension for throw- 
ing a punch has given even those 
who acknowledge the extra di- 
mension thaL experience in 
league has given the Lions the 
chance for some counter-pro- 
paganda. He must have learned 
such tricks - unknown in the 15- 
a-side game - "Up North”. 

I can assure you that he 
knew how to throw the occa- 
sional punch long before he ever 
pulled on a Saints jersey. And, 
although he ran and tackled 
from the start of his league ca- 
reer like a small bull, he also 
knew how to miss the odd one 


through faulty positioning. As 
we saw on Saturday, when he 
slipped off Gary leichmann. he 
has not lost that trait. 

John Bentley is a different 
case from either Tail or Gibbs. 
He is still a contracted player 
with Halifax - although you 
would hardly know it - and 
merely on loan to Newcastle 
and the Lions. 

Halifax were glad enough to 
have the money in return for his 
services and it is a moot point 
whether his presence on the 
field in Australia, rather than 
prowling the touchline in Cape 
Town, would have made much 
difference to an embarrassing 
series of hammerings. The ev- 
idence from South Africa, 
though, is that he might have 
bolstered battered team spirits. 

Allan Bateman proved his 
credentials as a league man by 


holding down a first-team place 
at Cronulla. now one of Aus- 
tralia's more impressive sides in 
the WCC like him, David 
Young could have been in the 
Lions' first Test team, and Scon 
Quinnell - on whom Wigan 
worked so hard and productively 
- surely would have been if fit. 

It adds up to a significant con- 
tribution from a rival code 
which cannot, on its recent 
showing, afford to be quite so 
generous. Apart from the loss 
of some worthwhile man-pow- 
er. the union alternative makes 
it fiendishly difficult to impose 
a salary cap in league. 

But that is league's problem, 
not rugjby union’s. In the mean- 
time, if they run short of can- 
didates for international 
immortality, 1 understand there 
are some useful lads running 
around in Leeds’ A team. 


Scotland's development squad, 
the Silver Thistles, ran in sev- 
en tries as they beat Whikalo’s 
Under-21 team 41-18 in New 
Zealand yesterday. 

A local player, Mike Dawes, 
standing in for the full-back 
Campbell Aitken, claimed four 
of the tries with Iain Sinclair. 
Gareth Flockhart and Alan Bul- 
loch also scoring. Mark McKen- 
zie converted two of the tries and 


lacked one successful penalty. 

home foi 


Aitken, who went home for 
family reasons, flies back to 
New Zealand later this week but 
Matt McG randies is returning to 
Scotland, having suffered a shin 
injury. 

Argentina have dropped 
three players and made two po- 
sitional changes for the second 
Test against New Zealand on 
Saturday. The winger Thomas 
Solan, who scored the Pumas’ 


only try in their 93-8 loss in 
Wellington last week, has been 
replaced by Diego Alban ese 
and up front Roberto Travagli- 
ni comes in for flanker Christ- 
ian Viel and Mario Ledesma for 
hooker Carlo Promanzio. 

Rolando Martin, last week's 
blindside flanker, switches to 
open side and Eacundo Soler 
moves to right wing from the 
left Solan and Promanzio have 
been demoted to the bench. 

The promotion of AJbanese 
and Travaglini, both 23, result- 
ed from their performance in 
Tuesday's 26-10 loss to l&rana- 
Iri, the Pumas’ coach, Jose 
Irahoff, said yesterday. 


ARGENTINA (v How ZoAmd. soconTTesC 


Hamilton. Saturday): E taado; F Soler, 
Srrxna. D Albanese. LArtxzu (capftGQue- 
sada, F-Miranda; P Camertncta, R Manm, G 
Liams. P Sportster. R Trawaftnl. M Ftegsa- 
rdo. M Ledesma, H Gran. Replacements 
(from): C Barrea. T Solan, AN Other, C Pio- 
mando. 0 Hasan, P Boca. 


Australian leagues look ready for a compromise 


Rugby League 


DAVE HADFIELD 


The Australian Rugby League 
has, for the first time, an- 
axmeed that ft is wiffing to work 
with Super League in that coun- 
try to devise a Combined 14- 
leam competition for next 
season. 

Chibs have effectively been 
put on notice that they should 
seek mergers or relocations 
that will create a unified na- 
tional competition for 1998, 

Those unwilling or unable to 
establish their credentials mil be 
invited to play in a new league, 
which will be, to all intents and 
purposes, a second division. 


The biggest step so far to- 
wards re-unification comes in 
the week that John Ribol 
formally stands down as the 
chief executive of Australian 
Super League, thus no doubt 
helping the prospect of a 
compromise. 

Some ARL dubs, like North 
Sydney and Manly, have already 
been bolding amalgamation 
talks with just this eventuality 
in mind. But others, from 
both camps, will find all the 
choices they are faced with 
- merger, relocation and drop- 
ping down a level - equally 
unpalatable. However, doubts 
about the willingness of the ca- 
ble operation, Optus, to con- 
tinue funding a separate ARL 


competition will focus minds 
wonderfully. 

One immediate consequence 
of an Australian compromise 
would be that the World Club 
Championship will not be 
played in its present font) next 
season, or indeed ever again. 

A distressingly one-sided 
first-round of matches has al- 
ready made the concept un- 
sustainable in its current shape, 
but a deal in Australia will 
make it physically impossible to 
accommodate in the game’s 
calendar. The British authori- 
ties, however, will be keen to sec 
an annual play-off between the 
top four on both sides of the 
globe built into the settlement. 

Another consequence of 


peace in Australia, the Leeds 
chief executive, Gaiy Helher- 
ington. believes, would be the 
availability of a higher calibre 
of overseas player to the British 
game next season. 

*T would defend alot of the 
Australian players over here this 
season - especially those at 
Leeds -from the criticism they 
have been taking over the last 


couple of weeks,” he said. 


Jut it would be great to get 


the really top quality players 
raua 


from Australia and that may 
happen when the two competi- 
tions there come together. 

“There are going to be elite 
players looking for a club and 
it would be tremendous to see 
some of the stars who have been 


exciting our fans in the World 
Gub Championships." 

One aspect of the fall-out 
from the first phase of the 
WCC. was discussed last night 
when Wigan’s directors tried 
to decide what to do about NeQ 
Cowie, the prop who was sent 
home early from Australia af- 
ter missing a training session. 

If Cowie is placed on the 
transfer list, several clubs whose 
forward strength, or lack of it. 
has been exposed during the 
World Clubs Championship 
could be interested in giving him 
a fresh start 

■ Widnes Vikings have signed 
23-year-old Castleford Tigers’ 
forward Sean Richardson on a 
month's loan. 


BAF appeals against Modahl 


Athletics 


The British Athletic Federation 
has begun its second attempt to 
block a £480.000 legal claim by 
Diane Modahl over a disputed 
drug test. 

Last year, the High Court 
ruled against the BAF’ and al- 
lowed ModahJ’s case to go 
ahead, but the BAF went to the 
Court of Appeal yesterday to ar- 
gue that the former Common- 
wealth 800m champion did not 
have a sustainable claim to 
seek the damages. 

Modahl, who was at the hear- 
ing with her husband and coach, 
Vicente, is seeking to recover 
the £480.000 she spent on legal 


and medical costs in challeng- 
ing a four-year drug ban hand- 
ed out by the BAF. 

The ban was imposed after 
drug tests in Lisbon in 1994 pur- 
ported to show a high level of 
testosterone in Modahl’s body. 
But Modahl maintained the 
tests were flawed and the ban 
was later lifted by an appeal tri-' 
buna! and the International 
Amateur Athletic Federation af- 
ter doubts were cast over the ac- 
curacy of the results. 

Modahl says the Lisbon lab- 
oratory which carried out the 
urine tests was not accredited 


by the International Olympic 
Committee or the IAAF.so that 


the BAF had no jurisdiction to 
discipline her. 


Modahl is also seeking a 
similar figure in punitive dam- 
ages over the way her case was 
handled by the BAF. 

The 31 -year-old is also chal- 
lenging the High Court's ruling 
from a year ago which struck out 
her claim of bias on the part of 
the BAF disciplinary commit- 
tee. The judges reserved judge- 
ment to a later date. 

■The Swedish high-jumper Pa- 
trik Sjoberg is a doubtful starter 
for the World Championships 
in Athens later this s umm er af- 
ter suffering an injury over the 
weekend. The three-time 
Olympic medallist pulled a 
muscle at a "Superstars” com- 
petition on Sunday, and was led 
off the field limping badly. 


RACING RESULTS 


EPSOM 

64ft 1.CALCHAS (S SandareJ evens tain 
2. Man Mtacfte 100-30; 3. Overtne, 3-jL 

5 ran. 5. 3. (Sir Mark Prescott). TcAe: £23% 

CLIO, £2.40. DF: £3.10. CSF: 1430. 

7-10: 3. PURCHASING POWER (P* Efl- 
day) 7-2 toe 2. IWn Creeks il l; 3. 


tot 20-1. 13 ran. Vh. 2‘A. IN CangerA. 

~ ,00, £3.10. £6.90. DR 


Tote: £3.50; £2.00, — - , 

£17. 7ft CSF; £38.05. 7/fosst £63332. Tnoc- 
£12&60.NR: Imputed. 


CHESTER 

6LS0: X. BREAKTOE JULES IK Daleyi 2-5 
(air; 2 . MeokCo PrfncMa 16-1; 3. Whittle 
Bnefc 9-2. 6 ran. 7. 3%. |M ftpai. Tote: 
£1.40: £130. £2.60. DR £530. CSF: 
£7 £3. 

7JKfclKXTHRWSPET(ACurane) ^2 
few; 2. Urad 11-1; 3. Ressyel 7-1 6 ran. 
1\. 3. (Mis M Rawfcy. KTota: £2.60: £140. 
£430. DF: £17.70. CSF: £26.69. 


■ ■ Richard Fahey must find a 
jockey for the Curragh tomor- 
row night afteT John Carroll was 


ruled out ofpartnering Colours 
The trainer 


lb Gold. The trainer’s first- 
choice rider will be serving the 
first day of a two-day suspen- 
sion, which he had thought 
would not come into effect un- 
til the following day. 

Carroll’s agent, Richard 
Hale, said: “Wien John got 


to ride, which is a shame as the 
filfy has got a good chance.” 

Colours For Gold, who made 
a winning debut at Hamilton 
last month;. is running in the 
Goffs £100,000 Challenge, a 
race restricted to horses cata- 
logued at the Goffs £100,000 
Challenge Sale last October. 
■ Ed Dunlop announced yes- 
terday that the top-weight, 
Jiyush, will miss Saturday’s 
“Newcastle Brown Ale” 
Northumberland Plate. As a re- 
sult. the weights for the 
f 100,000-added Newcastle con- 
test will rise by a minimum of 
6fb. with Lord Jim now set to 
head the handicap on 9st 101b. 

The four-year-old, quoted at 
14-1 for the two-mile handicap 

by WflliamHDi this morning, was 

seventh in the Gold Clip at Roy- 
al Ascot last week. His absence 
will enable Richard Ouinn to ride 
the favourite, Windsor Castle, 
whose weight will rise to 8st 81b. 

“I Tbte Credit offices on race- 


banned at Royal Ascot last 
Wednesday we thought it would 
start on the Friday, nine days 
later. Then the paper said it was 
the Saturday and Sunday so we 
took that as right and he was 
booked to ride Colours For 


courses will no longer be al- 
' aard prices on 


Gold. 

“But he got a letter this 


VUl ll» ft* ftlf**— 

morning saying the ban starts 
on Friday so he won't be able 


lowed to offer bo: , . 

meetings elsewhere. The deci- 
sion was taken by the Horser- 
ace Belting Levy Board at their 
monthly meeting in London. 
The Board made the move af- 
ter, last month, confirming its 
poliev of approving betting in 
on -course betting offices only at 
starting price. 


SPORTING DIGEST 


Athletics 

TUESDAY’S LATE RESULTS: TUrta MeflW- 

Uunuliimirtir MnirirTrr 
LOPOsaTzS Osawh (Uhl 1035; 3 C Oc- 
cDBia (it) 10.40. 400BC 1 D harrnea ruga) 
4AJ 7; 2 S LouamaWa (M 0 46.0*Tm m 
rat rGBi 46.46. soon: 1 W637: 

2 N Kaftan (Befi 1:46.52: 3 BUM* i ffto) 
1:4636. 3,000m: 1 GO) Kwpfe Wl 7:4931: 
2 M Peaonra (In 7:49.89: 3B taJtami (Mor) 
7SL37T 120 m bunflea: 1 A Nfttt (fteO 
13.78; 2 S PWW) (Bod MJJO; 3 JtMtons 
<US 1 14j07. 400p» hurdtas: 1 S Mctott Earn) 
4&62: 2 Y Smq Uaoen) 4934: 31 Fm Sen) 


Baseball 

AMERICAN LEAGUE: Ondand 10 Hnnesoa 
5c New YnA Ytetera 12 Draw ft Beam BToav 


to 6: Cteago vwwa Sm 4 Kansas Qw 0: Bab 
- - iTTarasKOamnd 


more 6 Anetera i 


Long tuns: 1 i Bocttod CJam> 8.4S\ 2 
{Sen) e. 12: 3 Y Ffaunta iRusl 8.03. U>» 
IS UaWnMRud 61.76: 2 SSbtOO HQ 6ip6: 
8 OFaW TO 6Ctra HamnMK 1 B 


NATIONAL LEAOUE San Rancaeo 4 Sant 
1: Cnoreisti 7 uantnaal 6 (10 r 

4PMa*tonBl;NswYcrtuats6«aartQ5:Pta- 
bmgt 8 Houston 3; St Lous 7 Chicago Cute 2; 
Coforedo 6 Los Anfletea 2. 

AMERICAN icaiaiF 
EAST DfMSION 

W 

Baltimore — 49 

NY Yankees 42 

Toronto 33 


cessful defence of his W80 and in- 
tBmaoonas Boxing Federation inter- 
continentai belts when he fights the lit- 
tie krxwn German fijjTcef; Gagtg Wiacfta- 
trjan, this weekend. TTiaxton. from 
Norwich, would fight either the rtafen 
Giovanni Rare or the feBow Briton Nigel 
Wenton for the work! tide. 


(Fr> Banesto +38; 9 A Casern (Spi Bariesto 
+37; 10 J L Ruoera tSp) Ketme +42. Om- 
al stamftngK 1 Bosnfcnan 19tr linm 32sec 
2 Escamn +136; 3 Casern +£38: 4 A 
UraietXttUU (So) ONCE +2:10: 5 Tonkov 
+2:12: 6 M Zarrebems (Spi ONCE +220; 7 
AdonablSp)Euled +ZUtlB\ 
(NetmTVM +2:43; 9 De las Cuevas +2 
UD ctarero 2:50. 


Rugby League 


ARL STATE OF OWW SERIES (S^*k*): 


18 Now South wates . 
Mata uto series 2 - 1 ). 


Cricket 


81.62. Women: lOOnc 1 M Jones UJSj 
UXBsec 2 N Voeneta Tta) 1129: 3A B*ar 

SUHlIKSSMSS a&m 

6.70. Pole *m4fc IE SzemaredifttoW 4.20m; 

2 s Oogla OJS) V& 3 S Atamae (Run 380. 
mceniofaianaBonel mu lin g Men: lfltenc 

2 K WDtertafT (US) ln-llMC a V tan £r- 
son (US) 1D36; 3 1 Mad* KB. 1033. 40Wnt 
1 B Rmnta OJS} 44»5 : 2 D Mtoor (US) 4587; 

3 J Baud (GBI 45.63. llftn buftflem 2 T 
Dees (US) 13.46; 2 C Jackson iGB) 1355; 3 


Detroit. 


— 34 
— 32 


L PCT GB 
23 .681 - 

32 .568 8 

38 465 1S». 
40 .459 IS 

40 .444 17 


the weather had the final say in the sec- 
ond Test between the West Indies and 


Sn larka, which ended n a thriBng eftw 
on the fifth day at Amos Vale. St Vin- 


cent, on Tuesday night CtiBSinga wc- 
3, Sri Lanka were 233 


toiy target of 269, 


CamtAL DIVISION 
Cleveland 38 


Cbieago WSax 36 

Milwaukee 35 


33 .535 - 

37 .493 3 

36 .493 3 

37 .479 4 

40 .459 SW 


for 8 when poor light halted ptay with 
16 owere sriB Schedule ‘ 


WEST DMSJON 

Seattle —A3 

Aaehefcn —40 

Texas 36 


OeMand. 


-31 


32 873 - 

34 .541 2S 

37 .493 6 

46 .403 13 


L Hsmiwon (US) *13.63. Triple tamp: 1 A 
^ — m; 2 N MontonjSAe 


Aseiedcfienfca (Hus) 16.98m; L .. — - 
(ZknOl 16.76; 3 A Murphy (Aus! 16. 69. 
Women: 100m: l C ArtfusauuM Util 11.08; 
2 CTa{*n (US) 1153: 3 C Mcnd»-Wto» (US1 
11.53: ISOObk 1 A Mfeyermann (Switz) 
j«4«: 2 M Ewan (See) 405.49: 3 M 
Chcrtre (Cut) 4:12.45: 200m hutfetelL Eiv 


NATIONAL LEAGUE 
EAST DIVISION 

ANenta 47 

Roflrfa. 


Juled to be bowtecL 
Heavy rain ensued, preventing a re- 
sumption of play. The West Indies won 
the two- match series 1-0 Biter the* sa- 
wicket uictoiy in the opening match m 
Antigia. 

The Incfia’s Cricket Control Board has 
Ofted its two-year international ban on 
the off-spinner Rajesfi Chauhan, who 
was suspected of throwing by the In- 
ternational Cricket Council. 


Football 

Damien Duff scored a ‘golden goal* in 
the filth manure of sudden-death extra 
time to gfc the Republic of Ireland a 
2-1 win over Morocco in the second 
round ol the World \buth Championship 
in Malaysia yesterday. - 
TRANSFERS: lysadm CMstte (forward) 
enemy id Manatekt AMan Hewtmwa (for- 
ward) Wmbiedcn to FuOwn. 

WORLD CUP Aslan Zona Grub Four 
(M 94 ): Oman 2 W-Areftrt 44. Hassan 89) 
Macao O: Japan 3 ( Nshtewa 45, K Nina 73. 
87) Nepal O. 

WORLD YOUTH OaUMONSMP (Malaysia) 


Rugby Union 

HBNEXEN EUROPEAN CUP (Fhat-routa 
draw): 6/7 September: Pool A: Leinster v 
TnJouse; Leicester w Mian. Pool B: Swansea 
vVteracUsiervGtaB9w.nM)C:arMv8v 
ders; Pontypridd v Bath. Pool D: Harlequins v 
Munaer Bougcfo v Wales 4. Pool E:Caie- 
done v wales 3; Trewso v Pan. 1V24 Sop- 
taratan Pool A: Mdan v Touiouee: Letata * 
Lewaster. Pool EfeGtagBwv wasps; Swansea 
v Ulster. Pool C: Bath v Bordets; BmetrPon- 


. Pool Dc Wales 4 v Munstac Hanequns 
3; CSferio- 


typndd.Pooi 

V Bcxmn. Pool Er Pau v WaJas 3; 
ria u frewo. 20/21 SeptamtaR Pool A: 
Toufousa v Leicester Mflan v Laanar. Pool 
B: Wisps v Jtsur, Gtegpw v Swansea. Pool 
C: Borders v Pont^ndd; Bath v Brive. Pool D: 
Mranr v Bougwi; VWta 4 v tariersm. Pool 
E: Wales 3 v Trawso; Psu v C^edona. 27«8 
Soptombon Pool A: ToutauBav Mttan; Letes- 


Branl 10 Beraum O; Un^uay 
» IMSSICO 0: R£+ 


ter v LerflSter. Port B; Wasps v Glasgpw: IB- 
star v Swansea Pool C: Borders v Bt 


3 Unrted Staas 0: France 

pubtc d Ireland 2 Morocco 1 /after sudden- 
deatn eoa time). 


Boh; 


New Yo* Mots. -43 
Montreal 42 


iei 1904; 3 


D Bote it® 13;« H^i jtaw X A Brad- 
bum (US) l£8iK 2 O Kattunna /Htisl 1 
3 S cacusd: (Sw« L87. 


PtdlaMpUa 23 

CENTRAL DIVISION 

Ho uston— ... .3 7 
PHtsbwtfi 35 

St Louis . 


28 .627 - 

30 .565 as 
32 .573 4 

32 .568 4>> 
50 315 23 


Badminton 

Darren Hafl fos sapped to third place 
* the national rantares after seen wars 
as the und^ufed Bndsb No 1. Haf has 
lost his position after an AcWHes injuiy 
prevented wm from playing in the na- 
tional championships and three of the 
Bierds Provident tournaments. The new 
No 1 s Kent's Peter Knowtes, thanks 
ID his victory in the nauonats and his 

>sful Frit 


Onctonatl 31 

CbtaatioCuta — 29 

WEST DIVISION 

San Ftamdoeo —43 

Colorado .4 0 

LosAnfatea — —37 
Sen Diego 32 


39 .487 - 

40 .467 U 

40 .459 2 

43 .419 5 

46 387 7^ 


Cycling 

TOUR OF SWITZERLAND Until stag* 
(295J9hms, Watrikon to Davos) Landing 
no s Mo nr lOCamenelnd (Swai 5hr 17nVn 
22 aec 2 J Utah (Ger) lmin 6 sec 3 1 PwpoH 
00 same time; 4 F Garcia Casas ISp) 1U.4; 
S S Garre* (hj 22B; 6 D Ntessen iNotfi): 7 
F Cffiagrendp ill); 6 S Gonachar HIM; 9 J 


Motor racing 

Gefcsnr Berger, the Austrian Formula 
One dnvec has withdrawn torn Sunday's 
French Grand Prn because he needs 
further test after surgery for a sinus In- 
fection. The veteran Benetton driver 
plans ® return for the British Grand Pr» 
at SSverstone on 13 Jidy. 


Jaksehe (Ger) same amr. 10 B Aerg (9 mU 

ness it 


at same dme. Ovona Btamin*. iCAe- 
rKAitio (Frj 3338.-02: 2 0 Camonztnd {9 mu 
2:0ft 3J Utecfi (Geri 420; 4 D Alkortfl Ex- 


32 373 - 

36 326 n 
38 .433 6 

43 .427 3JL 


lebema (Sp) 532: S R Metw (Swt) 6: 18; 6 
F Garoa Casas (Spi 


successful Friends series. 


Boxing 

Jon Thaidon s sei fir a shot at the Worid 
Boxing Organisation Hgit welterweight 
tftte later this year tf he makes a suc- 


i (Sp) 622: 7 D Nardelo (ft) 
&48;BGareali(Rl 7:17: 9 P Buscnor (dMQ 
726; W L FWpsfr (KJ 756. 
lueSOMTS LATE RESUUftlbv of Cateknla 
Staff! stags {100km, Can TtamMas to 
Ptaj* da Ani) Leoctod poiiSaiws 1 F Eseartn 
(Sp) Ke(nfo 4fr IffVrt 4064c; 2 D Ctawis (Sp) 
Tose# + 8 sec 3 C Boardman Gan +9sac; 
4 P Tertflw (ftja) Mapei +14; 5 E Zama (ttj 
Asks +23: 8 M Serrano (Sp) Kama +23; 7 
A Staler (tad Ascs +23; 8 A de (as Cueras 


Pools dividends 

UntEWOODS: Trobte ChaacK ISpte 
£63.65; ftalMtaia £1,188.10 Qlnz ma*». 
Fora iftjaM £7.15 ipak} on 3). Tan hoaraa 
£1.80. Six raass £7 
ZETTEBS: TmUo Ctam: 15pto£3. Tftrna 


PDnQpitdd v Bnwa. Pool D: Master v WMbs 
4; Bougon v Harlequins. Pool & Wales 3 * 
Pmr. Trevao v Catedonla. 475 Octotan Pod 
A: Leicester vToulouss; lamsteryMian. Paid 
B: Usier v Wasps; Swansea v Glasgow. Pool 
C: Pontypnod v Boroere: Bme v Batn. Pool D: 
Bou^wi v Muster, HariesMnsvVIfeta 4. Pool 
& TiMso V wales 3; Caiedone V Pau. U /12 
Ocsuwft Pool A:TmAwM v Lamsur; Milan 
vLefoesnr.PooltoWaspsvSwansearGta- 

EH V Ulstef. Pool C: Borders v Bnw; Bath v 
ftrtyprtdd. Pod De Musrau Hariaqras; Wtees 
4 v sours*). Pool Ei Wales 3 v Catedma: 
Pauv Treviso. 

TUBnmrs late results: Toar oaWws 
(NewasUe, NSW): Australian Barbaras 26 
France 25: [New Plymouth, NZ): Taranaki 26 
Aignraia 10. 


draw* £18. E Wrt homo* U- Ste awayc 

T2523. 


flat lucky Bontare 21 19 » 26 25 L_. 
fflfllitNS: Treble chance: ISpts £2.05. 
Foot (haw* £3057; BEMs home* £0J5. 
sft aways £ 1 . 10 . 

VERNONS: Tratoe chance: lBptt £2055. 
tone BWeMoify seen* A4L Second sno 
diw dMdends canceled). 


Table tennis 

Hopes are recedng that the Engfeh'feWe 
fermte Association can had on to 
Soren Ahlen, the England men’s team 
captain and coach. Resided as one 
of the top four coaches in the world, 
Ahlen is bemg head-htmted by Japan 
and is Skely to accept the salary being 
offered, which wtB be larger than that 
on offer from England. 


TODAY’S FIXTURES 


Cricket 


nmwta INSURANCE COUNTY 

(Rut day er flair, ISA Hard: Soottaub Era 1 
Demyttre. Hwv- Gtamo'&w 1 


tor Lefc«siB«ia» v wuMcWn. ueon: Nonarnp- 

tDOStVOVGVXlC ■ — 


tencawaa. Hatedf We i 
TOUR KA1CH ISnad Say ot ttnt. UJteOM Parts 
RWMfctette'UnMreinsvAiaraia uxnJoyjei- 
Knsyt 

AXA UK IEABUE (Onteday, BJfc DM Onto Suroj 
r rv u n ui ana ia me . 

OOCMMtel 


imk Bvtowi Msatera I: 

teitair • Surey. ' 


>(S» 


BtUlfM. 


QOUCCB- 


aateev Nomamptrama. laarateurae invto 


vYommra. NMOiPar- 
v Lancuhlre. Uoretey: wanadten 


WOKO YOUIMCKUmBHP Saeaad mte 
and v Auanu 1 UUSaml nr Joiw aaru, 


Sp— d w y 

ELITE lEACUE: IpSUcti v EeRbOUM (730). 
raoaoi KWBUE: teefMd v I745L 


Other sports 

1ENM& Al En0HM anfifoorata, 01.0 (tot) (VWn- 


TODAY'S 

NUMBER 


| Hie number of goals that Brazil 
have scored in just six games | 
at 'football's World Youth 
Championships in Malaysia, 
after iesterda/s KK) wfn wee I 
Bei^um in fre second round. ' 
“It was a game that was nev- 
i er a game," ArieUacobs, Bel- 1 
| gjum’s coach, said. 
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WIMBLEDON 97 


Richard Edmondson identifies the 20 best ways of passing the time at Wimbledon when it rains 


Court circus 
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Gary Lineker once fe- 
vsF mousty cited Teletext as 
the only way to watch Wim- 
bledon play football. Je world 
has moved on and there are 
now such useftri tools as the 
Internet farthe price ofa fo- 
cal telephone call, anybody in 


who fellow tennisaife they-i 
watched rt on the jntemg 
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Woukl-be spectators wander about the Wimbledon concourse in between compiling lists and regular trips to the bank 


Photograph: David Ashdown ; 


With all this, who needs tennis? 




Twenty things to 
do when it rains 
at Wimbledon: 

1 Get wet. 

2 Start com- 
piling lists. 

3 Go for a sherbet (at the 
bon-bon stall). Heap a bag full 
of sweets and assorted confec- 
tionery. Enjoy some of the 
players’ favourites such as De- 
von toffee (Karen Cross), 
peanut crackle (Jeff Tarango) 
and min i .Mars (Venus 
Williams). 

4 Thank your friends in the 
office for coming up with orig- 
inal feature ideas. 

5 Get an Independent plastic 
cape, the superior, thinking 
spectator’s garment, available 
exclusively to those who pur- 
chase a copy of Britain's 


favourite newspaper in the 
SW19 environs. Only while 
stocks and the rain last. 

6a Grab a mid-morning 
snack. Try a prawn and may- 
onnaise baguette at £3.75, tra- 
ditional lemonade at a rather 
untraditional £1.70 and straw- 
berries and cream from a poly- 
styrene punnet. At £1.85 a shot 
this values each individual 
strawberry as a jewel at about 
18.5p each. 

6b Go to the on-site Barclays 
bank. 

7 Consider that it could be 
worse. In 1991, Only 52 of the 
240 scheduled matches had 
been completed after the first 
four days. The Monday was 
washed out and just 50 minutes 
play was possible on the 
Wednesday. 


8 Consult your programme 
and identify the future careers 
of this fortnight's participants. 
The easier ones are: Claire 
Thylor (GB), Patrick Rafter 
(Aus), Scott Draper (Aus), Jim 
Courier (US). Marcelo Char- 
pen tier (Arg) and Mandy 
Whinwright (GB). 

9 Participate in the rich his- 


tory of The Championships 
and take home a relic of style 


and take home a relic of style 
and substance. Specially mint- 
ed cigarette lighters, coasters 
and fnsbees are available from 
the Wimbledon Lawn Tennis 
Museum Shop. 

10 Have your correspon- 
dence imprinted with an official 
stamp at the Wimbledon Post 
Office. 

11 Consult your programme 
and indentify the cars and au- 


tomobile parts associated with 
this fortnight's participants. 
The earner ones are: Luke and 
Murphy Jensen (US), Leizel 
Hom (SA), Bernardo Mota 
(Pot), Wayne Ferreira (SA) 
and Petra Langrova (Cz Rep). 

12 lake an alfresco seat on 
the outside courts and watch 
the plastic bubbles' wobbling 
gently in the watery wind (sur- 
prisingly popular). 

13 Something for the mid- 


week. Patrol the All-England 
chemists shop and wonder at 


chemists shop and wonder at 
the untouched rows of sunburn 


lotion stocked hopefully down 
the whole side of one wall. 


the whole side of one wall. 

14a Join the queue at the 
Wingfield Restaurant in the 
new Court One complex for a 
spot to eat Hick your napkin 
in for the luncheon at £26.75, 


which includes the Wingfield 
Salad (an infusion of crisp 
leaves with bacon lard o ns etc), 
or go for the seafood alterna- 
tive at £52.95. 

14b Return to Barclays. 

15 Alternatively, avoid the 
queues and attend Lose ley’s ice 
cream kiosk for an Acacia hon- 
ey and stem ginger tub, an ex- 
plosion ou the palate and not 
in the pocket. 

16 Consult your programme 
and identify the places identi- 
fied with this fortnight's partic- 
ipants. The easier ones are: 
Grant Stafford (S A), Francisco 
Montana (US), Lindsay Dav- 


17 Descend into the grotto 
of another emporium, the 
Wimbledon Shop. Invest in a 
delightful pottery figurine for 
your grandmother or purchase 
bag-ruining merchandise such 
as the logo-ed combs, wallets 
and key-rings- 

18 Line up to buy a phone 
card and then line up to use the 


public phone. Ring your 
friends and family and tell 
them what a great rime you are 
having as the rain beats on the 
window. 

19 Go to the pressbox with 
a skip-full of ideas and come to 
the rescue of hordes of dis- 
tressed journalists from around 
the globe operating at the nadir 
of originality. 

20 Prepare another list for 
the following day. 


tegral part of Wimbledon for 
these purposes). 


Don't look now: TVro spectators sporting the smart visitor’s 
outfit of choice at Wimbledon yesterday 

Photograph: David Ashdown 


No tears for demise 
of old No 1 court 


Dreekmann is man 
to raise the roof 


From Jonahs to Jonas 


The new No 1 Court, built 
: (/ n at a cost of £100m, has 

■ 'Sfi' haan ucarmhr rpr-piuprl ftf- 


J0HN ROBERTS 


The name Hendrik Dreekmann 
probably means little, if anything, 
to those who huddled beneath 
umbrellas in the grounds of the 
AU England Club yesterday. 

A glance at the programme 
conveys that the 22-year-old 
German, ranked No 78, is due 
to play Pete Sampras in the sec- 
ond round when normal service 
resumes in SW19. Butin Halle, 
Westfalen. Dreekmann is ac- 
knowledged as the player who 
put a roof on lawn tennis. 

Initially, Gerry Weber, the 
German fashion designer, and a 
business associate became so 
frustrated trying to book in- 
door courts that they decided to 
build their own. Weber and his 
friends used the courts for their 
own amusement, and then a let- 
ter arrived from Dreekmann ’s fa- 
ther, Jurgen, explaining that the 
boy was a promising player who 
could not get coaching locally. 

Hendrik was invited to play 
on the courts, and Weber hired 
a coach. Ion Geanta, to train a 
small squad of juniors. Dreek- 
mann made impressive 
progress, and the coach told 
Weber that the youngster need- 
ed to be able to play and prac- 
tice on outdoor courts. 

Weber purchased land from 


a local farmer, and built outdoor 
courts with day or concrete sur- 
faces. Dreekmann won nation- 
al junior titles, was runner-up in 


the European championships 
and a semi-finalist at the Orange 
Bowl in Honda. 

Encouraged by this, Weber 
was persuaded to promote tour- 
naments at his tennis complex, 
graduating to satellite and chal- 
lenger events on the ATP Tour. 
Weber then decided to apply for 
mainstream Tour status. 

Offered a dale two weeks be- 
fore Wimbledon, he elected to 
convert the 1 courts to grass to help 
competitors prepare for the 
world's most prestigious cham- 
pionships and engaged a former 
All Englan d Club groundsman. 
Weber also built a stadium court 
with a retractable root The 
reason for the Halle tourna- 
ment is Hendrik Dreekmann," 
Weber says. 

While wishing Weber and 
his roof well, the All England 
Club decline to put a roof on the 
Centre Court Nor did they 
design a roof for the new No 1 
Court Wimbledon, they point 
out, is an 18-court tournament 
not a one-court event. 

Dreekmann, incidentally, I ws 
played Sampras once previ- 
ously, the American winning in 
straight sets on a concrete court 
in Switzerland last year. 


It used to be the cheapest shot 
in British sport If the cricket or 
football teams were not targets 
then our tennis players could al- 
ways be relied upon to be Aunt 
Saflys. Bookmakers gave short- 
er odds on sighting Elvis than a 
home player winning Wimble- 
don. 

Not any more. William Hill 
yesterday was quoting 9-1 about 
the chances of a British man be- 
coming the first to win the sin- 
gles since Fred Percy in 1936, the 
same odds as a white Christmas. 
Snow, it should be noted, has 
fallen on the London Weather 
Centre on 25 December for the 
past two years. 

Nobody has accused bookies 
of being profligate, and the 
statistics underline their need 
for caution. Tim Henman is the 
first men's seed since Buster 
Mottram in 1982: Greg Rused- 
ski and Chris Wilkinson have 
just removed seeds and six 
British men are through to the 
second round. Success is catch- 
ing and Karen Cross became the 
first British qualifier to win a 
match in the women’s main 
draw since 1976. 

Why has the bun of a thou- 
sand jokes turned? No one 
can under-estimate the impor- 
tance of role models. Henman 
and Rusedski win a match and 
players just behind, who have 
practised with them and know 
their strengths and weakness- 


Guy Hodgson looks at why this year 
could be a vintage one for once-derided 
British tennis players at Wimbledon 


es, have their own confidence 
bolstered. 

“Tim and Greg are an inspi- 
ration to everyone," Cross said 
after removing the world No 44, 
Linda Wild. Wilkinson, who 
defeated the 17th see'd, Jonas 
Bjoikman, added: “It's helping 
the young guys come through. 
With Tim and Greg doing well 
people have someone to look up 
to. Sweden and Germany had 
Borg and Becker. In football 
they have the Shearers and 
everyone wants to play footbafl. 
Now we have good tennis play- 
ers and hopefully they will want 
to play tennis.” 

Richard Lewis, the Lawn 
Tfennis Association’s director 
of international and profes- 
sional tennis, also believes that 
the top two are clearing a men- 
tal path for others in a differ- 
ent way. “There's no doubt 
that having a Henman or a 
Rusedski takes the pressure 
off other players," he said. 
“There's no longer the fear 
factor that if they don’t win no 
one else will, which was the way 
it was three or four years ago." 

Lewis stresses that what 
Wimbledon is witnessing now is 
the fruition of work begun 
more than a decade ago. A 


British tennis revival might 
seem like it has arrived from 
nowhere, but its roots lie in the 
process begun in the 1980s. 
Then the foundations of a 
coaching programme were laid 
down, the most exciting prod- 
uct of which is Henman. 

“It’s not a sudden thing,” he 
said. “It’s part of a continuing 
programme. We've made a lot 
of changes. I started at the LXA 
10 yeans ago and the situation 


is unrecognisable compared to 
then. The training of the play- 
ers and the coaching education 
system is now under one um- 
brella. 1 think it’s very important 
that the sharp end of playing 
performance is totally integrat- 
ed with training and education. 

“British players are on a lev- 
el playing field. They are play- 
ing the same amount of tennis 
and getting the same training 
and back-up that players from 
other countries nave. That's 
been happening for some lime, 
so when they come through to 
maturity they are as good as 
players from overseas." 

The most obvious manifes- 
tation of the change in grass- 
roots tennis is the number of 
indoor courts that have sprung 
up around the country. There 


are now nearly 800. which 
means almost every promising 
youngster is within range of 
year-round tennis. 

There are nearly 4rn people 
playing in Britain, a vast im- 
provement. Youngsters in Moss 
Side and Brixton might not 
recognise the sporting Britain 
that is emhodied by Henman 
and Rusedski but people in dis- 
tricts not so far away will. 

“We have more to do, there's 
□o argument about that," Lewis 
said. “There is an assumption 
around the countiy that tennis 
is didst even if. in reality, it isn't. 
Changing the image is one of 
the things the LTA has to do 
over the next few years.” 

The LTA, meanwhile, can 
enjoy at least one change in per- 
ception. “It’s nice not to be the 
buU of jokes." Lewis agreed. “In 
the last two years the cynicism 
has disappeared but it was a dif- 
ficult time before that. Now I 
think British players have 
earned respect. Last year it was 
known behind the scenes that we 
could have a good Wimbledon 
hut it wasn’t expected by the 
public. This year there is an air 
of expectancy and the players 
have delivered so far." 

And if we get a Wimbledon 
champion? "The next day I’m 
sure people will be asking 
where's the next one coming 
from?" Wouldn’t it be lovelv, 
though? 


; been warmly received. Of- 
; faring .a superb view, unhin- 
dered by pillar or post, in adtfition 
to piush shopping and eafyigfe- 
| cilities, it would be' surprising if 
the verdict was anything else. 

It has been said it lacks the 
; Centra Court sense of intimacy 
I and atmosphere, but. perhaps 
1 that will come in time. As forthe 
old No 1 Court it had a feel and 
a flavour of history all of its own. 
Those who return year after year 
are mourning its departure. 

Not so the players. Court Two 
is traditionally referred to as the 
graveyard of the seeds, because 
' of the number of big names who 


have -perished there over the I 
years, but it seems its senior ; 
partner was not too highly ( 
thought of either. Monica Setes ; 
said she was pleased to see it 
go. “ft was never very tend to me ! 
and perhaps without it myWim- 1 
Wedon luck will change.” j 

A similar note was sounded j 
by Boris Becker, who was asked . 
after his first-round win whether f 
he had feared for his chances | 
out on Court Two. “My problem ! 
was always the old No 1 Court" j 
the German replied. 

"I have broken my wrist there | 
and I had die longest matches r 
in the tournament out there, so j 
when they decided to put it away I 
I was kind of glad." ■ * i 


Men’s 

singles 


Women's 

singles 


, 1 SAMPRAS 

He no* plays 
i Her** DreeS- 
I mem m 2nd id 


Holder 

Richard Krajicek 
(Netherlands) 


1 HUMUS 

' Banban- 
1 «h*ow meets 
. Matron 2nd id 


Holder 
Steffi Graf 
(Germany) 
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Sex the obsession of SW19 
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STEPHEN WADE 


women players has been an in- 
escapably prominent feature 


As Wimbledon got off to a wet 
and gloomy start, the British 

press has turned even more to 
its favourite subject - sex. 

Some excerpts from local 
coverage of the tournament in- 
cluded: a photograph of the 
17-year-old blonde Olga Bara- 
banschikova - tugging up her 
shirt and rolling back her elas- 
tic waistband to show off a di- 
amond-studded navel; the 
Russaan-bom 16-year-old Anna 
Kouraikova, her lanky, super- 
model looks spread across all 
the papers, with headlines 
equating her to “Lolita"; ten- 
nis’s top woman - the 16-year- 
old Martina Hingis’ - 
photographed in her opening 
match lunging for a loose ball 
in a short, clingy tennis dress. 

Such is the current obsession 
that BBC television crews have 
been told to keep their cameras 
trained above the waistline and 
avoid glimpses of underwear. 

The London Evening Stan- 
dard - pointing out the change 
- notes “underwear of the 


of Wimbledon ever since ‘Gor- 
geous* Gussie Moran added 
lace to hers in 1949." 

Post-game interviews have 
offered up questions about 19- 
year-old Iva Majoli’s live-in 
boyfriend and the relationship 
between teenager Kouraikova 

and the 27-year-old Detroit 
Red Wings player, Sergei 
Federov. 

All of this, and 22-year-old 
Mary Pierce - long considered 


one of the most glamorous 
women in the game - has yet to 
take the court. 

Neither has the 17-year-old 
American Venus Williams, 
whose beaded braids made 
headlines when she played in a 
Wimbledon warm-up tourna- 
ment recently. Williams will 
reportedly wear purple and 
green (Wimbledon's colours) 
beads here. 

Much of die attention focuses 
on the new generation of young 
women players. Kountikova 


TOMORROW’S HEADLINE? 



appears to be the local darling, 
with male and female reporters 
writing much the same story. 

Raised in Moscow and trans- 
planted at 11 to Florida to 
learn the game at Nick Bollet- 
tierfs tennis academy, she is be- 
ing compared to Chris Evert 
and a Barbie doll. Headlines 
urge her to join the Spice Girls, 

the all-girl pop group. 

"Spice Girl Anna’s A Knock- 
out" cooed The Sun yesterday. 

“She has a ponytail and a per- 
ma-tan," opined the more up- 
market Times. “Her micnasldrts 
resemble crisply ironed tea tow- 
els and her microphone manner 
is impeccable. Anna Koumiko- 
va would be the perfect Spice 
Girl but ... she is too young." 

She can play tennis, too, al- 
though much of the early cov- 
erage has failed to mention it. 

“The irony is that no one was 
interested in the quality of 
Kounukova's performance, 
how she projected her person- 
ality was all that mattered," The 
Times wrote. 


■ Two years ago we 
were' quoting 1000-1 
about a British Wim- 
bledon winner, the 
same odds as the Sea-, 
ond Coming. Now . we 
are offering .9-1 .for a 
British victory.'- the 
same price as .a white 
Christmas and thdtrs 
Happened for the past 
two years, Graham 
Sharpe,. spotesrriarifbr 
bookmakers . William 
Hill. * 


■ I’m delighted to have 
Chris back on board and 
available again. British 
Davis Cup captain, 
David Uoyd, on Chris 
Wilkinson's wish to be 
considered for the team 
after being unwilling to 
play fbfrthe: last two 
years;.- 
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the NUMBERS gam? 


Stephen Wade reports for 
Associated Press 


■'We' can -take one bi- 
two days of. this. Obvi- 
ously it compacts the 

programme later on, but' 
wehavethetimetofiri- 

ishon'time givena fair 
crack’ffbm the weathbr.' 
Tournament referee Alan 
Mills’ reaction to the 
weather; 


; ®Afe bought a silver dg- ! 
arette box presented to 
Fred. bythe Lawn Tennis 
Association and the All 

England Club in 1959 to 
fjelebtete the 25th an- 
niversary ^ hisfirstWim- 
.bl.edon victory. We 
/thought that was the 
most appropriate item we 
.could afford . Bernard 

Neal, of the Wimbledon 
Museum, on the recent 
auction of Fred Perry's 
memorabilia. 


: 16 The number of matches 
j completed on Monday 
I 27 The amount of whole daw 
; that have been a complete 
; wash-out in the tournament’s 
; histoiy 

! /SL 8 ?* 5 Stef's age when he 

; I? S men ’ s Angles ti- 
tle m SW19 . 


m?JJ e direct entri es to the 
maindraw in men’s singles who 
are oft or over ; 

year the wettest 
first week ever 

®°° The number of indoor terv 
newurtsin Britain 

£ ™ mber of times Pat 
ggsh has play ed at Wimbledon 
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Game set and watch. 
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Still intimidating after all these years 


Simon Turnbull 

sees an audience 
with Dennis Lillee 
and Jeff Thomson 
take evasive action 
as the bouncers fly 

T here were fireworks in 
the everting air above 
Durham City. The py- 
rotechnic parly was in full swing 
for the students at the annual 
Castle Ball. 

In the packed Elvet Suite, in 
the Three Tuns Hotel, the whiff 
of sulphur was not quite strong 
enough to satisfy the assembled 
students of the summer game. 
“What . kind of an answer's 
that?** one of them demanded, 
challenging the follicly -chal- 
lenged gentleman sat at the top- 
table. 

There was a time when an 
Englishman bold enough to 
confront D K Lillee would have 
automatically qualified for a 
knighthood. But that was 
decades ago. 

It would have been unimag- 
inable then that the demon 
Aussie bowler who pulverised 
the Poms would ever consider 
holding back in diplomatic def- 
erence to the old enemy. 

“It's called silting on (he 
fence, if you want to know, 
mate,”, he confessed, having 
gilded the Jify by following his 
prediction that Australia would 
retain the Ashes by a 2-1 mar- 
gin this summer with the rider, 
“but it wouldn’t surprise me if 
it was 2-1 the other way.” 

Such equivocation was clear- 
ly not what the natives had ex- 
pected their “Evening with 
Dennis Lillee and Jeff Thom- 
son" having opened with a 
video reminder of the physical 
(not to mention spiritual) scars 
indicted by the demonic duo 
upon England's finest of 1974 
and 1975. 

Sir Colin Cowdrey was one of 
those seen to have been wound- 
ed. His son happened to be sat 
between his one-time tormen- 
tors at the Three Tuns. But be- 
fore Chris, in his capacity as 
compere for the evening, could 
pass comment, Lillee - as ever 
- found support from his tear- 
away pal of old. 

“My money's on Australia to 
win 2-1," Thomson said, “but it 
wouldn't hurt the game if Eng- 
land happened to win. The 
world of cricket can’t afford 



Dennis Lfflee (left), 48 next month, mid Jeff Thomson, 46, no longer bowing bouncers but equally forthright with their opinions on the game 


England to be as weak as they 
have been in the past," 

“Do you want the Lions to 
win too?" the less-than-lily-liv- 
ered heckler added. “1 hope 
they thrash ’em, mate,” Thorn- 
mo said, with the kind of feel- 
ing that suggested he would 
have rather relished delivering 
his high-speed ammo at a few 
Springboks. 

Between 1970 and 1985 
Lillee and Thomson battered 
555 victims into some kind of 
submission in the Tfest arena. 
Approaching life’s half-centu- 
ry mark now, they no longer 
look quite so fearsome. Lillee. 
48 next month, has more of that 


once-familiar raven hair on his 
upper lip than on his head; 
Thomson. 46, has a silver mop. 
But on the Durham leg of their 
summer tour, combining the 
patter of the tap-room with 
the patter of tiny feet towards 
the crease in their quest to fos- 
ter fast-bowling talent of the fu- 
ture, it was clear that some of 
the old fire still burns within. 

Lillee has mellowed suffi- 
ciently to give fair dinkum 
praise to the current Ashes 
leaders. “I take nay hat off to 
England," he said. “They’re a 
good unit. They've set them- 
selves up for this series and for 
the future." There was a twin- 


kle in the eyes, however, when 
he set about his Pommie bash- 
ing for the night. 

“We have a question slip 
here to Dennis from a G Boy- 


“Yeah," Lillee said, “Boycs 
would be waiting outside." 
“Geoffrey," he added, after 
due consideration, “is the only 
fellow I've met who fell in love 


‘Geoffrey is the only fellow I’ve met 
who fell in love with himself at a 
young age and remained faithful’ 


cott." Cowdrey-the-younger 
said. “Do you really hale me? 
it says. I don't think it can be 
from the actual G Boycott be- 
cause it cost £12 to get in." 


with himself at a young age and 
has remained faithful ever 
since. 

“He could play a bit, but I 
judge a great player as one who 


can win a game off his own bat 
and I didn't see Geoffrey do that 
too much. And he went into 
self-exile when the quick 
bowlers got going." 

Thomson, with his unique 
sling-shot action, got going with 
the most menacing quickness, 
of course. “Did your asthma 
ever affect you?" he was asked. 
“It never affected me at all," he 
said, dead-pan. “I’ve never had 
asthma." 

The final enquiry from the 
floor concerned the health of 
English cricket: whether Den- 
nis or his menacing sidekick, in 
the unlikely event of being ap- 
pointed supremo of English 
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cricket, would allow overseas 
players into the county game. 

“I wouldn’t," Lillee said. 
“What population have you 
got?" Thomson said. “Sixty, 
seventy million? What do you 
need ringers for? Get cricket go- 
ing in the schools. Get the kids 
playing." 

The members of the Durham 
University Academy applauded. 
Outside, the fireworks were ex- 
ploding. It would have been no 
great surprise had the bells 
been ringing, too. 

Durham, after all had be- 
come a winning county again — 
with a little help from their Aus- 
tralian ringer, of course. 


Edwards off pace Doohan remains confident Blow for Boardman 


Sailing 

STUART ALEXANDER 

Tracy Edwards yesterday insist- 
ed that she had not given up 
hope of setting a new transat- 
lantic record on the 92-foot 
catamaran. Royal & Sun Al- 
liance, despite having to slow the 
boat on its third night at sea to 
avoid icebergs. 

“I had to make a very difficult 
decision,” she said. “We slowed 
down. The safety of the boat and 
crew must come above all else." 

Even so. Royal & Sun Al- 
liance had covered 1,264 miles 
in the first 72 hours, at an av- 
erage speed of 17 :5 knots, chas- 
ing the record of six days, 13 
hours and three minutes set by 
Serge Madec on Jet Services in 
1990, 3n average of 18.62 knots. 
However, with 1,700 miles to gp, 
Edwards needs to average 20 
knots to beat the record. 

Edwards and her nine all- 
woman crew wfll need to cross 


the finish lineal the Lizard a few 
minutes before half past mid- 
night on Sunday morning. Yet 
by slowing the boat, Edwards 
has not reached the point 
planned by Bob Rice, charged 
with reading the weather and 
advising on routing. Now they 
may not be in the best position 
to take advantage of the weath- 
er patterns he recommended. 

Also, Edwards reports some 
additional discomfort caused by 
water leaking through the cen- 
treboard plate and having to 
sleep fully clothed in wet oil- 
skins. “Everything is damp and 
freezing,” she said. 

■ Shirley Robertson scored a 
sixth and two firsts to share the 
lead with Sweden’s Cecilia 
Bengtsson in the single-handed 
Europe class after the first day 
of the Kiel Week Regatta. In the 
Laser class, Ben Aindie was also 
sixth in his first race, but did not 
complete the second before 
going on to win the third, leav- 
ing him 49th overall. 


Motor cycling 


Michael Doohan, the reigning 
world champion, is determined 
to continue bis winning streak 
at the Dutch Grand Prix on Sat- 
urday despite crushing his leg 
in an horrific crash on the As- 
sert track in 1992. 

“Assen is a place that I find 
difficult to get along with," the 
Australian said. “1 have always 
been fast and have had some 
good results but I don’t enjoy 
going there." Doohan’s leg al- 
most bad to be amputated af- 
ter the 1992 smash. 

But, much to his own surprise, 
he has won the Dutch world 
championship race for the past 
three years. Another victory on 
Saturday would be his sixth win 
in seven outings this season 
and pul him firmly en route to 
a fourth successive world tide. 

Doohan has compared racing 
at Assen to racing on public 
roads without lamp-posts and 


houses. The twisting 6.049-kilo- 
metre circuit challenges riders 
with numerous high-speed kinks 
and rapid direction changes. 
Its surface is constructed like 
public roads with the camber 
falling away from the centre to 
provide effective rain drainage, 
posing a major challenge for the 
driving skills for riders. 

“It is very fast and flowing, 
which is fine, but there are no 
real corners - many kinks," 
said Doohan, who is now 43 
points dear of his nearest rival, 
Honda team-mate Alex CriviUe 
of Spain. 

“It has a crown in the mid- 
dle of the road which makes the 
comer banked, which means as 
you come out and over the top 
of the crown the bike goes light 
and gives you a lot of wheel- 
spin," said Doohan. who has 
achieved 39 grand prix wins, 75 
top-three placings, 41 pole po- 
sitions and 35 fastest laps. 

The lap record at Assen has 
been held since 1991 by Texan 


Kevin Schwantz, who clocked 
2min 02.443sec. 

Unlike Doohan, Crivflle ac- 
tually likes Assen. “It is proba- 
bly one of my favourite tracks," 
he said. “1 always get gpod results 
there and I am not saying that be- 
cause I won my first 500cc there 
in 1992” 

Crivflle, who won the Span- 
ish Grand Prix in May and was 
beaten only narrowly by 
Doohan in Assen last year, is de- 
termined to do better than he 
did in the last grand prix in 
France two weeks ago, when he 
finished fourth. 

Max Biaggi, who has also won 
three world titles, is leading the 
250cc category with 111 points af- 
ter six races in his first season for 
Honda, 13 points ahead of his 
team-mate Ralf Waldmann of 
Germany. The Italian teenager 
Valentino Rossi riding an April- 
ia, leads the 125cc category with 
four victories from sax races. 
Rossi is on 120 points, 21 dear of 
Honda’s Noboru Ueda. 


Cycling 


Chris Boardman. who has worn 
the yellow jersey from the pro- 
logue of the Tour of Catalonia, 
lost it after yesterday* s stage. 

The Dutch rider. Bo Ham- 
burger. won the 148-mile sev- 
enth stage from Gerona in 
Spain to Pal, Andorra, with 
Boardman finishing down the 
field. The new race leader is the 
Spaniard, Fernando Escartin, 
whose victory in Tuesday’s stage 
had left him lmin 36sec behind 
Boardman in the overall stand- 
ings. 

Oskar Camenzind won the 
ninth stage of the Tour of 
Switzerland yesterday, narrow- 
ing to just over two minutes the 
overall lead of France’s Chris- 
tophe Agnolutto. 

The Swiss rider covered the 
195.9km (121.7 miles) from 
Wetrikon in 5br 17min 22sec. 
Some 18km (11-2 miles) from 
the finish, he broke away from 


the pack and crossed the line 
a comfortable lmin 6sec ahead 
of the second-placed Jan Ull- 
rich of Germany and the third- 
placed Leonardo Piepoli of 
Italy. 

Agnolutto, who built up a 
lead of llmin 32sec in the ear- 
ly stages, finished 19th, some 
2min53sec behind Camenzind. 
The difference may be too 
much for Camenzind to make 
up on the final stage to Zurich 
today. 

“Under normal circum- 
stances Agnolutto is a deserv- 
ing champion,” said. But the 
Frenchman was cautious. “The 
tour isn't over until Zurich,” he 
said. 

The Tour de France winner , 
Bjarue Riis, who was in 14th 
ptece after Tuesday's stage in the 
Swiss race, dropped out before 
yesterday’s stage because of 
bronchial problems. The race 
organisers said he wanted to rest 
before defending his title in 
France. 


the 

yes, but what’s the score 

at Wimbledon now?’’ 

solution 


Piper 
banned 
for one 
match 


The former England A wicket- 
keeper, Keith Piper, has failed 
a drugs test and been fined £500 
and suspended for one match 
by his county, Warwickshire. 

Piper’s employers revealed 
yesterday that the 27 -year-old 
had been found to be smoking 
cannabis and was therefore in 
breach of chib rules. 

In an official statement, War- 
wickshire said: “Following con- 
sultation with the England and 
Wiles Cricket Board, he has been 
suspended for one game and 
fined £500 for misconduct and 
bringing the game into disrepute. 

“Both the board and the dub 
take a serious view of the of- 
fence, believing that it is essen- 
tial for the clean image of the 
game of cricket to be protected. 

“The player has agreed to 
give the dub a signed under- 
taking that he will not be using 
the dnig in future. The dub has 
also offered to provide coun- 
selling to the player for this 
problem as necessary.” 

Pipers suspension applies to 
the County Championship game 
against Leicestershire, which is 
due to start at Grace Road to- 
day. Chief executive Dennis 
Amiss said: “Piper has gone 
away for a few days. We will see 
what frame of mind he is in 
when he comes back and dedde 
whether it is right to play him 
in the Sunday league match.” 

Piper's offence was detected 
when all of Wuwickshire’s play- 
ers were tested for drugs on 
Monday - a measure that came 
in the wake of lurid revelations 
in the press by the county's for- 
mer all-rounder Paul Smith. 

Owais Shah, teenage hero of 
Middlesex's NatWest Ttopby 
win over Kent at Lord's on Tues- 
day. will make his first Cham- 
pionship appearance of the 
season against Yorkshire at 
Headingley today. 

After completing his A levels, 
Middlesex will be hoping that 
Shah’s one-day form - 65 not out 
against Gloucestershire in the 
Sunday League and a match- 
clinching 27 not out against 
Kent -will be converted to the 
four-day game. Phil Tufnell is 
added to Tuesday's line-up. 

English cricket's first official 
attempt to stage a floodlit 
match may end ur soggy - and 
costly - anti-climax. Tempo- 
rary floodlights, hired for 
£40,000, were being erected by . 
Surrey at The Oval yesterday as 
rain fell steadily, and the weath- 
er forecasters were predicting 
more of the same today. 

Surrey’s Axa Life League 
game with Nottinghamshire, 
billed as the Surrey Lions ver- 
sus the Notts Outlaws, is due to 
start at 5pm today. It has cost 
£100,000 to put on and was ex- 
pect*! to attract a crowd in ex- 
cess of 1GJXX) given fair weather. 
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Tyson or Holyfield? 

Ken Jones on an uncertain 
heavyweight outcome, page 28 


ill 


TTff^gnAV 26 

Verbal bouncers 

Lillee and Thomson, still 
letting ’em have it, page 31 


Evans the latest casualty for Lions 


Rugby Union 

CHRIS HEWEIT 
reports from Durban 

A brand new 
A BSf threequarter line 
^ for the Springboks, 
1,- iKKI a withering injury 
blow for Ieuan 
Evans that will cost 
the Lions the ser- 
vices of their most experienced 
wing. Yet the overriding emo- 
tion in Durban yesterday had 
nothing to do with the intrigue, 
excitement and nervous tension 
now being generated in ad- 
vance of this weekend's monu- 
mental second Test between 
South Africa and the British 
Isles. It was one of pure relief. 

As the full facts behind the 
head injury suffered by Will 
Greenwood in Bloemfontein on 
Tuesday night finally emerged. 


Fast 




it became dear that the Lions - 
not to mention rugby at large - 
had come perilously dose to 
tragedy. Bor ozie horrendous 
moment as Greenwood lay 
prone at the Free Stale Stadium, 
doctors treating the Leicester 
centre feared for his life. 

“Will is a very, very lucky 
young man,” said Iran Cotton, 
the Lions’ manager, yesterday. 
“Had it not been for the im- 
mediacy and quality of the 
medical help be received, well, 
God only knows what might 
have happened. He was un- 
conscious when our doctor 
reached him and he was still un- 
conscious when he was 
stretchered off. It was an ex- 
tremely worrying incident.” 

Greenwood crashed head 
first into the unyielding high 
veld turf following a heavy tack- 
le byJaco Coeizee and lost con- 
sciousness instantly. He spent 


Tuesday night in a Bloem- 
fontein hospital but had suffi- 
ciently recovered by yesterday 
morning to flyback to Durban 
with James Robson, the Lions’ 
doctor. He has serious concus- 
sion and a dislocated shoulder 
joint and has been told to avoid 
aD contact sport for two months. 
He may, however, stay with the 
squad until the end of the tour. 

The Lions will decide over 
the next 24 horns whether to call 
for a replacement, but their 
more urgent concerns surround 
the immediate future of the tal- 
ismanic Evans. The veteran 
Llanelli wing aggravated a groin 
condition m training yester- 
day, definitely misses the week- 
end hostilities at King’s "Park and 
will almost certainly join Green- 
wood in bowing out of the re- 
mainder of the programme. 
Jeremy Davidson, the fast-de- 
veloping Irish lock forward who 


played such an effective hand is 

last Saturday's first Tfest victo- 
ry at Newlands, is also under 
treatment for a shin problem. 

John Bentley would appear to 
be an obvious replacement for 
Evans; the Newcastle wing’s 
hat-trick of tries against Free 
State established him as the 
most prolific strike runner oil 
tour and his deeply competitive 
character would make- him a 
valuable commodity ami d the 
fire and fiuy of Saturday's oc- 
casion. However, Allan Bate- 
man’s high-class displays in 
midfield must also have come 
into the equation as the selec- 
tors chewed the fat last' night 

Whatever they come up with 
later today, h is unlikely to be 
as radical as the Springbok se- 
lection. for the do-or-die show- 
down in two days time. Card du 
Plessis, the much-maligned 
South African coach, retailed 


Danie van Schalkwyk, the 
Northern Transvaal centre who 
put two tries past the Lions in 
Pretoria almost three weeks 
ago, and awarded first caps to 
two versatile Western Province 
backs, Percy Montgomery and 
.Pieter Rossouw. He aJso 
switched Andre Snyman from 
left wing to right to enable 
Rossouw, a full-back by breed- 
ing to play on his favoured flank. 

Given the injuries to Edrich 
Lubbe and Japie Mulder, van 
Schalkwyk's promotion sur- 
prised no-one; he played effec- 
tively against the All Blacks last 
summer and but for injury would 
have featured in du Pksss' orig- 
inal squad. The shockwaves sur- 
rounded Montgomery, who has 
already faced the tourists twice 
on this tour without giving them 
the heebee-geebees. 

Most Springbok pundits 
favoured either a move insde for 


beats 

the 

rain 


JOHN ROBERTS 


reports from Wimbledon 

Major Walter Clop- 
Lon Wingfield is due 
to be enshrined in 
the International 
Tbnnis Hall of Rune 
for inventing the game on the 
lawns of his country estate. 
Days like yesterday are enough 
to make one wonder what on 
earth he was thinking about 

The All England Club was 
close to its first total washout of 
a day’s play since 19% when 
Monica Seles appeared on the 
Centre Court shortly before 
twilight. • 

Not a single ball was hit un- 
til 6ff5pra, and Seles’s opponent, 
Rachel McQuillan, may have 
wondered why she had bothered 
to leave the dressing-room. The 
Australian, ranked No 105 in the 
world, won only nine points in 
the -opening set, which Seles 
won, 6-0, in 19 minutes. 

Seles continued to dominate 
to the extent that the Aus- 
tralian did not win a game un- 
til she was 0-3 in arrears in the 
second set The irony was that 
McQuillan's serve, which had 
been shaky from the start, sud- 
denly produced an ace on game 
point 

Having waited all day for ac- 
tion, the spectators were primed 
to roar their approval of a Se- 




Snyman, which would have al- 
lowed him to resume his provin- 
cial midfield partnerships with van 
Schalkwyk, or, better stia. a 
call-up for the 1 995 WoridCup 
hero Hennie fc Roux. Du Pfcssis 
insisted yesterday thai le Roux 
was carrying an injury and was 
therefore not available, but sus- 
picions are rife that the Gauteng 
nlaymaker’s continued absence 

from the Springbok side has 
more to do with his ability to up- 
set the wrong people at the top 
end of South African rugby s 
power structure. 
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Outer reaches: Monica Seles, the No 2 seed, goes full stretch during her 6-1, 6-2 victory over Rachel McQuillan at a rain-disrupted Wimbledon yesterday 


les victory after 44 minutes 
when McQuillan delivered a 
winning forehand volley on 
match point. The shot coincid- 
ed with further rain and Seles 
was left high, but not dry, two 
points short of victory at 6-0, 
5-2 and deuce. 

The players returned to the 
court after a break of 39 min- 
utes, and the crowd searched 
the sky for patches of blue as 
they wanned up before com- ■ 
pitting the day's first bit of busi- 
ness. McQuillan served more in 
hope than in prolonging the en- 
gagement. She managed to 
edge to advantage, only to be 


C d three times - two fore- 
i and a backhand. 

It was not the ideal entrance 
for Seles, the No 2 seed, who has 
never produced her best form 
at Wimbledon, but at least she 
was able to launch herself into 
the tournament, much to the re- 
lief of her supporters. 

With another rain-delayed af- 
ternoon in prospect, the or- 
ganisers are wondering whether 
they will be forced to consider 
play on the middle Sunday. 
This has happened on only one 
occasion previously, in 1991 
and the club will be loath to re- 
peat the performance. 


There were at least two hap- 
py campers squelching in the 
grounds. Chris Wilkinson, hav- 
ing settled his differences with 
Britain’s Davis Cup captain, 
David Lloyd, was named in the 
squad to play Ukraine in Kiev the 
weekend after Wimbledon. 

Wilkinson had been in exile, 
virtually self-imposed, since 
protesting about the Lawn Ten- 
nis Association's decision to 
import Greg Rusedski from 
Canada in 1995. 

The 19-year-old Martin Lee, 
of Sussex, will also travel with 
the team, Jamie Delgado and 
Mark Petchey having been 


dropped from a squad beaded 
by Tim Henman and Rusedski. 

Andrew Richardson, who 
defeated Byron Black in the tie 
against Zimbabwe at Crystal 
Palace in April, keeps his place, 
along with Ned Broad, the dou- 
bles specialist. 

“David Lloyd has spoken to 
me, and everything is fine,” 
said Wilkinson, whose five-set 
victory on Tuesday against Swe- 
den's Jonas Bjorkman, the No 
17 seed, impressed the captain 
as much as everyone else. 

“I told Chris at Queen's that 
he was coming [to Kiev] ” Lloyd 
said, “and now he’s played him- 


self into the reckoning. That 
match yesterday was his best win. 
He’s a good pro. but people play- 
ing for any team have to want to 
play for their team, and he does. 

“He has played very well 
over the last three weeks, and 
he now desperately wants to 
play for his country again. I’ve 
always spoken to him. but the 
words Davis Cup were never 
brought up. It was important for 
him to say, ‘Yes. 1 want to play 
for my country', which he did. 

“There's never been any. ‘He 
doesn't talk to me and 1 don't 
talk to him’ stuff. My job is to 
run the Davis Cup team to the 


best of my ability. I can have 
rows with people, and next day 
we're the best of friends.” 

The difficult part for Lloyd 
was to inform Petchey that he 
had lost his place after Tuesday's 
impressive win against Jan 
Kroslak. of Slovakia. “Mark 
has p[ayed very well for me, and 


Photograph: David Ashdown 

I’ve told him that il isnot the 
end of his Davis Cup career! 

“On the positive side, if 
time next year we have 20 pow- 
ers and I have to pick four, MI 
be delighted." • ' 

WOMEN’S SINGLES First round ( s« J u 
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Sheffield United rate 
Kendall’s loss at £lm 



m 



ACROSS 

I Striking patterns seen orig- 
inally between naves and 
chancels? (9) 

6 Impressive private investi- 
gator accepted by the Q'ty 

10 lit linked with German 
engineers (5) 

I I Envoy hopping around 
study, prepared for a roast- 
ing? (4-5) 

12 Infective agents doing for 
Channel Island student in 
exotic resort (7) 

13 Look critically at risky ven- . 
ture in one no trump (7) 

14 Not, presumably, where 
teacher puts tick? [6, 2, 5) 

17 Former champion lists 
weak points (8, 5) 

21 Small amount of moisture, 
bit of damp, and powder's 
going off (7) 


22 Breed of showy mate, a 
dreadful wolf, at rear of 

gym (7) 

24 Give a beam where food’s 
concerned? (9) 

25 Fight that is, on reflection, 
hottest in the centre? (3-2) 

26 Point established when 
Academician enters (4) 

27 Irregular duels castigated 
by politician (9) 

DOWN 

1 Terrorist weapon issue 
comes up, associated with 
a killing (4-4) 

2 Caper I can’t cut? (5) 

3 See dandified lion-tamer 
preen himself? (5, 4, 5) 

4 Vehicle, to begin with, is in 
surprisingly poor condition 

(7) . 

5 Barren territory one left m 
the south-east (7) 


7 Where you’d find fly-leaf? 
(5-4) ■ 

8 Carnivore in yard, one 
originally kept in pen (6) 

9 Final run-through every- 
one’s geared up for (5, 9) 

15 Improvements on the way? 

g) 

16 Plays badly after entering 
Gaelic music festival’s ren- 
dering of devotional songs 

18 bheme boy has to get 
around north country (7) 

19 Space newspapers will give 
powerful woman (7) 

20 District Attorney turns up 
as substitute for counsel (6) 

23 Belter to expose cheat (5) 


Football 

ALAN NIXON 


Sheffield United are to de- 
mand £lra from Everton to 
compensate for tbe departure 
of Howard Kendall to Goodi- 
son Park. 'Hie Yorkshire club's 
chairman, Mike McDonald, 
who hired Kendall as manager 
IS months ago. said yesterday: 
“I feel 1 have been lacked in the 
teeth." 

McDonald, who is now in 
talks over recompense for Ken- 
dall with his Everton counter- 
part, Peter Johnson, added: 
“Everton value Howard Kendall 
enough to hand him control of 
their dub. How do you pul a fig- 
ure on experience, know-how 
and a success rate?” 

Kendall's first target when he 
begins his third tenure at Ever- 
ton may be the England mid- 
fielder, Paul luce. Johnson is 
believed to have guaranteed 
Kendall £20m to rebuild the 
squad at Goodison Park and the 
signing of Ince, valued at be- 
tween £4m and £6m by In- 
temazionale, will be a priority. 

"If I am going back to Ever- 
ton I want the best," said 
Kendall yesterday. 

Sheffield United drew up a 
managerial shortlist last night 
headed by Bruce Rioch, the for- 
mer Arsenal and Bolton Wan- 


derers manager. The First Di- 
vision club have sounded out 
possible candidates, including 
Lou Macari and the former 
Republic of Ireland manager. 
Jack Charlton, but Rioch is 
emerging as the likeliest re- 
placement for Kendall. 

Rioch, the assistant manager 
at Queen's Park Rangers, is 
not under contract and there is 
no _ compensation involved. 
United are looking for someone 
with Rioch's pedigree to carry 
on where Kendall left off. Rioch 
took Bolton from the Second 
Division to the Premier League 
and Coca-Cola Cup final. 

Despite differences with 
some of his employers at Arse- 
nal. Rioch guided them to 
fourth place in the League in his 
one season at Highbuiy. 

Other managers confirmed in 
new jobs yesterday were Jupp 
Heynckes, who signed a two- 
year contract with Real Madrid, 
John Toshack, who joined the 
Turkish side Besiktas, and the 
former Danish international, 
Jan Sorensen, who took over at 
WMnll. 

InternazionaJe officials were 
dismissive yesterday of sugges- 
tions that their acquisition of 
Ronaldo from Barcelona broke 
international regulations. The 
Spanish Federation filed a for- 
mal complaint on Barcelona's 
behalf that Ronaldo's £17m 


move to buy out his contract last 
week violated Fifa rules. Michel 
Zen-Ruffinen, Fifa's deputy 
secretary, said on Tuesday that 
buy-outs are valid for domestic 
transfers, hut not internation- 
al deals. 

However, a spokesman for 
the club said: ‘“The transfer is 
absolutely legitimate and the 
contract has been already de- 
posited at the Italian Federa- 
tion." 

Imcmazionale also said yes- 
terday that they are close to 
signing Auxerre's Nigerian de- 
fender. Taribo West. 

Roberto Baggio has an- 
nounced that he is to leave Mi- 
lan. The dub’s new coach. Fahio 
Capello, has told Baggio and De* 
jan Savicevic that there will be 
no place for them next season. 

The Cambridge United 
winger Paul Raynor. 31, is to 
join the Chinese club Guana 
Deong Wen Yuan. The former 
Nottingham Forest apprentice 
has agreed a one-year deal with 
the Cantonese side, who will pav 
a transfer fee of around £20.000. 

Eric Cantona has been asked 
to fill in for Alan Shearer in a 
match in Hong Kong next 
Thursday to celebrate the re- 
unification with China. Shear- 
er has commitments with 
Newcastle, while Paul Gas- 
coigne has already turned down 
the invitation. 


No radio this small 
ever sounded so big. 

Introducing the Bose 19 Wave* radio. 

Enjoy the distinct sound of strings in your kitchen. Or the 
full orchestra in your bedroom. The new Bose Wave radio fills 
any room with rich, clear, unexpectedly lifelike sound. But you 
won’t find this small wonder in any store. The Wave radio is 
only available direct from Bose. For a free information, pack, 
amply send/fax the coupon below or call us freephone on; 

0800 022 044 


hen calling, please quote the reference number “ - 
in the coupon below. ; 

Hearing really is believing. '• 

To audition the Wave radio in your own home for 14 day* 

satisfaction gunnumsd, simply call « freephone di*b*r 

why Sty said, -This box oi tricks ... sounds like , fell 
orchestra. - 

iPioy-kig, lifelike sound at hon,. 


Yes, Bose, h sounds good to me. 
Hose send me more information about the Bose Wjvp 
andde 
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